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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


UAE-YAR SIGN LABOK AGREEMENT--An agreement was signed here yesterday between 
the UAE and the YAR for cooperation in the field of bringing in and employing 
Yemeni workers in the UAE. The agreement provides for strengthening areas of 
cooperation pertaining to the labor force, exchanging expertise and informa- 
tion, facilitating and simplifying procedures for the movement and use of 
workers and exchanging information on the needs cf each country for labor 

and the potential for the other to provide it. [Text] [Riyadh AL-RIYAD in 
Arabic 11 Oct 82 p ]8] 8389 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


KUWALTTI ISLAMIC SCHOLAR DISCUSSES FUNDAMENTALISM, PROSELYTIZATION, OTHER SUBJECTS 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 270, 6-12 Oct 82 pp 82-84 


| Interview with al-Shaykh 'Abd-al-'Ali al-—Mutawwa' by Muhammad 'Avd-al-Sattar: 
"Al-Shaykh ‘Abdallah al-'Ali al-Mutawwa' Says, 'We Are Trying To Correct the 
Flaws of Our Society';" date and place of interview not specified | 


| Text | in his exhaustive, candid interview with AL-YAMAMAH His’ Eminence 
al-Shaykh ‘Abdallah al-'Ali al-Mutawwa' said, "The Reform Society of Kuwait and 
the magazine it publishes, AL-MUJTAMA', play a major role in resisting the 
malicious campaign that is being launched to convert the countries of the Arabian 
Gulf and particularly Kuwait to Christianity. The society played a major role in 
uncovering and exposing the proselytizing methods that are being used under the 
cover of operating foreign schools and language schools. Many companies and 
commercial organizations and other firms that hide behind many descriptions such 
as medicine, art, the humanities, experts, teachers, lecturers, restaurants, 
hotels and institutions are full of Christians. These [institutions and indivi- 
duals| are tantamount to a fifth column [sent to our country] to spread 
Christianity. At the present time the entire Gulf area in particular and the 
Islamic world in general are being subjected to a Christian invasion: in Africa, 
Indonesia, in the Philippines and in all the Islamic countries as a whole. Major 
countries and tremendous capabilities are behind this Christian invasion. In 
addition, the churches of these countries are playing a prominent and a ma jor 
role in this invasion whose purpose is to shake the Islamic faith of the nation, 
alienate it from its true religion, Islam, and convert it to Christianity. The 
Reform Society of Kuwait is also playing an effective role in fighting the 
proponents, of destructive ideas such as_ leftists, communists, Freemasons, 
Qadiyanis, and Rotarians. The Reform Society is also fighting other Satanic 
propositions whose aim is to create distance between young Muslims and their true 
faith and religion. 


"When Kuwait's Ministry of Education became aware of this danger, it deported the 
directors of foreign schools and ordered that directors of foreign schools had to 
be Muslims. The ministry also forced these schools to teach the Islamic religion. 
However, supervisors at these schools use twisted methods to spread their evil 
ideas among students. This is something that is happening, and we must not deny 





Translator's note: A religious sect in Pakistan named after its founder, Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad al-Hindi al-Qadyani (d. 1908 A.D.). 














it. We hope, God willing, that .the day will come when these schools and these 
churches will stop operating in the Gulf region, and officials in the Ministry of 
Education, in all government sectors and in all the Gulf countries and Islamic 
countries as well will become aware of this danger. This is because the Gulf 
region, as the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation said, cannot 
tolerate the presence of two religions. The Prophet said that Islamic law forbids 
the establishment of churches [in Islamic countries]. He said that any country 
that violates that law is committing a sin in violation of the magnanimous law of 
Islam. O Muslims everywhere: wake up; the danger is around you everywhere." 


| Question | AL-MUJTAMA' Magazine, which is published by the Reform Society of 
Kuwait, is being subjected to some [unfavorable] postures and campaigns. What is 
the reason behind this, particularly since the magazine is an Islamic magazine 
with an Islamic character? 


| Answer | As you know AL-MUJTAMA' is an Islamic magazine that has assumed the 
responsibility of using wisdom and good counsel to call people to worship God, to 
defend Islamic causes and to oppose the enemies of Islam, whether they are 
individuals, groups or governments. It is known that the course pursued by the 
Reform Society is an Islamic course that is characterized by candor and clarity. 
It is inevitable for such a course to find itself coming up against obstacles, 
harrassment and conspiracies too. AL-MUJTAMA' has been subjected many times to 
this kind of harrassment because it was and it still is opposing some Arab 
regimes that assume non-Islamic postures toward Muslim nations. There is hardly 
an issue of AL-MUJTAMA' that does not expose the scandalous truth about these 
rezimes and those who follow their course. 


[Question] Despite the clarity of this view, however, publication of AL-MUJTAMA' 
is occasionally suspended for weeks. Why does this happen? 


| Answer | This is true. The Ministry of Information in Kuwait used to suspend 
publication of AL-MUJTAMA' every now and then under the pretext that what was 
written in the magazine embarrassed the government in Kuwait. Requirements of 
civility among Arab countries make newspapers like AL-MUJTAMA' and others suffer 
the damages of this uncalled for civility. Through Kuwait's National Assembly we 
were recently able to stop the administrative suspension of publication to which 
newspapers were subjected by the Ministry of Information. In the past it was the 
Ministry of Information that . suspended the publication of newspapers. That 
process has been turned over to the courts. With this law newspapers were quite 
relieved, and from now on it is only the court and not the Ministry of 
Intormation that can stop newspapers from publishing. 


[Question | Kuwait's National Assembly has been reconvened after a recess that 
lasted several years. What do you think about the new makeup of the assembly? 


|Answer| The new makeup of Kuwait's National Assembly is good. There are devoted 
men among the members of the assembly who are seeking Kuwait's interests. There 
is no doubt that on the whole the Islamic trend is well represented among 
assembly members. As you know life in Kuwait has the characteristics of family 
life. Therefore one gets the impression that candor and clarity exist among the 
people, among members of the National Assembly and between the executive and 
legislative authorities. One can say that the new makeup of the assembly after 











the departure of leftists and some elements who have foreign ties | is good}. | 
can say that most members of the assembly, or rather the vast majority of those 
members, are good people. God willing, we are hoping for everything good from 
this assembly. 


'Question| You referred to the fact that Muslims are clearly well-represented in 
the assembly. What does this mean to the Reform Society? 


| Answer | When Islamic tendencies prevail over any gathering or assembly, the 
Reform Society gains. This is because the basis of the Reform Society's work is 
to urge people to adhere to Islam and to follow Islam in their laws, their faith, 
their conduct, their application of Islamic precepts and their government. These 
are the objectives of the Reform Society, and they are declared in its charter. 
The Reform Society gains from every action that realizes its objectives, and we 
thank God for that. 


|Question| Every now and then the Gulf area experiences numerous campaigns that 
are launched to convert people to Christianity. What steps has the Reform Society 
taken to put an end to these campaigns? 


| Answer | Actually the Reform Society [uses] its information tools, such as 
AL-MUJTAMA' Magazine and its occasional publications and lectures to adhere to a 
broad course of fighting efforts to convert people to Christianity in the Gulf 


area or anywhere else in the Islamic world where people are being subjected to a 
malicious campaign to convert them to Christianity. This camapaign is backed by 
major countries and tremendous capabilities. This may be evident in what we write 
occasional |! about what Christians, the enemies of Islam, are doing in their 
churches ad their schools which are scattered throughout the Gulf region and the 
Islamic world as well. The society has declared its position candidly and 
unequivocally, and it asked officials in all the Islamic countries, not only in 
the Gulf, to become aware of the Christian threat to which Muslim regions in 
Atrica, Indonesia, the Philippines and the Gulf are being exposed. This threat 
comes in different shapes and forms. We've noticed that most missionaries, [for 
example], come as physicians, artists and humanists. They also come as experts, 
teachers and lecturers who spread around their poisonous ideas to shake the 
Islamic faith of the nation and alienate it from its Islamic religion. 


[In its policy the society also did not ignore fighting the proponents of destruc- 
tive ideas: leftists, communists, Freemasons, Qadiyanis and Rotarians. The Reform 
society also fights other such ideas that are being proposed in the region; these 
are being backed by many countries whose aim is to alienate young people from 
their religion and their faith. 


| Question | So much for the campaigns to convert people to Christianity! What 
about the churches that can be found in Kuwait? How accurate is the information 
which states that there is a council of churches in Kuwait and that that council 
is directly related to the World Council of Churches? Has the society done any- 
thing about these dangers? 


|Answer| What the society is doing about what you mentioned is to alert offi- 
cials, either by contacting them personally and alerting them to these dangers or 
by writing about these matters in the society's publications and calling atten- 
tion to this imminent danger. I do not know whether or not the information you 

















reterred to about there being a council of churches in Kuwait is accurate. But I 


lo Know that there is a number of churches in Kuwait, in Bahrain, in Qatar and in 
the Gulf in general. Unfortunately, churches do exist in the area, and we are 
still resisting their presence. We are hoping that officials in all the Arab and 


islamic countries, in the Gulf and elsewhere, will become aware of this Christian 
danger which is manifested not only in the churches, but also in the schools that 
can be found in almost every Islamic country. 


' Question | Your Eminence, does this mean that the role of the church is that 
serious, or are there other aspects [to that threat] that are no less serious 
than the role of the church and its men? 


|Answer| If we were to review the conditions of Muslims ever since their depar- 
ture from Andalusia and the struggles that they've had in their ranks since that 
time, we would find that the church and its clergy did feature prominently in 
those problems from which we are suffering sorely today. The war between 
Palestinians and Lebanese and the fact that Jews are working with Christians who 
resent Muslims are notable indications and unequivocal consequences confirming 
the truth of this aggressive role which the church is playing. Despite this asser- 
tion, however, there is a deeper danger which is manifested in the organized 
immigration for which the enemies of Islam are making preparations. This is 
considered a fifth column entering our country in the form of companies, 
restaurants, hotels and institutions that are full of Christians who proselytize 
whether they have churches in Kuwait or not. The presence of those people in this 
manner is in itself a threat to our young Muslims. We must therefore use all our 
capabilities to warn against this practice. 


| Question | Kuwaiti society is being exposed to several foreign phenomena that 
have nothing to do with Kuwaiti values and customs. Your Excellency, don't you 
find that these phenomena pose a real threat to Kuwait's Muslim society? 


'Answer| What are these phenomena? 


(‘Question| They are numerous. The more immediate ones have to do with the status 
of women and with women not wearing the veil and driving automobiles by them- 
selves. There are other phenomena, such as the Christmas celebrations which are 
held in some hotels on that occasion, even though Kuwait is an Islamic country 
and 100 percent of its population is Muslim. Besides, leftist elements can be 
found in student organizations in the universities of Kuwait. 


‘Answer! The phenomena that you referred to are found not only in Kuwait. As 
some theologians would say, this is one of the things that has afflicted our 
community everywhere. Unfortunately, what is happening in Kuwait is happening 
everywhere. I do not want to defend Kuwait because it is my country, but this 
calamity has become prevalent everywhere. Virtuous people and reformers in Kuwait 
and elsewhere have called for resistance of these matters, and in fact, many 
changes did take place. If one were to compare the present situation with the way 
things were / years ago, one would find a major difference. Women who walked 
around with bare faces are now beginning to wear veils and modest clothing. 
Mosques are now full of young people and worshipers. Even leftists who had swept 
the university and the colleges of science in the University of Kuwait have now 
been retrenched; they now make up only a small minority of university students. 














fois truc that the left did control the student's assocation in the university, 
but now the lett has been removed and leftists have been replaced by Muslims. 


‘Question| These sceps that you referred to are undoubtedly positive steps, but 
don't you believe, Your Eminence, that the presence of the left has not ended and 
that leftists can still be found in the parties they join? 


‘Answer | We do not have a single declared leftist party. However, this does not 
mean that there are no leftists and communists. Mest of them may be from outside 
Kuwait. I believe that among Kuwaitis there are no communists in the real sense 
of the term because social life and the prosperity that can be found in Kuwait 
are tantamount to a |declaration of | war against communism. The liberties and the 
trade and business [opportunities] that are available are in themselves a 
‘declaration of] war against the left and against communists. But there are 
people who have non-Islamic ideas and ideas that I think are destructive. Such 
people are the nationalists, the Ba'thists and others. In my opinion, these ideas 
are not consistent with the faith of an Islamic nation. I thank God that the 
events in Lebanon and the wars that the Arabs have experienced with Israel have 
caused the downfall of these misguided ideas. 


Where are those Ba'thists? What do they have to say about this situation that we 
have on our hands? Where are the so-called steadfastness and opposition 
countries? Where are those countries that follow the socialist course? The masks 
have fallen and exposed many truths. Young Muslims are now aware of the constant 
fact that there can be no escape and no way out for Muslims except through Islam. 
| pray that God Almighty bless these young people and strengthen the resolve of 
those efforts so that young Muslims can go back to the course of Islam and this 
nation can be restored to the source of its pride and power by its reliance and 
dependence on God and by its devoted worship of the Almighty. 


‘Question] A number of extremist Islamic movements have emerged recently. Where 
does Islam stand on these movements’? Can we include the Renunciation and Repudia- 
tion Society among those groups? 


|Answer|] My dear man, there is nothing extremist in Islam. Young people may make 
a mistake and imagine that some of their actions and their zeal are consistent 
with the spirit of Islam. Their ideas may be right, and they may be wrong. The 
idea behind the Renunciation and Repudiation Society was born in Egypt; it does 
not exist anywhere else. The idea {for that society] was born in prisons when 
'Abd-al-Nasir used to arrest thousands and thousands of young innocent Muslims 
and throw them in prisons and detention camps. There is no doubt that the birth 
of this idea came as a result of the pressure that was applied by some rulers who 
followed the course of '‘Abd-al-Nasir and any anti-Islamic course. Hence, young 
people react, and they carry out counteractions. This is normal, and it is the 
result of the suffering they experience and the arbitrariness and tyranny of 
their rulers. It is sad that the Arab and Islamic world has been silent about 
this criminal conduct that rulers engage in against their Muslim subjects. Arab 
and Muslim rulers maintain that silence as a kind of courtesy among countries. 
Young Muslims find this painful. Candor is essential in treating these matters, 
and righteous men among those who rule Muslims must take a stand [on this matter] 
and talk openly with each other. 














Question| As far as | know the Renunciation and Repudiation Society has another 
premise for its policy. Would it be possible for you to tell us about the real 
philosophical | formulation which characterizes this group? 


Answer| As far as I know the Renunciation and Repudiation Society is a group of 
young men who renounced a group of Muslims for holding opinions different from 
theirs. This is undoubtedly a major error, and I do not endorse the Renunciation 
and Repudiatica Society or any society that renounces Muslims unless there is an 
unequivocal reason that would make that renunciation necessary. Muslims may not 


renounce other Muslims just because they disagree with them. Furthermore, I do 


not at all endorse the reactions of young people and devout men which are mostly 
outside the bounds ot Islam. 


[Question] There is also the Society of Muslim Brothers which appeared in Egypt. 
What is your general view of that society and of the positions it advocates? 


Answer | As a man who lived in this period of time I firmly believe that the 
Society of Muslim Brothers is indisputably one of the most virtuous Islamic 
movements in the region. It played a major role in throwing the British out of 
Egypt, and it played a major role in the 1948 war in throwing the Jews out of 
there. After all these noble postures it became the target of conspiracies by the 
Fast and the West. Ever since the days of the late King Faruq of Egypt Muslim 
Brothers have been thrown into detention camps. Their spiritual leader and 
master, Hasan al-Banna, may God have mercy on his soul, was killed. He was one of 
the best reformers of the age. Members of the Society of Muslim Brothers like 
Sayyid Qutb, ‘Abd-al-Qadir ‘Awdah, al-Shaykh Farghali, Hindawi Dawir, Yusuf 
Tal'at and a large group of the society's members were executed. These men can be 
considered the most virtuovs men of the Arab and Islamic world. They were 
executed by 'Abd-al-Nasir, by al-Sadat and by those who follow the course set by 
the West and the East. If you want to know the truth, the Muslim Brothers are the 
most loyal and the most virtuous of Islamic groups. They come closest to the 
material world and interests of the Islamic nation. When the West and the East 
realized this fact, they prevailed upon their aides who are rulers to do away 
with them. It must be said, however, that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
the remaining countries of the Gulf assumed a favorable posture on the Muslim 
Brothers. Thank God for that. They received Muslim Brothers who emigrated from 
their countries [to flee) the injustice of 'Abd-al-Nasir and others [like him]. 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the Gulf countries provided those Muslim Brothers with 
an opportunity to earn a living and lead a normal life. That was a positive step 
taken by the Gulf countries toward the Muslim Brothers. 


(Question, Every now and chen Kuwaiti newspapers print [information about] the 
problems ot citizenship which some members of Kuwait's society experience. What 
is the rationale behind these criteria of citizenship which often find the sons 
of the same man in ditterent citizenship categories? What do you think about that? 


(Answer| There is no difference between a native born Kuwaiti and a naturalized 
Kuwaiti in jobs, in government work or in trade. The only difference between the 
two is in the right to vote and to run for office in the National Assembly. 


The case that you mentioned usually happens when a man who has lived in Kuwait 
and became a Kuwaiti citizen is married to a Kuwaiti woman in Kuwait and has 











another wife outside Kuwait. In this case the children of the wife who is living 
in Kuwait are Kuwaitis by birth because they were born in Kuwait, and the chil- 
dren of the wife who is living outside Kuwait are naturalized Kuwaitis because 
they acquired *heir citizenship at a later age. It is my personal opinion that 
one criterio, ond one category of citizenship is to be bestowed on [those who are 
eligible], particularly if a candidate for citizenship is a competent man and a 
devoted human being who fears God and serves his country. 


| Question | Speaking of the press I would like to ask Your Eminence about a 
concept to which some Kuwaiti newspapers have become attached. They publish 
pictures of young women on the cover. Is this practice endorsed by Islam? 


| Answer | Actually, this unfortunate practice has become prevalent. It is 
something that I do not endorse in Kuwait or elsewhere. The law forbids the 
appearance of pictures of women on the pages of newspapers. I pray God that our 
press in Kuwait and in the Islamic countries raise its standards and stay away 
from these practices that are forbidden by law. I also pray that the Islamic 
countries in general forbid the entry into their countries of newspapers and 
magazines that have pictures of women on their cover and include subjects that 
displease God. This course that our press has been pursuing is a deadly one that 
introduces into our homes and offices unsavory ideas which influence our morals 
and our Islamic conduct. 


| Question | Would Your Eminence talk to us about the idea which called for the 
establishment of Kuwait's Charity House and the objectives of that house? 


[Answer] |The idea ‘“or] Charity House is a good one; ic came out of Kuwait's 
National Assembly. The government of Kuwait approved the idea; a board consisting 
otf Kuwait's best men and young people was formed; and a virtuous man was 
appointed its director. One of the members of Charity House is Kuwait's minister 
ot religious trusts; he is a devoted and a zealous man. It is my opinion that 
with these good people the success of Charity House, God willing, is almost cer- 
tain. We hope that Charity House will succeed in offering financial and technical 
assistance to the disadvantaged and the needy in all Islamic countries that suf- 
fer from famine and poverty and are subjected [because of] their conditions to 
continuous campaigns to convert their people to Christianity. Therefore, we are 
hoping, God willing, that this facility will close the large gaps to which Mus- 
lims are exposed everywhere. 


| Question] The last question has to do with the Gulf Cooperation Council. What 
does Your Eminence think about that council? 


|Answer| The cooperation of Gulf countries through the Gulf Cooperation Council 
is yood and essential. These countries share the same faith; they are like one 
family. Some of the people [who live in] Kuwait have ties in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia whence they originally came. The same is true of most of the people in 
Bahrain and the remaining countries of the Gulf. Therefore, there is nothing to 
prevent these countries from uniting. That unity is desirable from an Isiamic 
point of view. It may be a step toward the unity of the Arab and Islamic world. I 
hope that we will not have other people with destructive ideas or people who 
present a threat to Islam join this council. My support for this cooperation 
among the countries of the council is unlimited and without reservations. 
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CSO: 4404/38 














AFGHANISTAN 


REBELS TAKE CREDIT FOR SALANG: TUNNEL HOLOCAUST 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in Fnglish 13 Nov 82 p 3 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4600/106 


ISLAMABAD, Nov. 12 (Dis- 
patches) — Afghan Muslim resis- 
psn: ge a. eee 
r ' for the disaster in 
Afghanis Slang Tunnel a Ye 

tan week, a re 
a said in Peshawar 
ay. Around 1,000 Soviet 
soldiers and Af are thought 
to have been killed in the disaster. 


ry Hussain, kesman 

for the Hezbi Islami Fundamen- 

talist Party, said a group of the 

party’s Mujahideen placed ‘‘a 
number of mines” in the 
Tunnel. 


The mines exploded while a 
Soviet-Afghan military convo 
was passing through the tunnel, 
killing 600 to 700 Soviet soldiers 
end 400 Afghan government 
workers, according to the spokes- 
man who said his information 


_ Came from party leader Gulbud- 


dia Hekmatyar, an engineer. 

Eyewitness accounts said traf- 
fic continued to enter the tunnel 
after the crash and that Soviet 
troops — suspecting a rebel attack 
was in progress — blocked off 
both entrances, trapping those 
inside. | 

Hussain said land mines were 
planted inside the tunnel hidden 
inside sandbags kept handy to 
spread on ice inside the 2.6 km 46 
miles structure and ~~ — 
sive concrete galleries lini ¢€ 
approach road. He said they were 
detonated as a Soviet military 


—» 


convoy inched its way along the 
badly lit and poorly ventilated 
tunnel. 

The spokesman added that 
several ci cars could have 
been inside the tunnel when the 
mines’ went off. The tunnel lies 
north of Kabul on the main road 
between the capital and the Soviet 
Union. 

Western diplomatic sources 
here, — re from their mis- 
sions in Kabul, said Tuesday that 
at least 1,000 civilians and milita 
suffocated in the tunnel last wee 
after a tank truck loaded with fue! 
collided with the vehicle at the 
head of the Soviet convoy. 

Meanwhile, the news of 
Leonid Brezhnev's death has 
sparked wild hopes among 
Afghan insurgents here that there 
could be a change for the better in 
Soviet policy towards Afghanis- 
tan 


But it is far too early to judge 
whether their expectations are 
justified, observers said. 

Afghan rebels based in 
toagn! aga — 
Open satisfaction at the . 
ance of the man who sent 100,000 
soldiers in December 1979 to 
shore up the pro-Soviet govern- 
ment in Kabul. 

Spokesmen for the various 


_ groups of Muslim Mujahideen ail 


expressed the hope that the new 


leader of the Kremlin would draw 
. the conclusions of three years of 


conflict and start looking for a 
political settlement. 











AFGHANISTAN 


AREAS OF VARIOUS TYPES OF MILITARY OPERATIONS OUTLINED 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 14 Nov 82 p 3 


[Text | 


The basic —_ about the cur- 
rent war in Afghanistan ts that tt ts 
not a was between two regula 
armies Rather 1 1s & mass resis: 
_ which has a all over 
the country Every has 
become a Mujahid One tights 
with whatever weapon he can 
obtain Those without arms, are 
secret Mujahids Their task is to 
ensure food supply for the fighters 
and provide with valuable infor- 
maton t the Mujahideen 
Afghanistan can be divided into 


’ three zones in regard to the war 


conditions 
1. Areas with very intense 


fighting. 
2. Areas with light, routine 
Clushes 


3. No-war no-peace areas. 
The first and second areas are 
not gevgraphically fixed ones. 
They vary geopraphically from 
time to time according to war 
strategies or Russian political and 
administrative interests o the 
strategic importance of the area 
For instance provinces consisting 
Of large cities are always intense 
ighting areas The situanon in 
bul. Jalalabad. Ghozy. Herat. 
Qandha and Mazare Shanef is 
always explosive and never 
returns to peace The authonties 
are furced to impose curfew most 
of the ume even at nights. 


Similarly nm s of the coun- 
try are not safe a a The 
Russians want use of the highwa 
exclusively for themselves wh 
the Mujahideen attempt to take 
contro! of them. especially 
because captured Russian con- 


voys. passing through. are a major 
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source of food and ammunition 


for Mujahideen. These 
set are as follows: . 
' Road — connecting 


ing Kabul with Tokandy, near 
Russian border, tbrough har 


Herat. 

3. Kabul-Jalalabad Road. 

The main battlefield is Kanar 
province. a strategic area for the 
occupying forces. All the valleys 
and areas of the province are 
under Mujahideen control. The 

Russians have tned by all their 
means to recapture it. This 
perhaps is because they think that 
the Ranas Valley wn hand of 
Mujahideen means that the whole 
area between Soviet Central Asia 
and Pakistan border will form a 
convenient means of communica- 
tion with the outside world. 
Despite heavy casualties, Rus- 
sians continue their att § to 
gain the control of Kanar Valley. 

Before going into the details of 
war areas, let us consider the no- 
7 aoe areus. These are 

over three provinces along 
the Pakistan border. The Soviets 
want to keep control of these 
three central provinces after clear- 
ing them of Mujahideen. The 
areas have remained free ever 
since the Communist invasion in 
Afghanistan. All: rulers, from 
Noor Mohammad Taraqi, 
Amenullah Hafiz to Babrak 
Karmal, the Russian puppets, 
who have tried to gain coutro! of 
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these areas have failed. (t 1s 
thought that the whole Russian 
army a in Afghanistan ts not 
capable of successfully invadin 

the area Therefore, these are le 

on the own. 

During the last two months 
however. there have been reports 
of clashes between Russian troops 
and Mujahideen in the province of 
Dadgees, near the southwest. 
Afghan border and Bamyan. in 
Central Af istan. The extent 
of the fighting is unknown due to 
poor communication in these 
remote areas. 

There have been, during the 
last two months. severe clashes 
and heavy fighting in 17 provinces 
out of the total 28 provinces. 

In another 6 provinces, there 
were usual clashes while the 
remaining five provinces were wn 
the stute of no-war no-peace. 

These 28 provinces are 
calegonzed as follows. 

(Heavy Fighting Areas): | 
Kabul. 2 Barwan, 3 Paghman. 4. 
Kanar. § Nangarhar. 6 Loghar, 
7 Gazi. 8 Qandhar, 9 Herat, 
10 Faryab, 11. Josyan, 12. Balkh. 
13 Sumnakan, 14. Baghlan, 15. 
Qandz, 16. Badakhshan. 17. 
Werdak. . 

(Usual Clash Areas): 1. Zabul. 
2. Halmond, 3. Farah, 4. Takhar, 


4600/108 


12 


5. Neam Rose, 6. Buktiya. ° 

(No-war Areas): 1. 
Basian, 2. , 3. Ghour, 4. 
Badgees. 5. tiya, 6. South 
Gazni 


Urban Guerrilla Force 
This new phenomenon in the 


struggle of Afghan ple 
came into action in 1981. They are 
called the Urban Guerrilla Force. 
because they operate in the urban 
areas as opposed to the rural areas 
where Mujahideen are more 
active They proceed in groups of 
2. 3 or 4 They have carned out 
several successful attacks against 
the Kabul regime and Russian 
forces. Their main field of action 
is the capital Kabul. Gazni, Herat 
and Qandhar 
Radio Kabul’s Reports 

Radio Kabul has reported 
admittedly 68 i . fierce 
fighting during in 
if moe ang According to Kabul 
Radio, 33 encounters took place 
in July in 17 provinces and 35 
clashes in 16 provinces. 

350 Afghan ers joined the 
Mujahideen forces on the occa- 
sion of Idul Fitr in Paghman. Simi- 


, soldiers bringng with them 
ra Petro joined Mujahideen in 


Panjoy in 
” — Agency Afghan Press 

















ISLAMIC LEADERS MAKE PRONOUNCEMENTS ON CURRENT ISSUES 


Importance of Rural Councils 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 8 Nov 82 p 2 


[Speech by President Khamene'i] 


(Text ] 


TEHRAN. Nov 7 (IRNA) — 
President Seyed Ali Khamene’i on 
Saturday said the Islamic councils 
in the outlying areas have to play 
vital role for the improvement of 
the lot of the rural populanon of 
the country. 

So far 20,000 councils for the 
rural areas have been established 
which are due to start work across 
the country soon. 

The representatives of the 

attended a seminar held 
here and also called on President 
Khamene’i on Saturday to receive 
guidance from him. 


regime of the shah the rural - 
lation had been deprived se) 


should act in a purely 
Islamic manner. He said the mem- 
bers of the councils should be 
those who believe in Islam and the 
Islamic Revolution. 
He urged that al] doors for the 
entry of misguided people in the 


strongly ' 
adopted by the shah’s regime 
which aimed at making the 


agricultural sector dependent on 
s and added that 


The said the road to 
self-sufficiency 1s difficult and 
added that through committed 
efforts the Iraman nation should 
overcome these difficulties. 

The superpowers and their 
agents stand against us, he said 
adding that the citizenry should 
strive to make the Islamic Repub- 
lic sufficient in food supplies. 

On this issue. he said the rural 
population has great respon: 
sibilines and he pointed out that if 
the efforts of the rural population 
are successful the nation wil) be 

able to stand more firmly before 


the big powers 

He ea the government of the 
Islamic Republic s paying due 
attention to the development of 
the agricultural sector through its 
plans to mechanuze this sector 
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Operations in Iraq Defensive 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 13 Nov 82 pp l, 4 


[Speech by Hojjat ol-Eslam Imami-Kashani ] 


[Text] 


TEHRAN, Nov. 12 (IRNA) 
~- ee Imam Kashani 
said today that the foreign media 
including both the Eastern and 
Western branches were now pro- 
Pagating that the Islamic Republic 
entered Iraqi territory and 
was seeking domunation. 
Speaking as the leader of 
Tehran's Friday prayers at Tehran 
University. Hojjatolesiam [mami 
Kashan said that [ran is only 
defending itself, adding that this 
was part of Iran's defense 


to stop from the ic pot 


point of 
Therefore. said the prayers 
leader the whole of lranian 
1auon. including the youth and 
‘Iderly according to the sublime 
'sachings of Islam should move to 


cut off the hands of global 
sors with the help o God. This is 
an Islamic duty, ° he said. 

The Friday prayers leader 
then. asked God for the downfall 
of the Zionist-inspired regime 
raq and the liberation of its 
nations from Saddam's tyranny. 

Discoursing on ‘the militaty 
and spiritual power of the Islamic 
defenders, he said that no coun- 
trv’s forces possessed such a pow- 
erfu) combination. 

Talking about the people's pre- 
sence on the battlefiekis, Ho}- 
yeep a ry Imam Se 
that the U.S. was frightened 
Islamic Revolution, adding that as 
a result of the Islamic combatants 
recent victories, the U.S. 
announced the holding of pro- 
vocative military manuevers in 
Morocco. 


Q 


Somalia, Sudan, Egypt, and 
Oman, the most reactionary 
regimes in North Africa and the 
Mideast have also conducted joint 
military manuevers with the U.S. 
he said. , 
Daily Persian Gall Revenns 300 

M. Divs. 
He then urged the regional 
countries to pay attention to the 
daily 300 million dollars in 


e countries and to use it 
for the benefit of their 
instead of bolstering the 

He continued the 


portion of the Iranian .wealth 

The agents of the U.S. and the 
shah spent great amounts of 
money for their e: both 
inside and out of the country and 


The world oppressor 
through such crimes in 
Iran made the people 


miserable. Nevertheless, 
he continued, "Our nation, 


under a righeous leader- 
ship expelled them and 
God willing, the entire 


Islamic ummah will eventu- 


ally rise and save all 
the Islamic lands from 
foreigners and exploiters 
aligned with global 
oppression." 





Nor example @ recent me 

The leader Hosseini in which he sai 
stored wo the wee ae that the Kurds were being killed in 
ic combatants in Kurdestan Kurdestan while today, the 

in order to introduce the counter. prayers leaders said, everyone 
revolutionaries. Hojj 4 whether Kurd, or Turk, Arab or 
Imami “ a ae Fars or of any race was fighting 
; 7 against falsehood under the 


gathered in Paris, interpreted the eoee ot ee, Se © ne 


adding tha t, those who were 


become the center of a group om) 
Ra unale such as Banisadr, Masud nor Lranian but were of the 
peeime hin acer), Ezzedin U.S. Those who fled Iran and 
7 Kurdish coun- Rortucd against the Islamic 
terrevolutionary leader) Reza ic did aot gaia any 
an assortment of He concluded. by that 
+ Of course, he continued the gee ppg | yn 
. : , was to . 
eould ‘not do anythmg but a 
nonsense. He Mentioned as an 


No Political Prisoners in Iran 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 13 Nov 82 pp 1, 4 


[Speech by Chief Justice of Supreme Court Ayatollah Musavi-Ardabili] 
[Text] 


TEHRAN, Nov. 12 (Kayhao 
Int'l.) — The Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court Ayatollah Musavi 
Ardebili who is also a member of 
the Supreme Judicial Council, in a 


On the other hand the attitude 
that is assumed towards us is the 
attitude of an acquaintance when 
in fact there exists no real famil- 








— conference held here on 
ursday replied to various ques- 
tions raised by domestic and 
foreign newsmen. 

In introductory remarks deli- 
vered at the beginning of this 
press conference Avatollah Arde- 
bili said, “Our Islamic / ngrager 
has a philosophy and is Our 
nation was tormented beyond its 
endurance by the previous 


regime’s tyranny, discrimination - 


and injustice and revolted as a 
result. This revolution was a 
movement away from discrimina- 
tion and injustice towards justice, 
morality, and virtue. Al] the deci- 
sions and laws made in the course 
of this revolution have been in this 
direction.” 

The Chief Justice continued. 
“But we feel that the world has 
not vet known our revolution as it 
is. Still, for some countries, the 
real face of our revolution and 
movement has remained covered. 
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iarity. 

they claim to be speaking 
from our words’, he said, ‘But 
they attribute such things to us 
that do not have any source and if 
they have, it is the counter- 
revolutionaries and fugitives who 
are quoted by them. It is evident 
that such sources cannot be 
trustworthy. 

“We are interested in introduc- 
ing ourselves as we are so that 
when we are questioned, the 
realities will be taken from us and 
presented,” Ayatollah Ardebili 
remarked 


‘Although we know that there 
are many individuals among the 
representatives of the foreign 
mews agencies and mass media 
who distort the facts due to their 
dependence on the big powers” 
the Chief Justice said, “‘neverthe- 
less we believe that there can be 
found some persons who view 
reality honestly and reflect it. 








“Anyway, it is not only we who 
are situated in this situation. 
There are many other nations 
such as the Palestimans and the 
deprived Muslims of Lebanon 
who are in a simular state and their 
voice is not honestly reflected by 
many of the foreign mass media 
which claim to be quoting them,” 
he pointed out. 

After this introduction the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court answered the questions of 
the newsmen. 

In reply to a question on the 
tnal of counterrevoluuonary ele- 
ments, Ayatollah Musav: Ardebil 
said, “The tnals are held accord- 
ing to the [slamic pnnciples and 
laws and the person accused has 
the mght to defend himself and 
obtain a lawyer The tral ts rela- 
tively public and the verdicts are 
implemented after being issued.” 

When asked which organiza- 
tion decides whether a military 
court should take charge of a tnal, 
the Chief Jusnce replied, ‘In the 
constitution, we have a ministry of 
jusnce and along with this minis- 
try there ws the judicial organiza- 


It was asked, . 
gumber of political and other. pris- 
oners in [ran;" The Chief Justice 
answered, ‘We have no political 
prisoners in [ran. It is: better to be 
asked in this way, ‘Is anvbody 
imprisoned or punished in the 
Islamic Republic of (ran without 
having committed any offense?’ 


CSO: 4600/105 


‘“Is justice administered or 
not?” Basically the y4uality of 
administering justice should be 
asked not the figures. The judicial 
authonties endeavor so that not 
even one individual will stay in 
prison or be executed without 
having perpetrated an offense or 
crime. Not one drop of blood is 
shed from the body of an innocent 


Ayatollah Musavi Ardebili was 

. “Have you presented vour- 

self as a candidate for the Assem- 

bly of Experts? he replied. “No. 

But if the people suggest, I will 
mot reject.” 

It was asked, “With regard to 
the fact that the generalities of a 
bill to determine the destiny of the 
fugitives’ property has been 

ved in the Islamic Consulta- 
tive Assembly (Majlis), please 
relate. how many of the persons 
who have fled the country after 
the revolution have been iden- 
tified so far on the basis of investi- 


ions, what problems you are 
es the execution of this bill. 


what is ag 5 a ot oe 
concerning retuming of the 
individuals who have gone abroad 
and is there any guarantee for 
them to retum?” 

The chief justice of the Sup 
reme Court replied, “Plans are 
under way in this and for 
{urther identification of the fugi- 
tives. we need the help of the 
Hezbullahi ummah. As to their 
return, if they have not committed 
any offense they can come back to 
their country and be assured that 


they will enjoy full secunty.”’ 

Asked about the activities of 
the religious courts, Ayatollah 
Ardebili said. ‘‘According to the 
laws approved by the Majlis, we 
have Islamized the adrnimistration 
of justice. Fourteen religious’ 
courts have been established in as 
many cites and God willing this 
number will soon increase.” 

In response to a question on the 
difference between the Western 
and Islamic judicial laws, the chief 
justice remarked, “The judicial 
law of Islam is a combination of 
two systems, the codified and 
uncodified systems. There are 
some cases in which the system is 
uncodified that is to say the 
common law, the culture. and the 
judge's thought are applied and in 
some other cases the system is 
codified. Previously there only 
existed one system in Iran which 
was the codified one, and in some 
of the countries of the world there 
exist uncodified systems. But the 
judicial law of Islam is a combina- 
tion of these two systems. Such 
cases as Qisas (retributive jus- 
tice), hudud and diyat are in the 
codified system and the cases of 
ta'zirat are included in the 


uncodified system. 
In = to a reporter who asked 
him, “How many judges have so 


far been purged?" Ayatollah 
Musavi Ardebili said, “Some- 
where between 180 to 200 of those 
Seegsiad' ts coats Si 

as undesiradie ecie- 
ments have been purged by the 
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ISRAEL 


GENERAL MANAGER OF TADIRAN DISCUSSES MILITARY EXPORTS 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 26 Sep 82 p 19 


[Article by Ya'aqov Ha'elyon: "Israeli Products Have Broken Through to 
American Army"[ 


[Text] Within the walls of the black glass building, perched atop the hill, 
is hidden material for a gripping novel: overt and covert power struggles, 
confrontations, combatants locked in struggle, a world that does not 
recognize moral values and ethics, schemes, a war against espionage--and 
defense against accusations of espionage. A situation in which you have to 
fight from an inferior economic and political position, and therefore 

your muscle is weak. But you develop counterforces which overcome the 

lack: high quality at low prices. 


| listened to stories which can be revealed. I knew that the sensitive 
material would not be exposed. And I confess that sometimes my imagination 
became unbridled. 


When entering the exceptional building, which overlooks the road, the 
momentary guest does not perceive the din of battle. It is one of the 
most impressive buildings. Behind its exterior is the brain and the heart 
of Tadiran. The work levels are open to the stairs. They are filled with 
green plants, pleasant shadows, very tranquil, aesthetic. 


When speaking of Tadiran, which is first in its fiela in Israel and one of 
the 50 largest in the world, one realizes that this industry is not just 
parts and wires, workers bent over work benches, engineers at drafting 
tables, and economists working with numbers. 


Tadiran has focused its attention this month not on something particularly 
close to the heart of the average man--competition in the Israeli refrigera- 
tor market--but on something in the international sphere. The Reuters 
Agency announced a gigantic deal between Tadiran and the People's Republic 
of China, which seeks to carry out an operation to modernize its army. The 
Chinese government has characterized this announcement as "a baseless 
invention." Yigal Ne'en n, the general manager of Tadiran says laconically: 
"That is not truc." 
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Earlier, at the beginning of the month, there was a report of an important 
deal which in fact was carried through. Opening the way to the American 
army. 


To get a sense of it, if you were to place, one after the other, the 18,000 
vehicles of the U.S. army, the line would stretch for 150 kilometers. In 
each of the vehicles there will be installed a sophisticated communications 
device, made by Israeli hands. This fact causes us, the Israelis, a sense 
of what might be called "heartfelt pride." Tadiran's deal goes beyond the 
monetary significance--39 million dollars (one billion 170 million shekels) , 
[t involves power struggles between the American Congress and the Pentagon 
and the U.S. Army. All the eyes of NATO countries were on it. In a strange 
way, all of them hoped that Israel and its supporters would come out on 

top. It is possible that the order which was created will enable the 
expansion of the road leading Israeli products to the American army. 


Yigal Ne'eman, an obvious representative of the generation of young 

managers, is 41, graying hair, blue eyed, speaking the language of a Sabra. 
lle is the man who heads the second largest industrial company in Israel 
(after Aviation Industries); a company whose annual revenues are estimated 

at 400 million dollars (12 billion shekels), employing 9,300 workers. About 
half of its sales involve exports. While industrialists protest about the 
stumbling blocs placed inthe way of exports, Tadiran is proud of the increase 
this year in its exports, to 180 million dollars, up from 156 million last 
year. Ne'eman says: "Believe me, this costs blood. It does not come 
easily. He immediately hastens to moderate the rosy picture presented by 

the numbers: ''The question must be how many orders we received this year. 
Here the picture is less rosy. There is a recession in the world. 

Currency rates are not working in our favor. Encouragement by the government 
is in a gnawing process." 


The Israeli market is the largest customer of Tadiran. But the large 
investment in development, about 8 percent of its revenue, requires the 
development of world markets. Thus, the great battle to sell the world 
quantities which will repay the investment. 


In this battle, a stumbling bloc to Tadiran is the fact that it is an 

Israeli company. Ne'‘eman divides the world into four parts: the western 
industrial world, which protects local industries and interferes with the 
competition of such foreign companies as Tadiran; the eastern communist world 
which does not maintain ties with Israel; the hostile Muslim world; and the 
non-industrial countries. "The eastern world and the Muslim countries are 
closed to us for all practical purposes, even if not totally. What is left 
to us essentially are the countries of Latin America, the far east, and 

small parts of Africa which are unaffected by the petroleum countries." 


According tu him, the name of the game is finding ways in spite of the 
obstacles. In every case, consumers strongly prefer to buy what they need 
from Europe and America. But, "they will buy from me if I give them a 
better product at a cheaper price. I am speaking essentially of sales to 


19 ue 








tie public sector, i.e., governments, which are more sensitive to political 
problems and interests." 


Tadiran operates and sells to 50 countries in the world. The conquest of 
markets requires very hard work and high motivation. Sometimes, mere 

struggle is not enough. Creativity is called for. You cannot always go 

the straight path. ‘There are countries which we are trying to penetrate, 
even though it is forbidden to us. We do this by means of a third party, 

and that is easy. We are not selling underwear. We are exporting a technical 
product, which requires the instruction of our experts, assistance, and 
backup. Therefore, we are always looking fo. experts with foreign passports." 
The road is torturous and complicated even when the struggle is kosher. 

This is shown by the American deal which was just consummated. Joining the 
race to supply communications equipment for American military vehicles was 
made possible thanks to a paragraph in the Camp David accord, to which was 
appended a memorandum of understanding. According to this memo, Egypt and 
Israel were permitted to participate in bidding to supply defense equipment 

to the U.S. This permission is also given to all NATO countries. Tadiran 
decided to compete in the bidding on communications equipment. "It was 

a difficult and complicated story. It was clear to us that we had to be the 
best and the cheapest." 


In the opposite corner was the American firm I Systems, which wanted a piece 
of the action. Behind it stood a powerful group with connections in the 
Senate and the House of Representatives. 'We did not want to fight with 
them. We proposed dividing the deal fifty-fifty. They did not respond 

in the negative, but strung us along until the last minute, hoping that the 
delay would prevent us from submitting a bid in time. They tried to create 

a situation in which we would lose on both ends. They erred. We got our bid 
in one day before the deadline." 


Later, Il Systems created a bid row. Among other things it went to federal 
court with the claim that the permission for Israel to participate in biddings 
was illegal. According to their claim, the law of the memorandum of under- 
standing was the same as the law of an international treaty, which must be 
ratified by the Senate. But, according to its lawyers, the matter had not 
been submitted to the Senate. 


They used congressmen, headed by Jim Wright, Democratic majority leader in 
the House of Representatives. He proposed a law to reduce the right of the 
government to purchase defense equipment from foreign producers; this 
angered the NATO countries and in particular the anger of the West German 
ambassador in the U.S. Later, Wright and other representatives from Indiana 
and Florida--where I Systems are located--argued that one could not depend 
upon a foreign supplier as an exclusive supplier of essential military 
equipment. A fortiori when speaking of Israel "which is located in an 
unstable and dangerous region.'' It was also argued that purchasing the 
equipment from Israel would increase unemployment in the U.S. 
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The general manager of Tadiran relates: ‘They did not give up. They invented 
all kinds of strange arguments. For example: that we would worsen the 
condition of blacks in the U.S. Israel, they argued, does not employ blacks. 
Therefore, execution of the deal would put the black workers in the American 
company's plants in an inferior position. They brought various pressures 

to bear upon us, including seduction: the promise to give us ‘something 
else' if we would give up this deal. Against the whole system of pressures 
that they brought to bear on us, we presented the quality and the low price 
of our equipment--7.5 million dollars cheaper than the bid of the American 
company. In secret you can behave like a wild man. But we had to play the 
open game absolutely clean. It is very easy to be caught in your own error, 
and to accuse them of improper behavior. 


"No, our work is not a picnic, not in this deal and not in others. In the 
real world, many companies compete for one deal. They all try to find 
defects in the competitors and to present them in a negative light, without 
clarifying the means." 


Winning the contract in the U.S. was a breakthrough, in spite of the 
pressures which were exerted on the Pentagon and the army to prevent it. 

"To our good fortune, the struggle was conducted in a system in which the 
rules of the game are relatively good. Praise is due to the American 
administration, which was strict in operating according to law and in the 
Americans' interest, and did not succumb to the pressure. In most countries, 
the power of the interests which are not relevant to the matter ‘s very great. 
Companies whose moral practices are less than honorable operate within their 
borders. When we are confronted in such countries, we must face systems 
which slander both society and Israel: attempts to give Israel an image of 
an unreliable country in which at any moment war can break out, where at 

any moment the pipeline through which orders are delivered to the buyer can 
be shut off." 


Because of the pressures stemming from its Israeli character, many promising 
deals of Tadiran were foiled. About a year ago, the company had concluded 

a deal with a European country involving $80 million. Tadiran had paved its 
way in "all advanced warfare." The finance minister of that country author- 
ized the deal, but because the producer was an Israeli company, the 
authorization of the prime minister was required, and he denied it. "It was 
only because we were Israelis. We were ther first in quality and the most 
attractive in price. We worked with a local company and there was discussion 
of local production. But he said: No! Three years of work and enormous 
investments went down the drain." 


Another promising deal was foiled, even though Tadiran had proposed very 
attractive conditions. There was an agreement between Israel and that 
country according to which for every purchase made by one of the countries 
in the market of the other, the seller would purchase that same amount in 
products of the buyer. 


"We proposed to them doubling the amount of purchases from them. For every 
million dollars of Tadiran products purchased by them, we would buy 2 million 
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dollars of their products. Our proposal was also cheap. The competing 
company in that country offered the same products at a price exceeding 
ours by 80 percent. But the government there chose the local company 
in order to encourage local industry. And that reminds me: even the 
Israeli government protects local industry, but that protection, if it 
is not the lowest in the world, is at the lowest level." 


The central pillar of Tadiran is production of military communications 
equipment. "This is the only area in which we are numbered among the top 
of the line in the world. Perhaps we are the only company in the world 
which can supply all of the communications needs of an army--on land, 

at sea, and in the air, for tactical as well as strategic purposes." 

The device called "Shamir" has won a lot of publicity. Israel was the 
first and only country to produce a device which operates at very high 
frequencies. It contains encoding equipment as well as devices for 
avoiding interference and jamming, and preventing the location and 
eavsdropping on the device. 


"Other countries--the U.S., Britain, France--are at an advanced Stage, 

or more advanced, in production of such a device. Therefore, we must 

be quick to exploit the temporary advantage. We sold the device to 

more than one country. We wanted to sell up to $800 million worth in 

the next decade. The forecast is for the sale of only $400 million. 

Even that amount is not in the bag. To sell less than $400 million would 
not be a success." 


Another system deals with the sale of equipment and communications 

Systems to civilian consumers. A third system--"the newest area with 

the greatest potential"--is the development of military electronic systems 
for electronic warfare, electro-optical systems (including systems for 
night vision and control for tanks and other weapons); simulators; 
communications systems (as opposed to communications devices) both mobile 
and strategic. 


The "peace in Galilee" war attracted the public's attention to one of the 
devices produced in this system--the drone airplane. A competing drone 
is produced by Aviation Industries, and both of them are used by the IDF. 


"The development of our drone began after the Yom Kippur War. The air 
force was involved with a foreign produced drone, and they did not get 
the results they had expected. Therefore, we entered the picture and 
developed a drone that answered their needs. Its service became so 
important, that the army cannot do without it; the drone gives a full 

and instant picture of the battle field. The advantage of our drone is 
that it is simple and cheap. It may be defined as "electronics installed 
on a platform flying over the target"; in this, it differs from another 
approach, that of Aviation Industries, whose drone is in fact a small 
plane." 


The general manager of Tadiran continues: "Because of the fierce compe- 
tition over the drone with Aviation Industries, the two types of drones 
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pive Israel advantages not enjoyed by other countries using drones. These 
tools have become a standard part of the army. These tools work and they 
passed the test well during the hot days of war." 


Why are we surpassing even the great powers in this field? "It seems that 
no great power is subject to the pressures and condition that we are. The 
drone is appropriate for someone who is in the mentality of fighting. 
Nevertheless, the world is buying our drones." 


Recently, some accusations have been made about Tadiran by people at Aviation 
Industries. They claim that the company does not deny itself against 
industrial espionage. Its people who serve in the reserves have anparently 
copied parts of the product of Aviation Industries. It is also claimed that 
Tadiran foiled a deal which involved the sale of Aviation Industries drones 
to a foreign country. An air force officer who visited that country 
apparently made known certain comments regarding defects in the drone of 
Aviation Industries. He noted that because of those defects, the IDF was 
holding back from purchasing them. There is a lot of significance to that 
comment. The IDF is considered to be an entity which needs only the best 
product on the market. 


At the time, Yigal Ne'eman responded to these accusations directly. He said 
that they stemmed from the "nervousness" of competition, and that they 
were "unreasonable and ridiculous." 


Now he says: "One day we found ourselves facing accusations, all of which 
were wrong. First of all, they published them and wrote about them in the 
press, but we were acquitted later. I have it in writing that the director 
general of the Defense Minister determined that all of the accusations were 
without merit. I believe they were created against the background of our 
being a small community. Our people and their people serve in the reserves, 
and become acquainted with the product of the competing company. I 

believe that the accusations from Aviation Industries stemmed from nervous- 
ness. Someone got hot and developed a series of interpretations of various 
events, which proved erroneous. Thus arose the accusations against us." 


At the same time he believes that there is a preference for Aviation 
Industries and other state owned electronics firms over Tadiran. ''Members 
of the boards of directors of competing firms are government officials. 
They also make decision. There is a motive to increase the profits of 
those companies at the expense of others." 


Another substantial system in the activities of Tadiran is the production of 
consumer products. More than once the question has been asked: What does 
Tadiran, an advanced electronic giant, have to do with consumer products. 
Ne'eman says: "We have a problem of balance, and a responsibility for the 
livelihood of 9300 workers. Our economy is a fluctuating one. At certain 
times enormous budgets are allocated to defense, and that helps us. At 
other times, these budgets are cut, and the tax on consumer products is 
reduced. We are like a four-legged animal: export, defense, civilian 
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communications, consumer products. At any given time, two or three of our 
legs will be strong. Thus, the company has never had a problem." 


The consumer product division comprises 20 percent of the company's output. 
Most of the products have been developed independently. They include 
refrigerators, mixers, and batteries with which Tadiran has been identified 
since the company was established in the early 60's with the merger of 

Tadir Co with the Ran Co, which produced batteries. Since then the company 
has come a long way, and the variety of batteries which it manufactures 

is almost ‘infinite,’ including dry cells for household use, magnesium 
batteries, zinc silver batteries used in missiles, the lithium battery, etc. 
"We have an advantage on the world scale in these batteries, we sell a lot 
of them, we sell knowledge, and we build factories throughout the world. The 
[Israeli lithium batteries can operate at extreme climatic conditions, from 
minus 100 to plus 200 degrees Celsius." 


The lithium batteries are found at heads of drillings, which reach deep into 
the earth, and can be stored up to 10 years, as opposed to other batteries 
which can be stored for only a few months. They store energy up to 8 to 

10 times that of conventional batteries. Recently, this battery has also 
served medical needs: it is used for implants which store energy, 
principally for pace makers. Thanks to it, it is unnecessary to perform 
surgery on Dace maker users annually to replace batteries. The battery 

must be replaced once in 10 years. It was recently reported that a Tadiran 
battery was installed in an artificial heart which was implanted in a 
patient experimentally, after his heart had ceased to function. 


Stock of Tadiran is not publicly traded on the stock exchange. They are 
owned in equal amounts by the Kur Co and the American company General 
Telephone and Electronics, except for 9 percent which is owned by the workers. 


"If you ask what is the secret of the success of Tadiran, I would say that 
the workers are the primary factor. We have a team of people who work very 
hard and who are devoted. There is strong motivation. Other factors 
contributing to our success are our international marketing network (we are 
aggressive in all business deals, not just in refrigerator competition...) 
and our original and advanced technology which we have developed. Original 
development in not Only a goal, but a necessity for us, because of the 
special circumstances of Israel. We hope to achieve original development at 
a rate of 80 percent. Until now we have achieved 60 percent. An additional 
advantage is our penetration of special areas of electronics. We do not 
compete, for example, with Japan in the production of mini-batteries." 


It is impossible to avoid the picquant comparison of the opposition of 
American interests to the large communications equipment deal, and the 
opposition of Tadiran to the import of batteries for household use. Tadiran 
uses the same rationale used by the Americans: imports of batteries causes 
unemployment and will cause the layoff of its workers. It is also claimed 
that batteries are being imported from Germany at cut rate prices. 
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If, in the American affair, the West German ambassador intervened against 
the local producers, the commercial attache of the West German consulate 
in Israel will intervene in the affair of the batteries. He strongly 
protested the suggestion of Tadiran that the batteries from Germany be 
subject to a heavy tariff. In both cases, Tadiran came out on top. 


7075 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


HIGH TECH INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS--In the coming years, high tech industry will 
capture about 50 percent of industrial exports, and its rate of growth 

will reach about 20 percent per year. This was stated by the Director 
General of the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Avraham Ashrai, at a 

study day held in Herzliya for new entrepreneurs in the high tech industries. 
He emphasized that in other industries, the anticipated growth rate will 

be only 4 percent per year. Ashrai noted that this study day is the first 
in a series of study days to be held during the year among industrialist 

and entrepreneurs in order to present them with the business possibilities 
presented by the ministry, and to create a closer contact between the 
Ministry of Industry and the industrialists and exporters. During the study 
days, the entrepreneurs will be presented with possibilities of aid by the 
Ministry of Industry in the areas of investments, financing, research and 
development, development regions, and industrial parks. Ashrai also noted 
that investment in research and development this year is $120 million, and 
that the ministry's participation amounts to $38 million. At the same time, 
investments of $300 million in research and development should be reached 

by the end of this decade. [Text] [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 23 Sep 82 

p 11] 7075 
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KUWAIT 


GOVERNMENT DECREE INTENDED TO SOLVE STOCK MARKET CRISIS ANALYZED 
Text of Decree Presented 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 20 Sep 82 p 3 


[Text] Referral of the business transaction cases and 
registration of them within 30 days with the Arbitration 
Commission. 


The commission has the right to change the forward 
trading price to the spot market price. 


Article 1. Registration is mandatory for all business transactions involving 
the purchase of company shares according to the forward trading system if 
they occurred before this decree-law has gone into effect and if they 
involved postdated checks or any other means of payment in accordance with 
which the value [of the shares] has not been paid up. Registration shall 
take place, with the body appointed by the minister of commerce, within 

30 days after the decree goes into effect. [Information concerning] regis- 
tration procedures and the necessary documents for registration shall be 
announced by order of the minister of commerce. No claim, demand, grievance, 
or any other type of case not registered by the deadline set shall be heard 
by any judicial, arbitration, or investigative body. 


The Arbitration Commission 


Article 2. One or more Arbitration Commissions shall be formed by order cf 
the Council of Ministers. Each one shall consist of five members, with the 
chairman being a member of the judiciary. They alone shall have the author- 
ity to decide disputes concerning the business transaction cases specified 
in Article 1 and claims resulting therefrom. The commission may order the 
taking of necessary precautionary steps, including prohibition of the right 
to freely dispose of property and prohibition of the right to travel. The 
commission may also seek the assistance of anyone whom it deems appropriate 
in order to aid it in the performance of its task. 


Article 3. Business transactions registered in accordance with Article l 
shall be referred to the commission and those concerned shall be informed 
of this. Furthermore, disputes brought to court as of the date of validity 
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of this decree-law, and which have not yet been decided, shall be reffered to 
the commission. All civil and penal procedures concerning these business 
transactions and their means of payment, including bankruptcy declaration 
procedures, shall cease until the commission decides these cases. 


Article 4. The commission shall decide disputes referred to it without being 
restricted by procedures set forth in the Commercial and Civil Procedure 
Codes. It shall make decisions concerning the settlement of the rights of 
parties involved in accordance with the commercial customary law in effect 
and in accordance with the requirements of sincere business practices, bear- 
ing in mind that both public order and the national economy must be preserved. 
The commission may also decide the method of payment, including having pay- 
ments due be paid in installments, and may declare business transactions 
invalid on the grounds of deception or any other grounds which stipulate 
invalidation of the contract and restoring matters to their previous status. 
In all such cases the commission's ruling shall be final and shall be 
implemented in accordance with the principles stipulated in the Commercial 
and Civil Procedure Code. 


In case of non-compliance with the implementation of the ruling, or non- 
payment of the amount determined in the ruling, investigative bodies and 
persons concerned may undertake penal and civil procedures, including de- 
claration of bankruptcy and the consequences thereof. 


Article 5. The commission may change the forward trading price agreed upon 
to the spot price which was current in the market at the time of the con- 
tractual agreement, adding to it a percentage determined by a decision made 
by the Council of Ministers. 


Article 6. The parties involved in the business transaction cases specified 
in this decree-law may undertake settlements among themselves provided that 
the rights of others are not violated and that the Arbitration Commission is 
informed of this. 


Article 7. The minister of justice, legal, and administrative affairs shall 
issue a decision concerning the regulation of the work done by the Arbitration 
Commissions specified in Article 2 and the procedures which they will follow. 
Article 8. The provisions of this decree-law shall be in effect for the 
period of 1 year as of the date it comes into force, and a decree may extend 
this period of time for an additional year. 


Article 9. Implementing article. 


This draft decree-law has been accompanied by an explanatory memorandum which 
contains a detailed explanation of this law. 
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Decree's Practical Effect Analyzed 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 20 Sept 82 pp 1, 20 


[Text] There is a constitutional aspect which one must already be aware of 
in order to understand the true meaning of the issuance of the "decree-law" 
which was adopted by the Council of Ministers yesterday. The decree-law 
appeared in the Official Gazette today, containing the aforementioned nine 
articles designed to regulate the securities market situation. 


A decree-law is usually issued during exceptional circumstances brought on 

by developments--whether the developments are economic, political, or social-- 
in case these circumstances arrive at a stage resembling a state of emergency 
and require emergency legislation which can be quickly implemented! This is 
what happened during the last 7 weeks when the interweaving and entanglement 
of rights and obligations in the securities market reached a stage of con- 
fusion which required the intervention of the government in order to put 
matters in order by means of an emergency legislative formula. 


What happened is that his highness the crown prince and prime minister, 
throughout the last 2 months, personally undertook a rapid daily review of 
developments in the market. He did this by means of personal meeting with 
[people from] the various sectors concerned with the market crisis. At the 
same time, various parties--either personally or through volunteer commit- 
tees--as well as other official parties took the initiative to participate 
in bringing matters up and [proposing] a solution. After making these 
exhaustive rounds of field and legal consultations, government officials 
felt that it was proper for the final solutions to be legally binding within 
the limits of constitutional legitimacy. For this reason, during the past 
2 weeks official government bodies eagerly researched the points of view of 
[people in] the various market sectors concerning a solution. This was 
accompanied by a special effort to emerge with a solution which would be in 
a constitutional framework and would be in a detailed form which would deal 
with the various aspects of the problem. This was done in order to create 
an atmosphere of trust inside the market--by reaffirming the necessity of 
carrying out [this measure] and having everyone be committed to it, and by 
eliminating the previous state of urgency concerning the matter of claims. 


A slow and deliberate reading of the nine articles of the draft law--the 
text of which testifies to the great effort which the government had made 
in order to put it in this total form, involving all of its procedural, 
legal, and economic aspects--allows one to make the following detailed 
points concerning it: 


1. Some people may think that it is possible to immediately come up with 
rapid procedural solutions. But the decree is based on the viewpoint, which 
is broader and is comprehensive, that the basic approach toward the solu- 
tion is to take stock of and compile numerical information concerning the 
entire situation and to know exactly the volume of the checks circulating 

in the market. Unless the government is accurately informed about the scope 
of the crisis, any remedies or steps will be marginally effective, and 
perhaps they will also entail unforeseen consequences. This is the reason 
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for specifying the formation of one or more Arbitration Commissions, to be 
chaired by a judge. Forming the bodies in this manner will guarantee the 
complete integrity of these committees and will guarantee that they have the 
necessary disciplined behavior. 


2. Anyone who posses a postdated check of the sort which is at issue is 
supposed to present it to the Arbitration Commission within 1 month. As for 
new legal claims or claims which have previously been brought to court, they 
will be suspended until the Arbitration Commissions reach decisions concern- 
ing the cases referred to them. In other words, the period of cessation of 
the legal claims will be an open-ended period of time, and is not limited 

to l or 2 months. It will be open-ended and its end will depend on the date 
that the Arbitration Commissions reach decisions concerning their cases, and 
it should be borne in mind that all of the rulings reached concerning these 
matters will be final. 


3. There is also the matter of the interest rate, and some people are 
waiting for it to be determined since they consider it to be the basis for 

a solution. But, according to the decree, the determination of this interest 
rate will be made on the basis of a subsequent decision by the Council of 
Ministers, and this, so it seems, will not take place until the committees 
have compiled all their complete numerical information concerning the problen. 
According to what is understood from the contents of the decree, the interest 
rate cannot be determined until the size and scope of the crisis becomes 
perfectly clear. 


4. In the meantime, parties involved in the business transactions have the 
right to undertake compromise procedures among themselves provided that this 
does not violate the rights of others and provided that the Arbitration 
Commission is informed of this. Thus the government has left the field 

open for compromise procedures and for curtailing the time [necessary] for 
them to take place between the parties concerned in the market--in order to 
make it possible that liquidity be speedily pumped [into the market] so 

that the wheels [of the market] get rolling again, with the (Kuwait-Gulf) 
Securties Company also entering the market in the near future in order to 
purchase [securities there]. 


5. And finally there remain some routine bureaucratic procedures which will 
soon be taking their course. These are, for example, the details which will 
be determined by the minister of commerce concerning the procedures of 
registration and concerning the documents necessary to be submitted to the 
Arbitration Commissions. Also, the minister of justice must issue his 
decision concerning the formation of the Arbitration Commissions, the life- 
period of which the decree nas set as being 1 year--subject to renewal for 

1 additional year. On the basis of this general understanding of the decree-- 
as the details concerning ‘t were understood before being officially published 
today~-the market has received the decree with a general sense of relief. The 
basis of this sense of relief is the feeling that elimination of the urgency 
of the legal claims will grant the mass of people buying and selling shares 

in the market an opportunity to catch their breath--providing ample scope and 
opportunity for arranging quittances outside the scope of the official com- 
mittees, especially when the cases pending are between two parties rather 

than three parties. 
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Resignation of Government Demanded 
Kuwait AL-TALI'AH in Arabic No 764, 20 Oct 82 pp 14-17 


(Text| All throughout two long sessions which it held on Monday 11 October 
and Tuesday 12 Ocotber, the National Assembly continued to debate the great- 
est economic crisis which Kuwait has ever known. A new development unexpec- 
tedly occurred during the debate when a number of the representatives 
demanded the resignation of tha government since they considered the government 
to be the basic reason for the causes and increasing seriousness of the 
crisis. These representatives strongly objected to the decree-law which the 
government came forward with, saying that it constitutes a usurpation of the 
authority of the judiciary, that it protects speculators, and that it does 
not do justice to small businessmen. Some of the representatives gave 
lengthy commentaries concerning those whom they called "gangs," and the 
methods which they have utilized to destroy the national economy and plunder 
people's property. Some of the representatives accused one of the speculators, 
Subhi (Sukkar), of being another "Cohen"--alluding to the Zionist spy (Ellie) 
Cohen. Some of the representatives also objected to the decree, saying that 
it is vague and requires a great deal of clarification. One of the repre- 
sentatives talked about some of the practices of those whom he labelled as 
"gangs," and how they were able to establish ties with some of the [people 
who are] symbols of power. Another representative pointed out the degree 

of happiness with which the speculators received the decree. He said that 
one of them, who considers himself to be a member of the fourth estate in 
Kuwait, even proposed virtually the entire decree a week before it was 
announced. 


Faced with this attitude, the government took the position of defending 
itself and offering clarifications, explanations, and justifications. The 
prime minister talked twice, and the ministers of commerce, finance, and 
justice spoke several times. The minister of commerce was even forced to 
defend himself personally. In doing so, he said: "I am not clinging to 

my position. However, the thing which prevents me from [offering to] resign 
is the fact that I do not want this resignation to be interpreted as meaning 
that I have been involved in the market and that I am fleeing the confronta- 
tion." He went on to say: "I am not involved [in the market], it is not 

in my nature to flee, and I will continue to work until we come up with 
solutions." 


The crown prince, who is also the prime minister, also reaffirmed the neces- 
sity of cooperation. He asserted that what the representatives are demanding 
in terms of doing justice to small businessmen and punishing speculators is 
also the goal of the government. 


The next day the representatives debated two proposals, which were the 
following: 


l. The first proposal. This proposal stipulates the formation of a tempo- 
rary committee consisting of five representatives to study the decree-law 
which has been referred [to the National Assembly] by the government, to 
study the alternatives which have been proposed, and to submit a report to 
the National Assembly. 
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2. The second proposal. This proposal stipulates referring the decree, as 
well as the alternative plans submitted by the representatives, to the Legis- 
lative Committee. The National Assembly voted in favor of the second proposal 
on the condition that the Legislative Committee submit its report within l 
weck. 


Moreover, the meeting of the [Legislative] Committee will begin immediately. 
The Demand for the Resignation of the Government 


During Monday's session the representatives Khalid al-Sultan, Jasim al-'Awn, 
and Khalifah al-(Jarri) demanded the resignation of the government. Repre- 
sentative Khalid al-Sultan said: ‘The main problem today is a problem of 
confidence in the government vis-a-vis this crisis. The people of Kuwait 

are all asking: ‘Where was the government when it saw this catastrophe 
descending upon us?' There is no doubt about the fact that the government 
bears direct responsibility concerning what has happened. If we were in 

some other nation in which each individual knew and appreciated his rights, 
then the government would have immediately resigned before anybody would have 
demanded that it resign." 


He went on to say: "First of all, I am demanding that the government resign. 
Secondly I would like to ask, were any [of the people in the government ] 
involved in this game? I am asking this question because it will be impos- 
sible for people to have their rights restored to them and it will be impos- 
sible for the government to make sure that just rulings are made as long as 
the government itself was a party in [the crisis] which occurred." 


The representative then added: "I am not betraying any secret when I say 
that quite a few of the members of the National Assembly were involved in 
this game." 


The representative criticized what the government said about the fact that 
it would put handcuffs on the hands of the speculators and those who had 
caused this crisis. He asked a number of times how the government could do 
this. Then he presented some evidence which showed that it had been neces- 
sary for the government to do this, although it did nothing. And finally 
he asked: "After seeing this, how can one trust the government to do what 
it says?" 


Representative Jasim al-'Awn supported the position taken by his colleague 
and also demanded the resignation of the government. He said: ''There was 
one essential reason why people blindly rushed into the securities market. 
It was the statements made by his highness the crown prince and prime 
minister, as well as by some of the ministers concerned with the crisis, that 
they were fully satisfied about what was going on in this market and that 
its future was promising. These statements were made after the visit which 
was undertaken by the crown prince during the month of Ramadan. He thus 
gave legitimacy to the market's financial situation. The representative 
then presented a number of points, saying that they might contribute toward 
solving this problem. The points were as follows: 
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1, The demand that the government offer its resignation immediately by virtue 
of the fact that it bears the prime responsibility for this crisis, because 

it took no effective steps to prevent the catastrophe, and because of what 

is being said about the fact that some members of the government were involved 
in the market's transactions and dealings--and it is therefore impossible for 
the accused to act as judge. 


2. Rejection of Decree-Law Number 57 of 1982. This decree represents a 
usurpation of the constitution and an attack upon the judicial branch of 
government. 


3. Formation of special courts belonging to the judicial branch of govern- 
ment which would quickly review this problem. 


4. Investigation of all of the real estate sales transactions which took 
place in 1981. 


5. Recovery of all of the capital which has fled to places abroad. 
6. Disclosure of the dimensions of this vicious game. 


7. Investigation of all of the companies whose shares were bought and sold 
by people in the market. 


8. Non-payment of any compensation--using g .vernment money--to anyone who 
has suffered damages until all investigations ucve been completed and until 
all persons who were causes of the problem have received their just 
punishment. 


Representative Khalifah al-(Jarri) had the following to say: "The problem 
began last July. Why has the government not intervened to solve it?" He 
then added: "The government procrastinated and left the field open for 
speculators and smugglers [of capital]. The mistake was one made by the 
government. What does the government expect us to do about it? Let the 
government resign, and let a new government take its place so that we can 
work together with this new government if its intentions are honest." 


He went on to say: "How can we accept a law presented by a government which 
itself is involved and has a hand in the matter? It will turn out that 

the checks were made out in the names of ministers who themselves are part 
of the executive branch of government. How can the government be both the 
accused party and the judge? Let us have an innocent government take its 
place. We demand that this government resign and that it leave the field 
open for another government to take its place. Kuwait has enough people [to 
form such a new government]." 


Questions and Inquiries 


Representative Fayiz al-(Baghili) brought up a number of questions and 
inquiries concerning the decree-law. They were as follows: 


"Has the real scope and size of the problem been disclosed? " 
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"Will there be protection of the rights of those who have suffered damages, 
especially those who have sold their homes and taken out loans at banks?" 


"Will this decree punish the speculators and the swindlers?" 


"Will [the decree] encompass [events which took place] both before and after 
[the decree has gone into effect]?" 


"Is it legal to do business transactions in the al-Manakh Market? If it is 
not legal to do so, what was the government's relationship to it?" 


Representative al-(Baghili) then added: "I am against the decree and am on 
the side of the judicial branch of government." 


One of the first persons to talk at the session was Representative Faysal 
al-(Qadibi). He said: "What happened in the market has been both a tragedy 
and a scandal." He then posed several questions concerning the decree, and 
then said that the decree gives no answers to these questions. Then there 
was a debate between him and the minister of finance concerning these 
questions which included matters relating to declaration of bankruptcy and 
Article 4 of the decree which says that rulings by the [Arbitration] Com- 
mission are final. He then demanded the application of the Commercial 

Code and the Civil Code, and asked about cases concerning real estate, [real 
estate] sales, and those who are refusing to meet their payments with regard 
to these transactions. 


Then Representative Mutlaq al-(Shalimi) took the floor, criticized the govern- 
ment, and said that there has been collusion on the part of some officials 
in the government. He demanded the arrest of Subhi (Sukkar) and his clique-- 
the possessors of lists of diamonds [for sale]--and demanded that justice 
and protection be granted to small businessmen who have suffered damages. 


The Government Bears the Responsibility 


Representative Jasim al-Saqr took the floor and prefaced his speech with a 
lengthy statement about the catastrophes and crises which have afflicted 

our Arab world, especially Lebanon. He said: "Every nation is afflicted 

by calamities and jolts. But what really torments one is that a crisis 

such as this is happening in our country because of the state of recklessness 
and degeneracy which our business world has arrived at, and the fact that this 
calamity is of our very own making. And in spite of all the indicators and 
warnings, our government did not move a finger--in spite of all of its 
apparatus and all of the means and resources which it has available. For 
this reason, one ends up with the absolute and unbiased conviction that the 
executive branch of our government bears the total responsibility for what 
happened, especially the Ministry of Commerce." 


Representative al-Saqr went on to say: "In order to be fair, we must also 
admit that the National Assembly also did not do its duty. For example, 
during its debate concerning the budget of the Ministry of Commerce during 
its two sessions, no one in the National Assembly ever brought up this 
subject. And as far as the constitutionality of the decree is concerned, l 
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am not absolutely convinced that it is constitutional. In fact, it cannot be 
constitutional because it is in conflict with the spirit of the constitution 
and because it is an infringement against the right of litigation. Also, it 
would be considered a precedent which, if it passed without any debate, 
[would mean dire consequences for the future]. In addition to this, the 
decreee also ignores the general precepts which exist in the Civil Code and 
Civil Procedure Code." : 


Questions 


Representative al-Saqr also asked: "how is it possible to verify the fact 
that postdated checks which have been issued have not been submitted? How 

is it possible to ascertain the fact that postdated checks, which were issued 
after the date of cessation, have not been submitted? What are the steps 
that will be taken to recover [capital] that has been transferred to places 
abroad? Also, what support will be provided by the government to financial 
establishments? Furthermore, how is it possible to conduct amical settle- 
ments without this encroaching upon the rights of others? And finally, what 
is the situation with regard to the other financial transactions which are 
not covered by this decree?" 


He then added: "It says, in an explanatory memorandum, that [this crisis] 
occurred recently. What is meant by 'recently'? And [the memorandum says 
that] there was a warning. What warning? It was a blessing [given by the 
government concerning the market activities]." 


In Defense of Our Citizens 


Dr Nasir (Sarkhwah), in his speech, concentrated on the articles of the 
decree. He said: "The explanatory memorandum for the decree accused our 
Kuwaiti citizens of being the cause of the crisis and the problem. In this 
there lies a great fallacy. The fact is that the government has been the 
main cause." 


The representative went on to say: "The minister of finance is attempting 
to assert that the problem is not one which is affecting the Kuwaiti economy. 
How can this be true, when right now we are seeing that the nation is 
limping along? Also, we do not know how and where the investments are being 
utilized. The government has been involved in the securities market, and 
its well-known establishments such as our national industries have also been 
involved, and the same is true for [various] prominent individuals and 
other persons [in the government]. When we review its investments, we find 
that its profits have been the result of buying and selling shares in the 
securities market. How can the minister say that the crisis is not affect- 
ing the economy, even though there are 42 public corporations dealing in 

the market, unless the minister has in mind the banks? And there is doubt 
that they are following a normal course in this country." 


The representative added: "The National Assembly should form a committee 
which would carry out, and supervise the carrying out of, the investigation 
and disclosure of particular matters so that we will be able to solve this 
crisis and keep it from being repeated." 
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Diagnosis of the Crisis 


Representative (Mushari al-'Anjari) made a detailed analysis and diagnosis 
of the crisis. He said: "The scope of the problem and its serious con- 
sequences for Kuwaiti society, which are affecting nearly every household in 
Kuwait, will also be felt in the future, and in all economic realms. They 
will affect the commercial and economic situation for a long period of time. 
One result of this will be a disturbance in the economic cycle. Demand for 
many goods will cease, and this will lead to a decline in prices. This, in 
turn, will affect employment of workers, many such workers will be dismissed 
from their jobs because there will be no need for their services, and con- 
sequently many commercial establishments will close. Also, many housing 
units will be abandoned. All of this will lead to the emergence of numerous 
other types of problems such as social proviems, security-related problems, 
and other kinds of problems." 


He went on to say: "Kuwait right now is experiencing an ordeal, and it will 
continue to snowball. This problem is a catastrophe. I did not expect 
officials last Saturday to stand up and reply to the members [of the National 
Assembly] in such a way as to give the impression that nothing serious had 
happened or that the subject being discussed by us was a commonplace one. 
These officials, led by the crown prince, answered by going into an explan- 
ation of the articles of the decree. They justified it on the basis of the 
visit [by the crown prince] to the al-Manakh Market and on the basis of 

the constitutionality of the measure taken. Is this something which our 
officials are supposed to do?! Of course not." 


Resignation of the Government ~ 


[Mr (al-'Anjari) went on to say:] "His highness the crown prince and the 
other ministers are not supposed to stand before us and justify the measures 
which the government has taken to solve the crisis, but rather to accept 
full responsibility for the crisis. They are supposed to say: 'This is 
what happened, and we did not anticipate it. We miscalculated, and we did 
not succeed in preventing the occurrence of this crisis. Here is our resig- 
nation.' This is how people in Kuwait feel about the matter, and this is 
what should happen." 


He added: "How much I wanted the issuance of this decree to uncover the role 
played by the speculators, clamp down on them, and restrict their freedom. 
But unfortunately the decree ended up doing the opposite of all of this, 
ignored people's rights, and violated the principle of acquired rights." 


The Newspapers Which Practiced Deception 


Representative al-('Anjari) went on to say: "Many newspapers have been 
suspended and prosecuted for various reasons since [what they wrote] did 

not agree with what was written some other newspapers which misled people 
into entering into speculation in the market and thus promoting harmful 
economic activity. What measures has the government taken to call these 
latter newspapers to account? Why did we not see the application of Article 
25 of the Press and Publication Law which forbids the publication of news 
which confuses people's minds about the economic situation?" 
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The representative went on to ask: "How does the decree deal with the problem 
of frozen canital assets? What will be the legal consequences resulting from 
the expirat +n * the legal period [of validity] of a check which is in the 
Clearing; Hous. company? Why is the Ministry of Commerce not keeping an eye 

on the various companies that are dealing in shares and are therefore acting 
in conflict with the purposes of which they were established? What crime 

has been committed by someone who made his payment in full before and during 
the crisis, and what crime has been committed by someone whose money was 
withdrawn before the date of the check?" 


He went on to ask: "What crime has been committed by someone who has been 
put in prison because he had insufficient funds covering a check worth no 
more than, 1,000 dinars? Where is the justice [in all of this], and how 
will judges act concerning similar such cases?" 


Free Rein 


Representative Muhammad al-(Barrak) was of the Opinion that what has been 
taking place in the al-Manakh Market is gambling, and he demanded that the 
Ministry of Awqaf issue a religiious-legal ruling concerning this matter. 

He said: "The minister of commerce says that if he had left the matter 

alone, such-and-such would have happened. But what we say is that the 
government made common cause [with the market speculators] and gave free 

rein [to them], knowing full well what speculation was going on in the market." 


The Role Played by Some Newspapers 


Representative Muhammad Habib expressed his approval of the decree, con- 
sidering that issuing the decree was a right which the government has. 
However, he asked about some matters such as government control over people 
who gamble and over capital that has been trasnferred to places abroad: "Did 
the government exercise control over its citizens who were spending money at 
gambling tables?" 


He also asked: ‘Furthermore, what role does the government play in exercis- 
ing control over what is published by the daily newspapers concerning the 
economy and what is going on in the shares market--articles which have the 
purpose of promoting [market speculation] and misleading and deceiving our 
citizens?" The representative then said that both the National Assembly and 
the citizens of Kuwait were responsible for this. 


We asked, But No One is Answering 


Representative ‘Adnan 'Abd al-Samad rejected what was said by some of the 
representatives about the National Assembly not bringing up questions about 
the problem before it started to occur. He said that there were writers 
who were free and had integrity who had written articles in newspapers about 
this crisis. 


In his speech, this representative dealt with some of the remarks made con- 
cerning mistaken actions by the government. He brought up the subject of 
the closed corporations, allowing [government] employees to deal in the 
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al-Manakh Market, not defining the position cof a person who utilizes a 

check as an instrument of credit even though it is an instrument of payment, 
and forward trading sales transactions. [He said that the government] 
permitted trading in the shares of closed corporations and that the radio 

and news agencies transmitted news concerning the al-Manakh Market, even 
though the government has said that this is illegal. Then he added: "All 
of these things led people to believe that the government would save the 
market if it were subjected to any sort of jolt, and this encouraged people 
to become interested in the market." 


He went on to say: "There is also the role played by the monopolies, and it 
is because of them that many people cannot obtain easy terms from banks as 

the big clients of the banks can. The question is, did the government realize 
the seriousness of the situation in the al-Manakh Market? The answer is that 
it did realize this, but it did not realize the lack of ability of the 
[government] apparatus [to do anything about the crisis] even if it wanted 

to. The reason for this was the lack of existence of economic planning." 


He added: "The government wanted to exploit an economic phenomenon as a 
means of Political distraction, but things turned out otnerwise." 


He also said: "Apparently there are people who are attempting to create a 
middle class which would have mutual ties and obligations with those who 
are behind the market. According to this way of thinking, whoever has a 
stake in this will continue to support the market." 


He added: "The main problem lies in the fact that there is no link between 
us and the events." He also said: "Politics and economics are two sides 
of the same coin. And as for what is being said about [the government ] 
taking matters firmly in hand, I believe that correct legislation is needed 
for this to happen." 


After the minister of justice and the minister of commerce answered some of 
the questions which were raised by Representative (Mushari al-'Anjari), 

the proposal was made to close the discussion. The representatives voted in 
favor of this--30 of them voted in favor of it, and 13 of them demanded that 
the discussion continue. Two proposals were also put up for a vote. The 
first proposal stipulated the formation of a committee composed of five 
representatives--who do not do business in the market--who would be entrusted 
with the job of making a study of the crisis and could consult anyone whom 
they wished to. According to the proposal, the committee would make a 
report to the National Assembly, taking into consideration the decree which 
has been issued by the government concerning this matter. When the vote was 
taken after a quick discussion, 21 persons voted in favor of it and only 25 
were opposed [as published]. 


After that a vote was taken concerning referring the decree to the Legislative 
Committee, and 40 members [of the National Assembly] voted in favor of this. 
Thus ended, if only temporarily, the heated discussions which had been going 
on throughout three consecutive sessions, and the decree was referred to the 
Legislative Committee for it to make a study of it, to then make its remarks 
concerning it, and to suggest modifications. After this has been done, the 
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committee's findings will be presented to the National Assembly for it to 
discuss and concur with these findings or else to add to them. On the whole, 
as the debates demonstrated, there is a general feeling against the decree 
on the part of the great majority of the members of the National Assembly. 
If no essential changes are undertaken in the decree through the additions 
which might be decided upon by the Legislative Committee, then the National 
Assembly will find ttself once again faced with a new debate concerning 
the whole matter. 

Democracy of Decree Discussed 


Kuwait AL-TALi'AH in Arabic No 764, 20 Oct 82 p 19 
[Article by Dr Ahmad al-Baghdadi: "The Decree and Democracy"] 


[Text[ The issuance of the Amiri Decree concerning dealing with the al-Manakh 
Market problem has brought on numerous reactions from various circles of 
Kuwaitis. Some of these reactions have been in support of the decree, but 
others have been in opposition to it. Those opposed to it have been opposed 
either because of its unconstitutionality, on the surface of the matter, 
because the decree constitutes protection of those speculating with our 
national economy, or for various other reasons which are still a matter of 
debate. Unfortunately the National Assembly is unanimously rejecting the 
decree, even though the general trend [of thinking on the part of Kuwaiti 
citizens] is apparently in favor of adopting the decree in order to easily 
get rid of the problem. The fact is that the formulation of the decree and 
the manner in which it deals with the issue should not be preponderant over 
the important point in this matter--which is that of the nature of the 
relationship between the circumstances of the issuance of the Amiri Decree 
and the idea of democracy in Kuwaiti society. This is particularly true 
since the National Assembly is on the threshold of debating constitutional 
amendments proposed by the government. Dr ‘Uthman ‘Abd al-Malik--in his 
Study published by the journal AL-QANUN WA AL-SHARI'AH [The Law and Islamic 
Religious Law], which is put out by the University [of Kuwait]--is of the 
opinion that these amendments constitute a danger because they dispense with 
the idea of democracy. He feels that they are dangerous because they 
transfer the power of legislation to the executive branch of government 
after usurping it from the legislative branch of government, which is em- 
bodied by the National Assembly. On the basis of this premise one can see 

a link between the circumstances which contributed to the emergence of the 
decree concerning the al-Manakh Market and the probable consequences if the 
same sort of situation occurs again in another form in the future. 


The government, through its officials, is claiming that it was necessazy to 
issue the decree in order to protect the public interest because there were 
so many checks without sufficient covering funds and because it was necessary 
that the government intervene in order to deal with the situation. The fact 
is that if we accept this claim [by the government], this will mean that we 
are agreeing to grant the government the right to utilize the same pretext 
(that of protecting the public interest) to issue various decrees every time 
the National Assembly is in recess. As we wll know, the term "public 
interest" represents a concept for which it is impossible to determine 
precise criteria. Consequently, the government can stretch the meaning of 
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this term whenever it feels that it is necessary to do so. What makes the 
situation even worse is the fact that the executive branch of government does 
not democratically represent the public interest. If the issuance of this 
current decree took place only a short time before the Nationai Assembly was 
to meet again, then we can imagine what the situation would be like if some- 
thing happened during the beginning of the National Assembly's recess. 

Would the government be ready to issue the appropriate decrees [to deal with 
such situations during the National Assembly recess]?! 


To this one must add another danger, which is that of dispensing with the 
rights of the legislative branch of government--the branch of government 
which is considered to be the proper source of legislation. This is true 
because the legislative branch of government is the only legitimate govern- 
ment body which represents the will of the people, and it is the only 
government body which has the right to solve such broad social problems. 
Violation of the rights of the legislative branch of government is in reality 
violation of the rights of the people. It also means violation of the Kuwaiti 
constitution which has adopted the theory of separation of powers. 


No matter what has been said in justification of the issuance of this decree, 
there is no doubt that it represents a dangerous precedent, and one cannot 

be confident that it will not be repeated in the future. This is especially 
true since there are no fixed criteria which govern economic and political 
life in Kuwaiti society. The National Assembly should kill the decree even 
though it might feel that the decree represents a solution to the problem 

of the al-Manakh Market. The reason for this is that killing the decree 

right now will guarantee that such decrees do not emerge again in the future-- 
and if they did it would be an extremely unsettling thing. 


The third and final issue is that, if every problem in which a group of 
gamblers and adventurous people were involved provided a justification for 
the government to intervene, what would be the use of having laws?! There 
is no room for objection on the grounds that it might take a long period 
of time for the court to decide all the cases having to do with checks. 
The solution to this problem is very simple, and lies in the establishment 
of temporary local courts which could operate longer than the normal daily 
work day and could arrange to pay overtime [to its court officials]. The 
strange thing is, however, that the issue of time is being utilized to 
trample over our laws, and it appears that the government only now has 
discovered how valuable ime is! 


And finally, if we want to save democracy in our society, then what we must 
believe is that democracy means that the ruler, like any other individual in 
our nation, has both rights and duties and that the only rule shall be the 
rule of law. 
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LIBYA 


AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION TARGETS UP TO 1985 DETAILED 
Tripoli AL-FAJR AL-JADID in Arabic 20 Sep 82 p 5 
[Article: "Mismanagement Obstructs Sel f-Sufficiency"7 


[Text] An urgent question is raised as to whether the Jamahiriyah has achieved 
self-sufficiency tin the production of wheat, barley, meats and other foods. 
Despite the bitterness of having to raise such a question, it is a legitimate 
question to raise for several important and serious reasons: 


First, the Jamahiriyah as a people knows well that it is a society targeted 
from all sides and that imperialism will not hesitate to apply various kinds 
of political, economic and military pressures on it. 


Second, confronting the terrorist United States objectively requires produc- 
tion bases at the level of the confrontation to counter the use of economic 
pressures. 


Third, attaining the level of self-sufficiency is something tied to the new 
revolutionary transformation strategy because raising production to maximum 
levels is being done under the banner of the new ideological theories of the 
great 1 September revolution--the revolution of partners, not hirelings. 


Fourth, there is no independence for people who get their food from abroad. 


From the above, the question of self-sufficiency seems legitimate, especially 
since 13 years have passed since the great revolution. All the development 
programs abounding in the development plans since the revolution's inception 
assert time and again that we will achieve self-sufficiency immediately. But 
our aspirations, it seems, have been no more than programs that may or may not 
be realized. On the conclusion of the preceding 5-year plan, namely, the 
1976-80 plan, we found out that we had not achieved self-sufficiency in wheat, 
barley or other strategic commodities. We have been surprised to find that 
self-sufficiency has not even been achieved in the production of honey and 
that there is a large shortage of this commodity, which has compelled the Pub- 
lic Markets Company to import it from abroad. We find this even though the 
Agriculture and Agricultural Reclamation Secretariat repeatedly declared that 
self-sufficiency in this commodity would be attained by 1980 and that there 
would be a surplus to export! 
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The observer of the revolutionary media in the Jamahiriyah finds that for 13 
years the thousands upon thousands of farms, reclaimed hectares of land and 
food plants (that were to be built in succession through the various phases 
of production) have not been built. The Libyan Arab citizen remembers well 
the documentary films shown by the television day after day and pertaining to 
mammoth agricultural production projects. Yet, the bitter and weighty ques- 
tions raised are: 


Where is self-sufficiency in wheat and barley? Where are the food commodities 
in which self-sufficiency was to be achieved as has been asserted? How long 
will we continue to import these essential goods that drain our economy and 
whose continued importation creates agap in the structure of a society of 
revolutionary confrontation and defiance? 


The answer to these questions lies in the following: 
Mismanagement in the production units, 

Poor marketing and distribution. 

Poor supervision and follow-up. 


This is the real problem preventing the Jamahiriyah from achieving self- 
sufficiency. The scientific production reports say that the wheat, barley and 
vegetables produced by the farms are enough to meet the needs of the Jamah- 
iriyah and even exceed these needs. But poor distribution, management and 
marketing is what is obstructing the attainment of our self-sufficiency goals. 


This requires the exercise of a form of guided sternness in this regard. The 
situation has no mercy and hunger has no mercy. 


Within the framework of explaining the revolutionary programs being imple- 
mented to achieve the goal of self-sufficiency, the following is a brief re- 
view of some aspects of the new revolutionary 1981-85 5-year plan. Let us 
start with the programs and the projects. 


The 1981-85 Plan 

Programs and Projects 

Agricultural reclamation and land development work in the 1981-85 plan is 
characterized by focusing on well-studied programs that seek to realize 
agricultural wrk targets in thespheres by underlining the methods and means 
capable of achieving these targets in addition to proposing solutions for 


tackling and dealing with the expected problems in projects of the 1976-80 
transformation plan. 


Following is a brief review of these programs: 
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First, the land reclamation and development program: 


This program seeks to complete the existing land reclamation and development 
projects through the reclamation and development of 69,089 hectares of 

irrigated land and 552,579 hectares of dry land farms. The program includes the 
land reclamation and development projects in the areas of Sahl al-—Jifarah, 
al-Jabal al-Akhdar, al-Sulul a]—Khudr, Fezzan, al-Kafrah and al-Sarir, with a 
total acreage of 121,380 hectares of irrigated land and 1,083,097 hectares of 
dry land farms. This is in addition to completing al-—Qawarishah projects 

with 958 hectares, the agricultural development projects in Misratah with 
22,225 hectares, the project to utilize al-Zawiyah sewerage water to cultivate 
fodder on 268 hectares and Shatt: al—Badin project with 6,500 hectares. 


Besides completing the existing programs, there is a number of new projects, 
unquestionably the most important of which is the project to reclaim and 
develop 50,000 hectares in the central area. These lands will be developed 

by supplying them with water from (Bazarbu) and al-Sarir. The plan seeks to 
complete the development of 10,000 hectares, or 20 percent of the project, and 
to bring it up to the level of production by 1985. 


Third (mo second--as published/, the Grain Cult ivation Program: 


One of belief in the importance of cultivating and producing grains in the 
Jamahiriyah and of increasing the production rates of grains to reach self- 
sufficiency in the shortest time possible, a decree was issued in April 1980 
by the General People's Committee to establish the Public Grain Production 
Authority. This authority seeks to develop che national economy by enhancing 
grain production to achieve self-sufficiency. The authority is the main agency 
concerned with implementing the transformation plan in this sphere. It issues 
the grain production projects, conducts studies and research to develop new 
areas fit for the cultivation of grains and exerts efforts to supply and 
utilize all of the requirements for production, such as agricultural equipment 
and machinery, seeds, pesticides and means of transportation, and to gather 

and prepare data concerning grain production and the local markets’ grain needs. 


During the years of the plan, the grain cultivation program has three main 
goals, namely: 


1. Raise total wheat production from nearly 19,500 tons in 1980 to nearly 
428,800 tons in 1985 to meet 75.4 percent of the local demand. 


2. Raise total barley production from nearly 71,500 tons in 1980 to nearly 
105,600 tons in 1985 to meet all of the local demand. 


3. Cultivate 120,000 hectares of dry land farms with (al-maydak) annually 
for use in feeding 240,000 head of sheep. 


The lands cultivated with grains, both the lands irrigated regularly and lands 
irrigated by rain, will continue to achieve these targets according to the 
following distribution: 
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A. Grain production in regularly irrigated lands: 


The goals of the grain production program in the irrigated lands--goals 
reflected in the increase of irrigated lands cultivated with wheat from 
24,010 hectares in 1980 to 61,833 hectares in 1985 and in the rise in produc- 
tion from nearly 66,500 tons in 1980 to nearly 246,800 tons in 1985—-will be 
achieved according to the following steps: 


1. Complete the present program for the irrigated lands, in addition to 
completing a number of new projects, to insure an increase in the irrigated 
area of nearly 37,874 hectares, of which 12,500 hectares are in the Fezzan 
area, 9,133 hectares in al-Kafrah area, 6,240 hectares in al-Sarir area and 
10,000 hectares in the central area. Asa result of this increase, the 
production of the fadded/ acreage in Fezzan, al-Kafrah and al-Sarir areas is 
expected to be included in the 1983-84 season's production. As for the 10,000 
hectares to be completed in the central area, their production is expected to 
be included in the 1984-85 season's production, i.e., in the final year of 
the plan. 


2. The contribution of individual farmers to the program for the cultivation 
of wheat in the irrigated areas will be ¢onfined to 9,964 hectares, or nearly 
16 percent of the total irrigated area cultivated with grains, whereas public 
production projects in the areas of Sahl al-Jafarah, Fezzan, al-Kafrah, al- 
sarir and the central area will cultivate 51,919 hectares, representing 
nearly 84 percent of the total acreage cultivated with grains in the 1984-85 
season. As for production, the targeted production in the public production 
projects totals 212,000 tons, representing nearly 86 percent of all targeted 
production in the irrigated areas cultivated with wheat, whereas individual 
product ion amourits to 34,800 tons, representing 14 percent of all targeted 
production in the irrigated acreage cultivated with wheat in the 1984-85 
season. 


3. Raise the wheat production rates per hectare of irrigated land to reach 4 
tons in the public production projects set apart for the production of wheat 
during the plan, 


B. Grain Production in Unirrigated Lands: 


The plan's dry lands grain program relies on the vertical development of the 
acreage targeted for cultivation with grains, amounting to 480,000 hectares, by 
raising productivity from 2 tons per hectare in 1980 to nearly 6 tons per hec- 
tare in 1985. 


ln addition to cultivating wheat and barley, the program calls for the cultiva- 
tion of 120,000 hectares with (al-maydak) annually to feed 240,000 head of 
sheep for the purpose of increasing local meat production. 


1. Wheat: The program seeks to achieve an annual production of nearly 182,000 
tons of wheat from dry land farms in the 1984-85 season through the cultivation 
of 288,000 hectares of dry lands with this crop in the 1984-85 season. The 
targeted production rates range from 5-8 tons per hectare, depending on the 
expected rainfall in the cultivated areas. 
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2. Barley: The program seeks to achieve an annual production of 100,600 tons 
of barley from 152,000 hectares cultivated with barley in 1985. The targeted 
production rates range from 5-8 tons per hectare. 


In the Sphere of Animal Production Projects: 


Cattle-Breeding Projects: 


This project seeks to produce fresh milk throughout the year and to help 
achieve self-sufficiency in dairy and meat supplies. 


The project's accomplishments since its foundation are summed up as follows: 


Completion of a cattle farm, which is now in full operation. Other farms 
are under construction. 


The number of cattle bred at the project is 16,955. 
Milk production in 1981 amounted to 26.8 million liters. 
Milk production in the first 6 months of 1982 amounted to 13.7 million liters. 


The project's average annual sale of calves and cows is 5,000 head, the equiva- 
lent of 1,000 tons of meat. 


Sheep-Breeding Project: 


The project seeks to continue the experiments and research on raising the 
meat production of local strains of sheep by raising the percentage of twins 
they produce and increasing the weight of lambs at birth and on weaning 
through interbreeding with improved foreign strains and natural birth in the 
local strain. 


Enhancing the productivity of sheep through hereditary improvement of the local 
strain through selection and exclusion. 


Regulating and modifying the methods of breeding to achieve a vertical increase 
from sheep, such as applying the system of triple births every 2 years to pro- 
duce a larger number of lambs and selecting superior-quality rams and dis- 
tributing them to breeders to raise the productivity of their herds. 


Poultry-Breeding Project: 


This project seeks to supply white poultry meat for the table, to achieve self- 
sufficiency in poultry products, to supply 200 eggs per citizen annually and 

to raise the proportion of poultry meat to other meats so that poultry meat will 
meet 60 percent of the Jamahiriyah's meat needs by 1985. 


The following accomplishments have been scored in the project since its founda- 
tion: Completion of 6 fattening plants with a capacity of 1.6 million birds 
annually, a turkey farm with a capacity of 40,000 birds annually and 2 


5 











automatic slaughterhouses with the capacity to slaughter and prepare 3 
million birds annually. This is in addition to setting up 10 egg production 
plants with a capacity of 70 million eggs annually, 2 plants for egg-laying 
hens and 4 hatcheries with a total capacity of 20 million chicks annually. 
Work is currently in progress to build the following: 


1. A complete farm for the production of 5 million fattened birds annually in 
the Tripoli area. 


2. A farm in Tripoli for egg-laying hens with a total capacity of 120,000 hens. 
3. The project to produce eggs in al-Zawiyah, Misratah, Darnah, al-Bayda' 

and Sabha, with a capacity of 24 million eggs per plant and a total capacity 

of 120 million table eggs annually. 

4. A poultry slaughterhouse in Sabba with a capacity of 1 miliion birds. 

5. The project for self-sufficiency in eggs, poultry, turkey and rabbit meats: 
This project is spread over 42 sites in all the municipalities and consists of: 
Forty-one farms for egg-laying hens, each farm with a capacity of 15,000 birds. 


Thirty farms for the production of eggs, with a capacity of 5,000 birds each. 


A total of 199 plants to fatten poultry, with a capacity of 15,000 birds per 
farm per cycle and 5 cycles producing 15,360 tons altogether. 


Forty-two turkey farms, each with a capacity of 600 birds and a total of 2 
cycles producing 250 tons of turkey meat. 


Forty-two rabbit farms, each with a capacity of 200 female rabbits and pro- 
ducing altogether 68,000 rabbits yielding more than 200 tons of rabbit meat. 


Targets 

The outstanding targets of the 1981-85 plan include the construction of three 
complete projects for preeding milk-producing cows and for poultry in each 

of Tawurgha', al-Hayrah and Ghawt al-Sultan. Each gomplex includes the follow- 
ing installations and facilities: 

lL. A poultry-breeding farm. 

2. A farm for egg-laying hens. 

3. A hatchery with a capacity of more than 7.6 million eggs annually. 


4. <A poultry farm with a capacity of 5.5 million birds annually. 


5. An automatic slaughterhouse with a capacity of 2,000 birds (slaughtered and 
prepared) per hour. 
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6. A cow farm with a capacity of 600 milking cows. 


7. A plant for dairy products with a capacity d 12,000 liters daily, 9,000 
in milk. 


8. A plant for fodder concentrates and ready fodders with a production 
capacity of 80,000 tons of pasteurized and 3,000 liters of yogurt. 


9. A farm with adequate acreage to produce green and rough fodders needed for 
the cattle herds bred in each complex. 


10. A residential village for the workers, administrative buildings, a labora- 
tory, a veterinary clinic and agricultural workshops. It is to be noted that 
the production of each of these three projects will be as follows: 

1. A total of 2.8 million liters of milk. 

2. A total of 82.6 tons of beef. 

3. A total of 7,150 tons of poultry meat. 


These projects will go into operation in 1984. 


Work is also in progress on three big complexes in Tawurgha’, al-Hayrah and 
Ghawt al-Sultan. Each complex will produce 7,150 tons of poultry meat annual- 


ly. 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


WATER PURIFICATION PLANTS—Sources in the General People’s Committee for Plan- 
ning have stated that the production capacity of the water purification and 
desalination plants will rise from 19 million cubic meters to 28 million cubic 
meters before the end of 1985 in accordance with the electricity and water 
purification program of the 1981-85 transformation plan. The sources said 

that these projects include the construction and expansion of 16 electric 
power plants in the various parts of the Jamahiriyah. The projects also pro- 
vide for the construction and expansion of five water desalination plants 
with a production capacity of 222,000 cubic meters daily. The sources added 
that it has been decided to start the construction of new units to provide an 
adequate capacity amounting to nearly 522,000 cubic meters of water (/daily/. 
(Text]/ [Tripoli AL-FAJR AL-JADID in Arabic 17 Sep 82 p 2/ 8494 


GRENADA AMBASSADOR—-The secretary of the People's Committee of the People's 
Foreign Contacts [Relations/ Bureau yesterday morning received the credentials 
of Joseph Steven Charter, the first ambassador of the Republic of Grenada to 
the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah. The ambassador presented his 
credentials with an address expressing his happiness over the development of 
bilateral relations between the two countries and lauding the accomplishments 
in the Jamahiriyah as a result of the great 1 September revolution. He said: 

We stand together in a single trench to confront the imperialist and U.S. 
plots against our two peoples and against the aspirations of all the peoples 
struggling for freedom. He added: The enemy is the same and we have to inten- 
sify our efforts to confront this enemy because we, as revolutionaries in the 
Jamahiriyah and Grenada, are prepared to face all eventualities and can con- 
firm this practically. Joseph Charter, the ambassador of Grenada to the 
Jamahiriyah, lauded the aid and support given by the Jamahiriyah people to 

the people of Grenada and the Jamahiriyah people's support and backing of all 
oppressed people struggling for their freedom. He said that the people of 
Grenada appreciate this highly and also appreciate the efforts of the great 
leader of the 1 September revolution in supporting strugglers in all parts of 
the world. The brother secretary of the People's Committee of the People's 
Foreign Contacts Bureau responded with an address lauding the role played by 
the Republic of Grenada in confronting the U.S. plots in the Caribbean and 
said that the Jamahiriyah is proud of the important role played by Grenada in 
all international issues. The secretary also underlined the Libvan Arab 
people's solidarity with the people of Grenada and with their confrontation 

of all the plots hatched against their safety, security and the unity of their 
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soil. He also pointed out the desire of the Jamahiriyah people to develop 
their economic, social and cultural relations with the people of Grenada to 
achieve the interest of the two friendly peoples and of all peoples struggling 
against all forms of oppression, injustice and exploitation. (Text/ (Tripoli 
AL-FAJR AL-JADID in Arabic 21 Sep 82 p Z/7 8494 


AL-QADHDHAFI INSPECTION TOUR--In the past few days, since the conclusion of the 
fifth conference of the revolutionary committees, the brother leader of the 
revolution has conducted an inspection tour, beginning with Adra in Wadi 
al-Shati’, where Adra's masses of men and women received the brother leader 
upon his arrival shouting revolutionary cheers reaffirming their determina- 
tion to achieve the pan-Arab (al-qawniyah/ goals of the great 1 September 
(revolution/ and to participate in building the new socialist society and 
achieving Arab unity. The revolution leader inaugurated al-Shati'-al-Mafraq 
highway, a vital artery within a vast and modern road network being built in 
all parts of the Jamahiriyah. The leader then toured Wadi al-Aryal project, 
one of the most advanced grain projects in the Fezzan area. The project com- 
prises 5,062.5 hectares divided into 125 irrigation circles, each with 40.5 
hectares. Implementation of the project started in 1977. The leader toured 
al-Aryal project and familiarized himself with the local wheat production. 

He then proceeded to Waddan where he was received warmly by the masses. From 
there he went to Hawn where he met with the director of al-Jinan, al-Furjan 
and Ninah projects and inquired about the progress of production in these 
projects. The first is located 7 kilometers north of the town of Sawkanah. 

It is an irrigation and settlement project that seeks to utilize the natural 
water and soil resources ina complete agricultural project that will contri- 
bute to the achievement of self-sufficiency in agricultural production. The 
project includes cattle-breeding lots and chicken farms seeking to meet the 
area's meat needs. The project area is 1,200 hectares divided into 183 

farms, each with an area of 9 hectares planted with date palms, grapevines, 
pomegranate and fig trees. The second is al-Furjan agricultural project, 
located south of the town of Sawkanah, which includes 185 farms, each 

of 10 hectares and completely irrigated by artificial rain. The Ninah project, 
located 110 kilometers south of Bunujaym, is an irrigated production project 
that seeks to utilize the natural resources available in the area. The pro- 
ject includes 1,003 irrigated hectares for the production of grains and fodder, 
in addition to varied production from data palms and other fruit trees. The 
leader also made a brief tour or Wadi Bayy project and inspected the 

project's model farm and new housing town. (/Text/ /Tripoli AL-FAJR AL-JADID 
in Arabic 23 Sep 82 ppl, 27 8494 
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MOROCCO 


TOURISM SECTOR EXAMINED 
Rabat AL-ANBA' in Arabic 28 Sep 82 p 5 


[Article: "Information on the Development of Tourism in Our Country; Morocco's 
Potential for Tourism Is Tremendous, Varied; Good Progress Realized in Tourism 
in 1981" | 


[Text] Tourism is considered a tremendous source of hard currency. 


Since tourism has been a positive factor in the progress of our economy, Morocco's 
interest in the tourist sector has grown in recent years. This interest in tourism 
can create no controversy or astonishment. Morocco's tremendous and varied poten- 
tial in this area cannot remain unutilized and undeveloped, particularly since 
this sector did prove its feasibility and did play a salutary role in procuring 
urgently needed hard currency from abroad. Hard currency is required for our 
foreign trade and particularly for our fuel purchases, whose prices are continuing 
to rise in world markets. Rising fuel prices are undermining our balance of trade 
and limiting the investments we can make in the basic sectors which can ensure 
a sound and successful foundation for our national economy. The fact that emphasis 
on tourism and on the development of tourism as a sector does not require large 
investments and [advanced] technology such as that required by the industrial 
sector makes tourism a suitable solution that sidesteps these current expenses 
and problems or at least reduces their acuteness. 


As we've already mentioned, Morocco's potential |for tourism] is tremendous: 
natural scenery in Morocco is splendid and beautiful; Morocco is rich with folk- 
lore and native customs and traditions; and its people are generous and friendly 
to toreigners. In addition, Morocco has festivals and seasons which imbue every 
spot in the country from one end to the other, particularly during the summer 
months, with an atmosphere of gaiety and joy that are unmatched anywhere. All 
these factors make Morocco one of the fortunate countries of the world in this 
area. It is not surprising, therefore, to tind the French weekly, LA VIE TOURISTE, 


stating in its recent issue that Morocco is one of the few countries in Africa 
and the Arab world--if not the only country--which can accommodate 5 million tou- 
rists annually if some problems that have to do with accommodations are solved. 


The magazine added that [Morocco's potential as a tourist attraction] was due 
to severai factors: the natural splendor and beauty of the country, its proximity 
to Europe, its various and considerable agricultural capabilities and aiso the 
good standards of its tourist facilities. Fortunately, these facilities can be 
developed and upgraded. 
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The magazine goes on to say that the least that can be said about natural scenery 
in Morocco is that it is splendid. Morocco is situated between two bodies of water 
and has several ancient cities rich in history and splendid antiquities. In addi- 
tion, Morocco has green plains, towering mountains that are covered with snow 
the year round, beautiful and quiet desert scenery and sandy beaches. Last, but 
not least, Morocco [is blessed with] a warm sun and a temperate climate during 
all months of the year. 


On the other hand the magazine goes back to discuss in some detail the sizable 
and varied wealth that is available in Morocco in the area of agriculture. The 
mayazine talks about the important and positive role agriculture can play in the 
expansion of our tourist sector and in the process of upgrading its standards. 
The magazine then compares Morocco’s situation in this area with that of both 
Tunisia and Egypt, which are considered African countries that have taken signifi- 
cant steps in the field of developing their tourist sectors. Thus the magazine 
notes that Tunisia, which at the present time receives 1.5 million tourists a 
year, cannot go ahead and increase this number of tourists unless it imports more 
food, and that would create major problems to its balance of trade and would 
reduce the returns it receives from its tourist sector. 


What the magazine said about Tunisia applies also to Egypt, which is now being 
forced to import several agricultural products. Some of these products are basic 
products, and Egypt imports them to provide suitable food for the large number 
of tourists who flock to Egypt every year. 


If the scarcity of agricultural resources is considered an impediment to the ex- 
pansion of the tourist sector in both Tunisia and Egypt, the condition of these 
two countries is considered better than that of many African countries in this 
regard. A number of African countries avoid altogether thinking of increasing 
the number of tourists they receive every year because they are afraid of creating 
a famine amidst their population. 


Morocco's condition is quite the opposite, for Morocco can receive more than 5 
million tourists annually without creating any food problems in the country. Fur- 
thermore, increasing the number of tourists who come into Morocco will spare the 
country several problems it has been facing in marketing its agricultural products 
abroad. The rise in the number of people coming into Morocco will increase domes- 
tic consumption and [local] demand for these products, and this will enable 
Morocco to avoid the restrictions placed by Europe's Economic Community on mar- 
keting its agricultural products in European markets. At least this will reduce 
our dependence on these countries in that area. In that case our agricultural 
production will be directed primarily towards meeting our domestic needs: the 
needs of our local or resident population and those of foreign tourists. This 
requires that a practical policy be devised whose aim would be to provide the 
suitable climate and the appropriate conditions that would provide and guarantee 
the ywradual shift and entry of these products into the context of domestic con- 
sumption. 


This does not mean, however, that Morocco is not importing some foods; Morocco 
imports sugar, tea and coffee. 


It is worth noting that Morocco is not the only country that imports these 
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products, and if Morocco continues to import sugar, tea and coffee, it will not 
ve the only country to do so. These products are not suitable for cultivation 
in the moderate climate of our country. 


Our sugar production is continuing to increase. It is hoped that sugar production 


will be increased so that by the end of this decade the Sugar we produce will 
meet all our needs. It is worth noting in this regard that most of the sugar that 
is sold in our country at the present time is manufactured and refined in Morocco. 


We import raw sugar from abroad, and we process it in Morocco. Our raw sugar im- 
ports are continuing to decline because of the ongoing and continuous expansion 
in the cultivation of beets and sugar cane in our country. Thus, Morocco's poten- 
tial in the field of agriculture, its climate, and the potential that is asso- 
ciated with the natural beauty of the country and with the native customs and 
traditions of its people call for optimism with regard to expanding the tourist 
sector in our country. 


The growth realized in tourism during the past season has been quite good. Accor- 
ding to the report by the Bank of Morocco, tourism in Morocco grew by about 8.5 
percent. Although this rate of growth is less than what Morocco hopes to achieve 
in this regard, it nevertheless needs to be encouraged, [particularly] if we were 
to take into account the deteriorating economic conditions in which the world 
is ft loundering. 


The report by the bank of Morocco stated that despite the unsuitability of the 
international economic situation, tourism in Morocco obviously prospered in 1981 
after having been stagnant for the past 3 years. The number of tourists who came 
into the country amounted to 1.6 million. That is an 8.5 percent increase over 
1980 figures. 


The report indicated that this development was the result of a 9.9 percent in- 
crease in the number of foreign visitors, which reached a record number in 1982. 
It was also the result of a 10.3 percent increase in the number of Moroccans 
living abroad. 


The report noted that this increase in the number of tourists coming into the 
country was accompanied by a slight decline in hotel business. This is because 
tourists’ paid visits in officially registered places of residence fell 2.9 per- 
cent for the first time in 4 years. The money paid for these visits amounted to 
7.6 million, and this indicates a drop in the length of visits by tourists. It 
indicates that the addition of that factor to an expansion in housing accommoda- 
tions and to the fact that there is a demand for other forms of housing led to 
a 9.6 percent decline in the rate of hotel occupancy. 


The exchange office estimated revenues to be worth 2.05 billion dirhams or the 
equivalent of 12.7 percent of the value of goods and services that are exported. 
This is a 14.8 percent increase, compared with only a 7.8 percent increase in 
1980. This increase is due particularly to the rise in the ccst of hotel services, 
particularly in the luxurious’ establishments which were responsible for close 
to half of this increase in the period in question. 


With regard to the entry of tourists, the report by the Bank of Morocco indicated 
that while the number of transit tourists continues to decline to the point that 
it only represents 4.8 percent of the total number of tourists that come into 











the country, the revival of tourism in Morocco has been the result of the fact 
that tourists come to Morocco to stay for a period of time. In 1981 the number 
of those amounted to 1,567,074 tourists. Of these 361,188 were Moroccans living 
abroad. That number increased by almost 10 percent. Seasonal development has con- 
firmed the trend for better distribution of hotel occupancy. This includes in 
particular the increase in the number of visitors during the first half of the 
year. Transit tourists coming through Tangier and (Sabtah) represented 60 percent 
of total tourist activity, instead of 85 percent the previous year. Use of the 
sea route and particularly the land route increased at the expense of the air 
route which still constitutes the most used means of transportation; 43 percent 
of the people who visited Morocco came by air. 


The report affirmed that three fourths of the increase in the number of tourists 
after 2 successive years of a slump in tourism was the result of the fact that 
1,205,886 foreign tourists visited Morocco. Despite the increase in the number 
of visitors, especially those coming from Arab countries, most of the visitors 
to Morocco still come from Europe. The number of French tourists alone amounted 
to 347,565; French tourists were thus the largest group of tourists or 29 percent 
of the total number of visitors. 


Hotel Accommodations and Tourist Policy 


The report by the Central Bank indicated that growth in hotel accommodations rose 
and that this created a 7.7 percent increase in hotel housing capacity. By the 
end of 1981 there were about 60,000 beds [in the country's hotels]. This is in 
addition to 11,000 beds in summer camps. Also 4,320 new beds were put to use, 
and this had required an investment of 197 million dirhams or half of what was 
realized during the past 3 years. 


This was accompanied by a reduction in regional centralization and an improvement 
in the distribution of establishments according to various categories. Regionally, 
1,808 new beds were introduced in Agadir; 1,590 new beds in Marrakesh; and 612 
new beds in Casablanca. With regard to categories, almost half of the additional 
beds were in four-star hotels. The remaining additional beds were in other average 
accommodations, especially tourist accommodations. 


Despite the increase in the number of tourists the report adds that the total 
periods of paid visits at various officially registered accommodations amounted 
to only 7,590,000, compared with 7,805,530. This is a 2.8 percent decline from 
one year to the other, and it is principally attributable to the temporary decline 
in the rate of occupancy during the month of August, especially in Agadir. Hotel 
rate of occupancy in 1979 and 1980, which continued to be close to 43 percent, 
fell to 38.7 percent. This decline was less prominent at luxurious establishments 
whose official records showed over 50 percent occupancy. 


The report by the Bank of Morocco affirmed that the principal objectives of the 
tourist sector development policy is -Urill manifested in strengthening the machi- 
nery for receiving tourists and imp v..+- the standard of services and profes- 
sional organization. Therefore, public suthorities are continuing to support pri- 
vate initiatives that would furnish high growth areas, and they are also encoura- 
ging the establishment of institutions in areas where accommodations are insuffi- 
cient. Public authorities are also trying to create variety in the supply of ser- 
vices available for tourist groups. 








tue report did note, however, that recent developments in tourist activities as 
well as the pressures that are produced by sharp international competition require 
that more serious efforts be made to improve operating methods at hotel establish- 
nents and to raise the standards of research and inquiry [into this matter]. 


The combination of Morocco's natural beauty, its temperate climate and its unique 
and breathtaking scenery are seldom found in any country. This scenery is manifes- 
ted in the coexistence of the golden sands of the desert, the snow-covered tops 
of the towering Atlas mountains and the blue waters of the sea that gently caress 
the verdant plains. Moroccans can never be satisfied with 1.5 million tourists 
a year, particularly since their two neighbors, Spain and Portugal, receive close 
to 40 million and 10 million tourists a year, respectively. These two neighboring 
countries are superior to Morocco only in tourist accommodations and publicity. 
The recorded results, as stated in the report by the Bank of Morocco, are encoura- 
ging when compared with previous results. However, they remain below the standard 
that Morocco's potential can provide in this area. Morocco then must double its 
efforts to develop this sector which is considered a tremendous source for hard 
currency. This can only be realized by increasing the number of tourists who come 
to Morocco, and this can be accomplished by devising practical plans, expanding 
our accommodations and reinforcing our publicity abroad. However, [merely] increa- 
Sing the number of tourists must not become a matter of priority. Plans-~ and 
efforts must be made to select those tourists [whose presence in our country] 
would be propitious for our religious, cultural and economic values. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


VIEWS ON NEW AMERICAN POLICY TOWARDS MID-—EAST OUTLINED 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 718, 14-21 Sep 82 pp 34-37 


|Article: "The New American Game Plan in the Middle East: Strategic Disengagement 
with Israel; the West Bank and Gaza Are not To Be Permitted To Acquire Jewish 
Characteristics so That They Can Become the Nucleus of a Palestinian Entity" | 


[Text | Special Dispatch from Paris: 


Palestinians who were dispersed among the Arab countries in the aftermath of 
Beirut's steadfastness proved to be the difficult component in the Middle East 
equation. Americans who engineered the evacuation operation sensed that the 
Palestinian question was becoming explosive and that it could neither be post- 
poned nor delayed. "The fruits of the fire'' in Beirut constituted the beginning 
of a sharp shift in America's position toward Israel and.toward the machinery 
[the latter had set in place] to increase the number of Jewish residents on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. To what extent is Washington proposing the foundation 
for a comprehensive solution to the Arab-lsraeli dispute? Does Washington support 
the establishment of an independent Palestinian state? Here are highlights of the 
new American game plan in the Middle East following the trouble in Beirut. 


In an interview with THE BALTIMORE SUN Zbigniew Brzezinski, President Carter's 
national security adviser revealed some of the factors lying behind U.S. 
decisions. He said that the White House was now suffering from a disturbing 
phenomenon in government: President Reagan knows nothing and is incapable of 
knowing anything. 


Political columnist Joseph Kraft was not exaggerating when he noted that when 
President Reagan took office and came to the White House, he did not know that 
there was a group of Islands in the South Atlantic which the British called the 
Falklands, the French, Les Malvines and the Argentinians, the Malvinas. President 
Reagan did not know that Judaea and Samaria were the Jewish names of the occupied 
West Bank. He thought that policy was conducted by computers and that events in 
the Middle East would be kept on hold until the "guerilla war" that was being 
fought in his administration could be brought to an end, and his economic, 
military and Soviet worries abated. He would then turn his attention to the war 
in Lebanon and to the crisis in the Middle East. However, President Reagan found 
himself faced with an unexpected crisis which the computer had not counted on. 
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Actually the war in Lebanon, and the crisis in Beirut to be specific, along with 
the violent bloodshed that accompanied that war was a blatant example of a 
problem that had suddenly mushroomed, forcing Washington to face up to un- 
favorable possibilities whose complications it would not be able to control 
later. Reagan found himself faced with a difficult decision of shifting from the 
role of mediator to that of an ally siding with Israel against friends in the 
region. 


The American president, who had read reports by his State Department and his 
Defense Department and [had seen] the conclusions reached by hundreds of experts 
and scores of computers in the Central Intelligence Agency, looked to the Middle 
East while the battle of Beirut was at its peak and found that everything [in 
that region] was an aberration. He assured himself that public policy for at 
least the past 15 years had been one of looking for a compromise solution to the 
matter of sovereignty under a so-called peaceful settlement. The United States is 
actually supporting Israel, but it is suggesting to the Arabs that it is 
Supporting them too. The United States is saying that there is room for a 
compromise solution. 


Joseph Kraft adds that the wrinkles on Reagan's face reflect the irregularities 
of U.S. policy. Gen Haig's resignation from his job was nothing more than a 
dramatization of the crisis that was about to explode and be simultaneously 
settled. The appointment of George Shultz secretary of state, a man with an 
economics background, was tantamount to a demonstration of the fact that the new 
California administration considered the Middle East a point of contention. Then 
came ''the shock"' of facing the jarring events in Lebanon. Chief troubleshooter 
Philip Habib was sent to "untangle extremely difficult problems" in an area of 
multi-faceted tensions. The first step [that had to be taken] was to evacuate PLO 
forces and to make an effort to close Lebanon's case by reaching an agreement 
with people who can make things happen in the area. U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Caspar Weinberger's tour in Beirut, Jerusalem and Cairo confirmed the new trend 
which is based on an equation for intensifying the cold war. That, in 
Weinberger's opinion, would keep away the spectre of World War III. 


What is remarkable is that the tour which the U.S. secretary of defense made in 
Middle Eastern capitals coincided with a warning that President Reagan sent to 
[srael. The warning pertained to the complications of Israel's persistent efforts 
to increase the number of Jewish residents in the West Bank. The warning 
coincided with the inauguration of the largest of cities in the occupied land, 
the city of Ma'aliyah Adumim , which is located on the road between Jerusalem 
and the Dead Sea. 


Israel's reply was swift; it was made by Yuval Ne'eman, minister of science and 
development. Ne'eman, a hard-liner, spoke of the necessity of "expediting the 
process of increasing the number of Jewish residents in Judaea and Samaria," the 
Jewish names of the occupied West Bank. Commenting on news about the U.S. 
president's letter, Mr Ne'eman said, "We expected this. These pressures are the 
result of personnel changes in the White House." 


This was a clear reference to Haig's resignation, to the appointment of Shultz 
[secretary of state] and to the latter's stance calling for reconsideration of 
"the Palestinian entity." 
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Within the American crossword puzzle, this point confirms that the Palestinian 
problem is to be brought gradually closer to the framework of Camp David. In the 
White House code this means that the problem would be turned over to the autonomy 
talks between Egypt and Israel. What led to this preventive posture was the 
United States' official fear that Tel Aviv would go ahead and annex the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip during the next few weeks. Hence actions that included Cairo 
and Paris were formulated under U.S. auspices to intensify common pressures from 
Europe and the United States to make Israel yield on solutions for the entire 
area. 


The new American peace plan emphasizes an equation for disposing of bilateral 
alliances, as was the case with Gen Haig who had initialed the strategic 
cooperation agreement with Tel Aviv. The new American peace plan would provide an 
opportunity for the creation of strategic squares that include Cairo, Beirut and 
Tel Aviv. They would form an alliance which would apply pressure and could uproot 
Soviet presence [in the area] directly or through an intermediary. 


In this regard Americans are inclined to vouch for Arab moderates and to attract 
Arab countries which have adopted a traditionally cautious approach towards 
Washington's fuzzy policy. At private gatherings Senator Charles Percy notes in 
jest that it was Congress that saved the leaders of the Palestinian Resistance in 
Beirut, even though Gen Sharon had made up his mind to invade Beirut despite the 
sacrifices and massacres that were expected as a result of that invasion. 

“Saving the leaders of the Resistance," says political commentator George 
Whiteman, ''comes close to the view of consolidating any American positions 
regarding autonomy considerations. Reagan's role here is manifested in [the 
effort to] preserve a delicate balance between intimidation and motivation and 
lat the same time] maintain a flexible hold on any transgression contemplated by 
Israel's leaders in putting together the new Lebanese government." 


George Bush, vice president of the United States Suggested that Arab oil 
countries be protected against any penetration by any party--the reference was to 
Iran or to any Arab rejectionist force. The regimes in these Arab oil countries 
were to be protected, for these regimes had threatened to assume stern postures 
toward the United States' ambivalent attitudes during the battle of Beirut. These 
postures fluctuated between using the threat of oil and [threatening to] withdraw 
bank deposits. However, the success realized by Philip Habib was the first step 
made in the effort to approach reasonable solutions from an American perspective. 
The tact that Philip Habib was awarded a medal of merit and the fact that he was 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize only affirm that the bet which Reagan had 
placed on the "Lebanese horse'' would turn out to be a winner. What is intriguing 
is that Congress itself, in the House of Representatives and in the Senate, where 
counteractions abound, began keeping a record of the points that Reagan scored. 


There is no doubt that George Shultz's tactics turned out to be fruitful. At the 
suggestion of higher U.S. authorities, he explained the inclinations of the U.S. 
plan in the Middle East and the choices that he was counting on to place the oil 
region, which he calls, "the basin of the future," in America's pocket. 


The Evanescence of Zionist Ideology 


Shultz harped on all the tunes that members of Congress like to hear. In the 














course of shifting back and forth between extremes, he spoke of Israel in both 
negative and positive terms; he predicted that Begin's term in office and the 
course he has been pursuing would come to an end; and he outlined in detail 
Opportunities for peace that would become available when the Labor party comes 
back into power. Reports received at the White House noted a growing evanescence 
of Zionist ideology and the replacement of that ideology by equations pertaining 
to matters of local residence. Goerge Shultz does not forget that one of the 
basic choices for the Likud bloc, to which Begin and Sharon belong, emphasizes 
annexation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. This is contrary to the 
flexibility which characterizes Shimon Perez's party; that flexibility is based 
on the realistic view of conceding the rights of Palestinians to establish an 
independent state. Americans have compiled some statements to that effect by 
Labor party leaders. 


Now that Beirut nas been dismembered, Reagan appears to be very enthusiastic 
about coming forward with a comprehensive and permanent peaceful solution to the 
|problem in the] Middle East. However, the question [here] is how far will Reagan 
push for this integrated plan? There are numerous Signs which indicate that the 
president is thinking seriously of running for re-election, to serve another 
4-year term in the White House. Now that he has spent 20 months in the White 
House, he is taking matters firmly in hand and undergoing an immediate cosmetic 
operation to remove the wrinkles from his face and the irregularities from his 
policy. 


The Egyptian Horse and the French Horse 


The new American plan in the Middle East is betting on two other horses [so to 
speak| to execute the anti-Soviet geo-political squares [in the area]. These 
[horses] are Cairo and Paris. 


Francis (Gutman), secretary general of the Quai d'Orsay--the location of the 
French ministry of External Relations--stated in an interview with the press that 
the French initiative to solve the crisis in Lebanon and to proceed from there to 
solve the question of the region is an attempt to coordinate efforts with 
Americans to bring about concrete changes. During his recent visit to Paris 
Egypt's minister of state for foreign affairs, Butrus Ghali, did not hide the 
fact that the correspondence between the postures of Egypt and France makes those 
postures likely to effect a breakthrough in the equations that are prevalent in 
the area. The question [here] is this: What is the relationship between this 
correspondence anc the new U.S. role in Lebanon and in the region? How do 
prospects for the special cooperation between Cairo and Washington take shape in 
light of this correspondence? 


it's been noted that Paris was the first European capital to declare its position 
on Israel's invasion of Lebanon. People who make decisions on foreign affairs in 
France did not hesitate to call Cairo and Tel Aviv to begin communications that 
would involve the new breakthrough. Egypt declared its Support for Mitterand's 
initiative, and both Egypt and France worked together to present a plan of action 
to the UN Security Council which would supervise the disengagement of Israeli and 
Palestinian forces in Beirut's western sector. The French wanted this disen- 
Kayement to be a prelude to a comprehensive solution in which all active parties 
would take part. However, the U.S. veto of the plan on 27 June sparked the close 
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coordination |that developed] between Egypt and France. It was in this context 
that on 29 June President Mubarak sent Butrus Ghali to Paris with an urgent 
messaye to Mitterand. In front of television cameras Ghali outlined the boun- 
daries of common action for the purpose of reaching an immediate solution to 
confront Israel's aggression. 


Butrus Ghali met three times with Claude Cheysson, France's minister of external 
relations, and the two men considered containing the complications of what was 
happening in Lebanon. There is no doubt that efforts made on the scene by French 
units in Beirut to ensure an honorable departure for the Palestinians played a 
part in the development of Egyptian-French relations. In addition, Paris had 
special considerations regarding the situation in Lebanon, a country which has 
traditionally been submissive to France. 


The yrowing French role on and behind the scenes coincided with the first struc- 
tural break in French-Israeli relations, particularly after the incident in the 
Jewish sector in Paris. Israel used this incident as an excuse to accuse France 
rashly of being biased in favor of the Arabs and the Palestinian question. Rela- 
tions deteriorated to that dangerous level for the first time since Mitterand 
took office. Tel Aviv attacked the role that France was playing in cooperation 
with Egypt, and that attack was followed by Shamir's warnings to the Elysee 
Palace and to the Quai d'Orsay. Shamir also accused Paris of trying to save the 
PLO. 


Israel's attack did not prevent the Egyptian-French rapprochement from continu- 
ing. A counterattack took place in the form of a joint working paper that was 
prepared by Cairo and Paris last 14 July. That working paper constituted the 
basis of a plan that could be submitted to the Security Council. The broad lines 
of the working paper focused on the need to link a solution to the Lebanese 
problem with a solution to the Palestinian question and the establishment of 
comprehensive peace in the area. 


Again, U.S. reservations about the plan forced the two capitals to postpone 
[submitting it to the Security Council]. However, matters behind the scene appear 
to be more complicated than they are on the scene. As Arab League ambassador and 
UN observer Clovis Maqsud said, "The central point in any American action thust 
revolve around recogni.cion by the strongest country in the world of the 
legitimacy of the Palestinian entity."' President Reagan knows that there is a 
document in favor of a U.S.-Palestinian dialogue that goes back to Saunders' 
American initiative which came out in November 1975. That initiative was tes- 
timony given by Harold Saunders, former assistant secretary of state for Middle 
Eastern and south Asian affairs, to the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
security Council. That was the first American document to recognize the 
importance of dealing with the Palestinian element to secure peace in the Middle 
Fast. 


In an interview with the U.S. television network, NBC Clovis Magsud himself 
attirmed that the Saunders document was a progressive step in the U.S. position 
on the question of Palestine. Mr Maqsud noted that the growth of world-wide sup- 
port for a balanced peaceful settlement in the area would no longer allow 
Washington to ignore the problem and the spread of that problem in the region. 
Hence, development in the U.S. position is essential. However, flexibility is 
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still missing from the frameworks of intercommunication. Washington has persisted 
in its refusal to engage in talks with the PLO before the organization amends its 
national charter, which stipulates the liberation of Palestine, and declares that 
it would abide by Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and that it would 
accept peaceful coexistence with Israel. 


In return for that Palestinians established their willingness to talk with 
Washington, and they took steps toward making direct contact [with Americans]. 
However, Cairo did not show interest in this matter prior to Camp David. In the 
post Camp David period, until the peace treaty was signed on 26 March 1979, Cairo 
focused on the dialogue between Egypt, Israel and the Uunited States. After that 
Cairo became preoccupied with the call for mutual recognition between the 
Palestinians and israel. It tried to find Palestinians on the West Bank and in 
Gaza who would participate in the autonomy talks. 


Zuhdi al-Tarzi, the Palestinian representative at the United Nations said that 
the American development on the Palestinian question was disappointing. He 
recalls that problems which followed Reagan's taking office in January 1981 
scuttled any possibility for a dialogue between Americans and Palestinians on any 
level. One notes that Reagan had pledged in his campaign that he would not in any 
case recognize or talk with the PLO. He had described the organization as a "band 
of terrorists."' Therefore, Cairo closed that case on the U.S.-Palestinian 
dialogue and did not provide any additional support for it. 


The Palestinian representative who is well informed about the secrets of U.S. 
policy toward the PLO affirms that Washington is insisting on getting the PLO to 
recognize Israel and that it is forcing the organization to make arbitrary 
choices under the machinery that continues to transform the character of the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank to increase the number of Jewish residents in that area. 
[It is likely that the Egyptians and the French will be eagerly trying to persuade 
the highest authorities in the United States to begin talks with the PLO after it 
has become established that the PLO is the difficult component in the Middle East 
equation. 


The Turning Point of the Inf lamed Period 


Robert Dillon, U.S. ambassador in Beirut said, "Reagan's equations were consumed 
by the fires of Beirut.'' Ambassador Dillon had lived through the decisive moments 
of the war, observing them from his residence in the district of (al-Yarzah), an 
eastern suburb overlooking Beirut. The statements made by George Shultz were the 
only proposals that remained afloat amidst the tumultuous conflicts; these 
proposals are being validated by initiatives that are being made to establish a 
settlement. The United States' military mission is about to come to an end--or it 
has in fact ended--while the economic task has begun. This was manifested in the 
appointment of George Shulz, who is a master with figures and who believes that 
the globe is a large conglomerate most of whose shares must be owned by Americans. 


The battle has been shifted to the real battlefield. Gen Robert Kingston who was 
summoned from South Korea to command the rapid deployment force says, "Israel is 
the battleground, and the battle is being fought between Palestinians, who are 
supported by Arabs, and the Sharon-Begin duo. These two men helieve that their 
tanks have to uproot the people who come from the north in ord = to carry out the 
bidding of the prophet Ezekiel." 
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Americans who had emphasized the points of agreement between their interests and 


Jewish interests are reconsidering their calculations. However, new facts [on the 
scene | are not allowing them [the opportunity] to catch their breath. Washington 
which did achieve a breakthrough in the Middle East, as Caspar Weinberger 


suggested in his visit to Lebanon, knows quite well that if it does not remove 
the time bombs from the Middle East, the Soviet Union, which is observing the 
Situation furtively, will infiltrate the area from those cracks that are likely 
to occur. . 


Despite the iron-clad wishes of President Ronald Reagan, there is fear in the 
White House according to THE HERALD TRIBUNE of any change in the Soviet 
leadership after Leonid Brezhnev's departure. This would mean that the Soviet 
military will have a golden opportunity to advance their cause. Those military 
men believe that maintaining the present status quo in the Middle East will 
expose a set of Soviet strategic weaknesses. Thus a series of quick actions will 
have to be taken to deal with surprises. 


Reports indicate that Marshal Dmitry Ustinov, who is considered by Washington a 
candidate for ruling the Soviet Union, will either secretly or publicly deploy 
the timed Palestinian bomb to inflame the Middle East. Reagan, who has read about 
the communist marshal and his aspirations in the warm regions suggested to his 
advisers that they expedite measures to contain what German Col (Von Eistick) 
calls, "The resurrection of Palestinians to claim their legitimate state on 
Palestinian soil." 


8592 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


4 


MINISTER OF INFORMATION: ARAB UNITY NEEDED AGAINST ISRAEL 
Jiddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 4 Jul 82 pp 6-7 


[Article by Lc Muhammad 'Abduh Yamani, minister of information: "Where Is 
the Region Going?" ] 


[Text] It is the right of every Arab and every Muslim to ask: ‘Where is 
the region going?" 


Now, in the shadow of Israeli transgressions and the complete breakdown of 
the Lebanese leadership, we feel that there is a terrible plot whose 
perpetrators are trying to surround the Arab nation and force it to 
surrender! 


If this is the first thought that comes to mind from the Israeli operations 
inside a country with full sovereignty, then what cannot be known at this 
point, according to many observers, is what these events will lead to, 
namely: What will be the final outcome of the Israeli incursion into 
Lebanon? How can the Arab nation work to expel the Israelis when they are 
in a position, to our regret, to skirt agreement on even the least joint 
work? 


Perhaps the more important question is: How can the Arab nation, while it 
is in this condition of disharmony, protect its leadership after giving the 
Israelis the dangerous assurance that the hand of tyranny and enmity can 
reach any place on the Arab map? 


After affirming, as Arabs and Muslims and a nation, that what happened is 
only the result of the convulsed situation in which our nationlives, a 
situation of artificial tensions, subsidiary disputes and total rupture. 


These questions pose themselves in a time of impending danger to every part 
of the Arab homeland, where up to now the superpowers have taken a 
negative attitude, wavering between supporting the aggression, merely 
criticizing it and lying in wait to see what might happen, with the goal 
of exploiting all circumstances to their own benefit. But none of them 
has given any thought to the welfare and legitimate rights of the Arabs. 
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That in itself is enough to convince the Arab nation that it does not need 
foreign guarantees for its security. It also can tiever rely on other parties 
outside the Arab nation--especially since we know well the game that is 

going on to polarize our states and peoples, to weaken our bonds and to hold 
our states and peoples in the worst kind of exploitation and auctioning off 
of our rights. 


This truth, of which the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has become aware, is 
bitter and must be transformed from this point on into a "work program" 
that will enable us to know how to deal with all the powers on new 
foundations based on the bitter experience of the past 25 days. We have 
experienced the tragedy and have faced it alone, without any party to stand 
by our rights or any friend to assure us that he wil] stick with us. 


If we are now alone in the arena, that alone gives us the conviction that 
the Arab homeland is an Arab responsibility and that the defense of its 
lands and its rights is a historic trust given to all of us. This is 
especially true since the game of foreign interests around us is to advance 
with its open or concealed support for the existence of Israel, preserve its 
military superiority so that it can continue to terrorize our peoples and 
guarantee the supremacy of its army over all parts of the Arab homeland. 
The ultimate goal is for this threat to impose complete surrender, for the 
Arab nation to constantly feel a need for foreign support and to spend 
billions of riyals to develop a military power for the states of the region 
at the expense of the welfare of its peoples, the building of its human 
potential and the continuance of its developmental programs... 


The Israeli aggression against Lebanon is the result of a number of hostile 
policies toward this nation that pvito around several aims for the 
advancement of these policies: 


1. To advocate division among the states of the region. 
2. To feed surface disputes and make them deeper. 


3. To invest in the struggles, wars and crises already existing in the 
region to the greatest extent possible. 


There is no doubt that in the last few years Israel has been happy to see 
the Arab world torn the way we now see the relationships between Syria and 
Jordan, Syria and Iraq, the PDRY and Oman, Morocco and Algeria and Libya 
and the Arab world. 


It Likewise must have been very happy when it was able to isolate Egypt 
from the Arab group and build its strategy around the polarization of a 
number of other Arab states--to blind them with peace in the wake of 

Camp David in order to guarantee greater superiority over the Arab home- 
land and assure the breakup of its bonds, the weakening of its war effort, 
and shake up the confidence of its peoples in their leaders, so it could 
deal with the states of the region one by one... 
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Likewise, nothing pleased Israel more than helping to create a dangerous 
seat Of tension by inflaming the Iraq-Iran war: It took the ¢ eatest pains 
to benefit from this war more than by merely weakening the tv states 
militarily; it financed the conflict to its benefit when it was able to 
penetrate the region and helped to kindle the war in a way known to every- 
one. By this means, it worked to create a deep chasm between the Arabs 

and other Muslims, nourishing the enmity between two Muslim countries so 
as to insure that these two powers would be unable to resist any major act 
of aggression Israel might engage in, as happened in Lebanon! 


Imagine how violent, strong and quick the Arab response to Israel could 
be if inter-Arab relations were harmonious, integrated and unified, where 
now they are hostile, and if Arab-Islamic relations were at a peak of 
unity. Then things would change. If Israel were faced with a fighting 
force in which the Arab and Islamic wills were joined, this force would 
confront its arrogance and teach it a lesson it would never forget. 


We here in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia felt and still feel that the 
creation of appropriate atmospheres and the disputes among the Arab and 
Islamic states have a greater impact than an abundance of arms and 
ammunition. 


What happened in Lebanon is an exemple of the degradation of the will of 
two nations and the violation of their rights. At the same time, it is 

a dangerous indication of the continued state of rupture Israel wants for 
us. This forced the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to denounce this situation 
from the first and to call on the Arab and Islamic nations to work to 
eliminate their differences immediately and take a responsible attitude 
toward what happens. 


When His Highness King Khalid (may God have mercy on him) quickly sent 
cables on Sunday 25 Sha'ban 1402 AH/7 June 1982 to President Ronald Reagan, 
French President Francois Mitterrand, British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and West German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, and to the kings and 
heads of state in the Arab world, Africa and Asia, in which His Highness 
(may God have mercy on him) explained the extent and danger of the Israeli 
aggression against Lebanon and demanded that these states take their 
responsibility, he also explained the importance of international 
cooperation to halt the continued operations of aggression. 


Whe. the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia announced this movement following the 
Israeli aggression, it knew by its perspicacity the implications of this 
invasion, and based on these feelings of responsibility, from the first 
moment it did not hold back any effort in calling the Arab and Islamic 
states to "intensify their efforts and renounce their differences and work 
to resist these Zionist acts of aggression that seek to exterminate the 
Palestinian people and destroy their camps...as well as the security and 
stability of the Lebanese people, indeed of the entire Arab and Islamic 
nation." 
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The Kingdom did not stop there, but "called on international organizations 
and agencies to work to put an end to these repeated acts of aggression 
(hat are in violation of all international laws and customs, indeed all 
humane principles, in a way that directly impacts on the stability of the 
region." 


But Israel was not concerned with responding to the call of world conscience 
so much as it was eager to carry out the terrible slaughter and achieve 

its goals of paralyzing the Arab struggle and causing it to despair of 
restoring its legitimate rights and establishing a Palestinian state under 
the leadership of the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) as the 

sole representative of the proud Palestinian people. 


But Israel was mistaken if it thought that by this madness it could weaken 
the Arab and Islamic will to this extent. 


As His Highness the King said when he presided over the council of 

ministers on Monday. 16 Sha'ban 1402 AH/8 June 1982, "Our consoluation is 
that our sons and our people who have departed as victims of this brutal 
aggression died the boldest and most noble death, and they will live in 

the hearts of their people as a vibrant example of sacrifice and redemption." 


This means that Arab responsibility is embodied to an extent larger and 
greater than ever, and that this nation must move immediately from a phase 
of disintegration and disolution and the creation of artificial crises 

to a phase of serious and responsible work, because Israel is demanding with 
all impudence that the Palestininians and Syrians leave Lebanon and that 

a weak system be set up that it can rule and control as the price for its 
withdrawal, in the worst sort of exploitation and robbery. 


We don't know what Israel expects from a people whose honor has been 
injured, whose rights have been confiscated and who have been victimized 
by injustice. 





Does it expect that the Arab and Islamic states will permit it to take 
over Lebanon and respond to its conditions, expel the Palestinian brethren 
from Lebanese territory and wipe out all nationalist elements in Lebanon 
so that only those elements with which it can agree will remain? 


[Israle's calculations are quite wrong if it thinks that the Arabs will 
yield to these conditions and that it will be able to exploit the Lebanese 
desire for full control over all of Lebanon to deepen the chasm between the 
various parties. 


Israel is also very mistaken if it thinks there is a single Lebanese 
citizen who will believe that its military operations are only in the 
interest of an independent Lebanon and against those who are working to 
divide it, as Israel claims, while it moves to control Lebanon's people, 
army and government. 











Likewise, all of the forces that stand behind Israel are mistaken if they 
think they can convince the world that their positions in support of Israel 
are in the interest of security and stability in the region, while they 
fortify and establish controls over a country with full [sovereign] rights. 


Stranger than all that is that the superpowers vacillate between advancing 
and recoiling from critizing this aggression and revealing its true goals 
and designs. 


As for us in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, we can sssure the world that 

the great conspiracy and the reasons behind this aggression are more 
dangerous than all that. That is, the Israeli invasion of Lebanon is a 
step in the strategy of the Zionist entity to have a psychological, 
political and economic impact on the great Arab entity, and this invasion 
embraces a naked Israeli determination to eliminate the PLO, the great 
obstacle in the way of the success of the self-rule negotiations, as former 
American Secretary of State Henry Kissinger said. 


Perhaps the best proof of this orientation is the suggestion of former 
American Secretary of State Alexander Haig that the work of the Fedayeen 
be turned into a political structure instead of what it is now, an armed 
force that is a threat to Israel, in his words. 


We want to assure the American secretary and others that these inter- 
pretations and half-baked solutions cannot win the support of any one, and 
they will not win the understanding of countries that love world peace... 


Although we support any work toward establishing peace and stability in the 
region, we cannot support the principle of surrender to Israeli tyranny. 

In all the Arab states put together there is no one who will dispute the 
right of the Lebanese to assume their full responsibilities, so we will 

not let Israel or anyone else boast that the peace and security of Lebanon 
are threatened by the existence of Palestinian and Syrian forces on its 
territories. 


This understanding was part of the continued affirmation of the Kingdom 

of Saudi Arabia and its continued contact with all political leaders 

ever since the Lebanese territories and the Lebanese and Palestinian 
peoples were subjected to the aggression. His Highness King Fahd informed 
Yasir ‘Arafat in a telephone communication on Friday, 19 Sah'ban 1402 

AH 1 June 1982, that "the Kingdom has adopted a number of resolutions, 
based on its Arab and Islamic responsibilities, to confront the deterio- 
rating situation in Lebanon." 


His Highess also affirmed that "all ranks are united behind the heroid 
resistance in the face of these barbaric assaults, and the Kingdom is 
placing all of its material, military and diplomatic resources in the 
service of the Palestinian cause, to support the resistance and save the 
fraternal Lebanese people from the Israeli violation of their land, 
authority and national unity." 
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In fact, the Kingdom began to move in all directions. Perhaps the visit 

of His Highness Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal to Germany, France and Britain, and 
his meeting with American President Ronald Reagan, confirms the seriousness 
of this commitment. The following are consequences of these contacts: 


l. President Reagan sent a letter to the Israeli Prime Minister described 
as firm and in which he urged him to stop the shooting in Lebanon. 


2. The Kingdom attempted to eliminate basic differences among the 
concerned parties in Lebanon by offering a united front of resistance 
to Israel. 


3. It won absolute Western support for the Arab position and a call for 
Israel to leave Lebanon and recognize the rights of the Palestinians 
again in accordance with the European Common Market report, which states: 


a. that the 10 states vigorously denounce the Israeli raid on Lebanon and 
believe that the cease-fire must continue at any cost; the statement 
specifies that this cease-fire must be accompanied by an immediate with- 
drawal of the Israeli forces from their positions around Beirut and a 
simultaneous withdrawal of Palestinian forces from West Beirut. 


b. the restoration fo definitive peace to Lebanon requires a complete 
and rapid withdrawal of the Israeli forces from this country, along with 
all foreign forces, with the exception of those permitted by a legitimate 
government of Lebanon that is granted broad representative status and to 
which control over all Lebanese territories is restored. The 10 states 
support every effort aimed at achieving these goals. 


The 10 states affirmed once again their call, which is included in the 
Venice statement, that the PLO is an essential party in any dialogue for 
peace. It says in article 4 that the 10 states hope, after solving the 
problem of Lebanon, to begin to work on a permanent settlement for peace 
and security in the region by carrying out negotiations on the basis of 
offering security to all states and justice to all peoples. It specifies 
that all parties concerned must participate, and hence that they must 
meet together, and that Israel will never get the security it seeks by 
use of force or by creating incidents, but only through the realization 
of the legitimate hopes of the Palestinian people. The statement specifies 
that these people must be given the possibility of controlling their 
right to self-determination in the full meaning of that word. 


The 10 states hope that the Palestinian people will be able to achieve 
their demands through political means, taking into consideration the 
necessity of recognizing and respecting the existence and security of all. 


Although the 10 European states did not clearly stipulate the rights of 

the Palestinians, they expressed them once as Palestinian hopes and another 
time as Palestinian demands. But they could not ignore these rights or 
minimize their importance. We have observed how the states of Europe 
rejected the principle of imposing Israeli sovereignty over Lebanon due to 
their understanding of the Arab position and the nature of the organic 
relationship between Lebanon and the PLO in particular 
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But the situation nevertheless is still ready to explode as a result of 
the continued Israeli presence in Lebanon in a way that is unacceptable to 
any Arab, and the states of the world that love peace have also rejected 
this tyrannical presence. 


On this subject, the Kingdom of SAudi Arabia, which has always favored a 
political solution, went to the farthest limit in its dialogue with the 
concerned partie:. It had great success in utilizing its relations with 
other countries, especially the United States, which stands unreservedly 
behind Israel and which by its open support of Israel--disregarding Saudi’ 
efforts and continued contacts--was able to cross even the Lebanese 
borders to others, due to its belief that the Palestinian fighting forces 
were ensconced inside the occupied territory and would never hlep achieve 
peace in the manner now proposed, either through the Camp David accords 
or the well-knwon project of Ariel Sharon to link villages, or by imposing 
peace by force, as Israel thinks and is trying to do. 


That is, the United States cooperates with the Israel in its sentiments 

and interests, but we, by our constant efforts and contacts with the 

United States were able to limit this emotional zeal and to provoke 

an important rational side that is directly linked with many U.S. interests 
in the Arab world. 


In truth, we say that Israel's success in subduing Lebanon is not because 
America is behind it and is not because Israel is an effective fighting 
force in the region but because the Arab situation is still poor and the 
fabric is fragile, especially the fabric of cooperation between the 
Lebanese, Palestinian and Syrian brothers. That is why this has happened 
to us. 


This truth, which cannot be ignored, has an effect that prompted the 
Kingdom to place as its first priority in these terrible circumstances 
the fact that there must be a true Arab consensus supported by sincere 
progress in directions that serve our causes and utilize our foreign 
relations in a way that strengthens our positions. 


Perhaps what American VicePresident George Bush heard in his meeting with 
His Highness King Fahd is the best proof that this country was and remains 
true to the cuases related to its destiny and is ready to sacrifice all it 
has as long as that is necessary to defend its interests and full rights. 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia asked that the United States respond and work 
"to carry out these resolutions so that the Kingdom and its fellow Arabs 
will not have to take measures to guarantee that Israel will be forced to 
leave Lebanon." 


The Kingdom rejected "the principle of linking Israeli withdrawal with a 
condition of withdrawal of all non-Lebanese forces from Lwbanon, since 
that is a matter that should be left to the Lebanese Government as the 
power authorized to make such a decision." 
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His Highness Prince Sa'ud al-Fayisal also assured George Bush in his 
meeting with him on Wednesday, 24 Sha'ban 1402 AH/17 June 1982 "that 
neither Israel nor the United States nor any other country has the right 
to impose that stiuplation on Lebanon. The issue now at hand is limited 
to the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, the occupation of Lebanese territory 
and the disregard of UN and Security Council resolutions--hence the call 
for an end to it." 


Yes, the belief that Israel can impose its solutions on us is a mistaken 
belief. Israel must seek other ways to faltter its vanity, but neither 
Israel nor any of the superpowers will ever be able to confront the 
Arab and Islamic will on which we depend as a basis for imposing logic, 
truth and justice on Israel and those who stand behind it. 


Because the Arab nation itself prefers a political solution, it moves 
these days in all directions, through individual contacts or the six-part 
committee which finished its sessions in Ta'if the day before yesterday 
and decided to institute immediate contacts with the perpetual member 
states of the Security Council. This confirms the Arabs' devotion to the 
cause of peace and that they are searching for any means that lead to it, 
to save lives and prevent more destruction. 


But despite this political movement, we must, as a nation stripped of its 
rights, be ready to shoulder our responsibilities, with all their 
consequences, if the occupation of Lebanon continues and the enemy 
persists in its arrogance and disregard for the rights of the Palestinians 
and its belief that it can distract the Arabs from demanding these rights 
by creating a new rift and by imposing the present situation, with its 
occupation of Lebanon. We have been led to demand that they leave Lebanon 
as a cheap exchange for our being content with that, relinquishing our 
demands for the other Arab territories and full restoration of the rights 
of the Palestinians and the establishment of their independent state with 
its capital, Jerusalem, on Palestinian national soil. 


Therefore, we support a political solution, if such a solution finds 

those who will respect it and impose it on Israel. We ask the international 
community not to force us, since it has not accepted its full responsibilities 
toward this extraordinary situation... We ask that it not force us to 

restort to a military solution when no other avenue is open to us. 


It is very strange that Israel asks the PLO to turn to political work, 
throw down its arms, look for other means and fully accept Israel's 
existence, when it is Israel that employs’ the military solution and 
imposes it on the rest of our homelands--indeed, while it occupies most 
of the Arab territories in order to barter with them and expand at the 
expense of our legitimate rights. 


[It is truly regrettable that some of the superpowers participate with 
Israel in this orientation and encourage it in this, with all of the basic 
contradictions between words and deeds that this entails. 
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It is also regrettable that some voices are raised in support of Israel's 
crimes and its invasion of Lebanon at a time when the Israeli opposition 
is revealing the great decpetion perpetrated by Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin when he let the members of parliament, the cabinet and 
indeed all Israelis think that the goai of the Israeli campaign was no 
more than 40 kilometers, to secure the peace of the Upper Galilee. 


But what has happened now confirms that there is an international scheme 
between the Israeli prime minister and his minister of defense, and that 
the goal of the invasion is to make the Arabs despair of carrying on in 
their independent, rejectionist positions and make them turn toward 
capitulationist solutions. 


The turn from military work to political work is a goal opposed by no one. 
But the demand for political action comes in the midst of circumstances 

in which the enemy is negating such an option and while Israel refuses 

to recognize the PLO. When such recognition occurs and we enter the 
phase of negotiations on clear foundations around the core issues of the 
future--then the Palestinian work will become purely political work, 

since military power is not an end but only a means when there is no 

room for dialogue. 


{t is possible for Israel to prepare the way for this transformation on 
its part but if not, how can it demand that the PLO do so while it is 
using military means and the worst sort of exploitation? 


So let us ask Israel and thos who stand behind Israel: By what right do 
you ask the Palestinian people to evacuate Arab lands, and where can 
they go? 


The answer is that Israel must recognize the rights of these people and 

the role played by the PLO as their sole legal representative. It must 
recognize their right to establish their own state on Palestinian soil. 

Then one may say that the Palestinians must abandon force as a means of 
attaining their rights. At that point, coexistence might be able to take 
the place of force, since the necessary balance will come when the 
Palestinians obtain their rights as a fundamental substitute for any 

other methods, which might expose the region to more rupture and instability. 


Israel is mistaken if it thinks that it can eliminate the entire 
Palestinian people, because they will take it by surprise as a fighting 
force both within and outside occupied Palestine, and the goals of the 
attack as planned and carried out by Israel will be thwarted. 


If by this invasion Israel aims to destroy the Palestinian military 
apparatus, that is another delusion, so long as Israel itself treats 
the Palestinians as saboteurs rather than as having legitimate rights 
that must be recognized. 


We do not think it farfetched that the interests of America, Israel 


and even the Soviet Union in various parts of the world would become 
the direct object of revenge by a people who find themselves confronted 
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with a great conspiracy to exterminate them. If Israel continues to 
execute its expansionist policies at the expense of [text missing] and 
at the expense of its brothers and tries by all means to totally destroy 
the Palestinian force... 


The truth must be taken into consideration not as a way of threatening 

or putting pressure on the superpowers but as a natural result of the 
escalating feeling of resentment by a people deprived of all their rights 
and forced to rove in all directions. 


Israel and others must understand another thing: that the peace-keeping 
forces entered Lebanon as a result of an Arab resolution due to a need 
for them at a certain time and that their explusion cannot come as a 
result of an Israeli decision so that Israel itself may impose ridiculous 
stipulations such as those offered in return for their leaving Lebanon. 


The Israelis must realize that only the Arabs can provide stability to 
Lebanon and make legitimate rule there possible by spreading their full 
influence throughout all of Lebanon, and not as Israel itself wants--that 
its current adventure end in a weak Lebanon torn by problems and 
sectarianism and divided by various forces. Then it would find itself 

in the position of guardian entrusted with the resources of the Lebanese 
people, to appear as one who wants to protec it--and from whom? From 
their brothers and fellow countrymen, the Syrians and the Palestinians? 


[srael does not want a stable Lebanon under national rule that will treat 
it as an enemy, for any Arab presence in Lebanon, whether it be natural 
or irregular, will continue to be more sympathetic to the sovereignty of 
Lebanon than an Israeli guardianship, although there is basically no such 
comparison. 


The question now is: Does the explusion of the Syrians and Palestinians-- 
as Israel wants--mean the achievement of concord among the Lebanese 
themselves such as to enable them to govern their country under stable 
conditions? 


Realtiy confirms that it is not an issue of concord between the Lebanese 
themselves so much as it is a reflection of the struggle of different 
orientations within a country that has nothing to do with all that and 
only wants to exercise free will and complete responsibility and control 
within the framework of its legitimate rights and ordinances. 


As for Israel, it wants a weak Lebanon, corroded from within and in need 
of its support, so it can return there under the pretext of helping the 
Lebanese exercise their full rights in establishing their erlationships 
with others--and at the forefront of those with whom Lebanon would 
establish these relationships is Israel. 
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israel also wants it to be an easy path for crossing into Syria at the 
appropriate time and tto other places when it so wishes. Israel has no 
concern over Lebanon's annihilation or the prospect of more sacrificial 
victims in the future, as happened during the present adventure. 


We are all waiting for an independent Lebanon, not a Lebanon ruled by 
sectarianism and again dominated by dissention. This dream will never 

be realized under the auspices of foreign impositions or Israeli pressures, 
but it might be realized within the frame work of a positive Arab effort 
taking account of the welfare of Lebanon and the larger Arab interests 

side by side. 


In our conception there is no danger in that to Israel if it truly desires 
the good of Lebanon and stability for the region, although we realize that 
it will refuse this option because it does not want an independent Lebanon 
but rather a Lebanon that wi-l yield to the stipulation of an agreement 
with it and the conditions of a settlement that will link it to Israel 

in common interests in such a way that Lebanon will cast of its Arabness. 


These facts are now confirmed historical truths that cannot be ignored. 
Therefore, as Arabs and Muslims, we must shoulder our full responsibilities 
in steadfastness and dedication. As I said in my speech on Sunday, 28 
Sha'ban 1402 AH/21 June 1982, when I affirmed that "the Kingdom, under the 
leadership of His Highness King Fahd and his loyal Crown Prince, will 
continue to carry its full responsibilities toward Lebanon, indeed toward 
all Arabs. To this end, it will spare no effort to assure its brothers 

of the importance of joint work within the framework of the Arab League 

and of the need for complete solidarity with the Lebanese and Palestinian 
peoples in this phase. 


"We are aware that the conspiracy is much greater than some imagine it 
to be." 


That is, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia looks at the events in Lebanon 
through its certain knowledge of Israeli ambitions and of the dimensions 
of the game of international interests in the region. 


Perhaps it would be appropriate for us to say that the Arab understanding 
of all aspects of the problem has become almost complete, especially now 
that all the Arab states know that they have only one option: to cont inue 
to pursue the essential Arab solidarity and unity and to defend all their 
rights or to be exterminated through continued disputes and diffused 
orientations. 


We must ask at this point: Is it sufficient in the next phase of work 
that there be a single goal if the ranks themselves are not unified? 


When the Arab leaders met in Khartoum after the 1967 war, the slogan 
that was raised was "one rank before one goal." That is, the purpose of 
“the summit of the three noes" was to bring an end to all traces of 
hostility. But now the matter has become linked to our entire destiny, 











which enjoins us not to distinguish between the goal and the appropriate 
means for reaching that goal, because the goal is the restoration of Arab 
and Palestinian rights and the establishment of an independent Palestinian 
State with Jerusalem as its capital. We must emphasize at the same time 
that to achieve this aim with a united orientation, we must include a 
unity of methods, and then we will finally achieve our goal. 


The direction that we seek is as follows: This nation will never be saved 
unless we believe in the fateful importance of its causes, and that by 
taking up this conviction in the coming phase of work we will eliminate 
many of the dangerous schisms that exist, even between those who hold the 
same ideology, and will eliminate on the other hand the alliances that 
arose as a result of this disharmony, because the existence of any 
alliance is harmful to the future of the Arab task and has encouraged 
Israel to execute its latest crime in the assurance that it could widen 
the differences between us and create numerous centers of tension in the 
region. One gf the most outstanding results of this is that the nation 
has been militarily weakened, politically torn and economically plundered 
at a time when the Arab states continue to finance the causes of Arab 
stagnation, incited by nationalistic feelings and patriotic sentiments 
that have distracted them from thinking about the outcome in all of its 
dimensions, due to the arousal of too many sensitivities, and at the same 
time abandoning the use of financial leverage for power that they should 
have transformed into an Arab power able to deter when necessary. 


This sensitive reaction needs to be better organized to enable it to 
achieve a latent ability to meet the challenges and dangers surrounding 
the nation. 


The latest Israeli aggression confirms that the cause is in need of a 
united position first of all, before financing; then a joint working 
strategy’ and finally a more precise definition of the directions in 
which there is agreement and ways to study the obstacles to agreement 
under a common umbrella that must be established immediately in the 
form of a Supreme Council of Arab Defense, for example, that would 
combine the powers of organization and supply within the framework of 
Supreme common goals. In accordance with specific aims, it would take 
into account the following questions: 


-What do we want? 


-What are the ultimate priorities that must be achieved over a l-, 5-, 
lO-year period, etc.? 


But we will need before all this to completely reassess our relationships 
with the other parties in the light of our long experience with them. 

[t does not matter if this reassessment leads us to end some of these 
ties or replace them with others or get rid of them and stop looking 

for others. 
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We possess many of the means, but we still doubt our ability to manage 
our own affairs. Some of us are also not ready to relinquish even a 
little of our relationships with this or that power has achieved in 
exchange for the Arab conglomerate to possess its own will and fully 
control its own destiny. 


If there is anyone who thinks that arriving at such results will, from 
the standpoint of the recent events in the region, be a burden, he is 
expressing a state of shock and extreme passivity, but that is no 
justification for forever going on as we are now, even after we have 
discovered the true friend and the real enemy. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


FIGURES ON ECONOMY RELEASED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 293, 2 Oct 82 p 37 
[Article: "Two Saudi Development Plans; A Report and Results"] 


[Text] A report from the Saudi Ministry of Planning stated that the average 
per capita income was $1,613, that the state's revenues had increased 43 times 
during the 70's and that 16 percent of total development appropriations had 
been spent on education programs. 


The Saudi Ministry of Planning sent King Fahd a report covering the two Saudi 
development plans, that is, economic development and social development, 
during the 70's, specifying avenues of expenditure of official appropriations 
on various state facilities. 


The report states that the price of Saudi crude oil had risen four times since 
1973. At its lowest the price was $1.80 per barrel and it rose to the current 
price of $34.00 a barrel. This increased the state's revenues 34 times during 
this period. While the average per capita income was 2,833 Saudi riyals, that 
is, $823, in 1979-1980, it currently amounts to 5,550 riyals or $1,613. 


During this period, the Kingdom made tangile progress in the field of educa- 
tion, the number of schools and colleges having risen from 3,000 at the 
beginning of the 70's to 11,000 institutes at the end of the decade. In 
other words, the Kingdom built about two new schools a day during the decade 
of the 70's, matched by a jump in the number of teachers from 23,000 to 78,000 
while the number of studens rose from 545,000 to 1.5 million. 


According to the current 5-year plan, 1981-1985, Saudi Arabia will spend 
122.5 billion riyals, or $35 billion, on education programs, that is 16 per- 
cent of total development appropriations. 


The report estimates that the state's annual revenues all of which come from 
oil rose during the past decade from 5 billion Saudi riyals, or $1.5 billion, 
to 211 billion riyals, or $61 billion, during the 70's, oil production having 
reached its peak, that is, 10 million barrels a day, although the current 
international oil glut has made it drop to a little more than half, according 
to the estimates of Western oil circles. 
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The report said that government expenditures had risen from 6 million riyals, 
or $1.7 billion, in 1970 to 136 billion riyals, or $55 billion, in 1980. The 
government speut part of its oil revenues to finance agricultural projects. 
In the desert fields which are waterd by huge irrigation systems wheat 
production rose from 30,000 tons in 1970 to 150,000 tons in 1980. Citrus 
production also rose during the same period. The capacity of water desalin- 
ation plants increased eight times. The Kingdom now has 3,800 doctors at the 
end of the 70's compared with 800 at the beginning of "the OPEC decade" and 
it now has 959 hospitals, clinics and health centers compared with 577 in 
1970. 


In 1980 there was a total of 2,134 Saudi factories compared with 36( at the 
beginning of the 70's. 


The report says that after allowing for inflation gross national produce 
rose at an average of 10.7 percent a year to 49 billion riyals, that is, $14 
billion, after having been 17 billion riyals, or $5 billion. 


The surplus in the balance of payments rose to 320 billion riyals, or $93 
billion, following the explosion in oil prices in 1973, after it has been 
82 billion riyals, or $24 billion, though it disappeared in 1978 and ther 
reappeared in 1980. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


NEW REGULATIONS FOR GOLD TRADING UNDER STUDY 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 24 Oct 82 Supplement p 1 


[Article by Ahmad al-Duwayhi: "New Regulations To Control Gcld Sales Sub- 
mitted to His Majesty"] 


[lext] The following table gives weights and prices in Saudi riyals, based 
on official statistics for the years 1979-1981 for gold, silver and platinum 
work and ingots and precious stones available to the Kingdom's markets: 








Year Weight in Grams Value in Saudi Riyals 
1979 148,044,000 1,236,932,887 
1980 147,000,000 2,173,078,951 
1981 189,412,000 3,276,496,240 


When we give these large figures, we are merely hitting the heart of the 
problem which almost has a negative impact on the Saudi economy because of 
the cheating and fraud which goes on the dealings in gold and silver work 
and ingots. Before raising the issue as a whole with officials and persons 
concerned with the matter, we must emphasize that these figures alone do not 
cover everything that is being traded. There is in fact what is made here 
as well, in addition to what was stored earlier without coming under any 
regulations, particularly gold, silver and vlatinum works which carry no 
genuine hallmark to verify its quality for the consumer and which are sup- 
posed to show a government hallmark rather than leaving the dealer free to 
apply whatever hallmark he wishes. This in fact is what actually happens. 
Cheating in the gold market, why what a thing to say! 


AL-RIYAD asked the director of consumer protection in the Ministry of Com- 
merce to explain the state of the gold market in the Kingdom. He said: 


"The regulatory status over the sellers or goldsmiths is poor. We find ex- 
ceptionally able goldsmiths plying their trade and, at the same time, we 
find just the opposite and there are those who commit no violations and 
there are those with records of that." 
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Regulations Controlling Gold Sales 


Given this situation, the state, represented by the Ministry of Commerce, 
has not overlooked this. Regulations commensurate with the prevailing cir- 
cumstances were created in 1953. They dealt with status of people working 
as goldsmiths and there was no big emphasis on fraud though two articles of 
it covered the status of jewelry which was made the responsibility of the 
capital secretariat and the municipality of al-Riyadh at that time. Then 
cabinet decree No 22 was issued in 1373 defining the powers and jurisdiction 
of the Ministry of Commerce, making it responsible for overseeing and regu- 
lating the status of the goldsmiths, jewelers and gold dealers. 


The director of consumer protection referred to the decree on combatting 
commercial fraud which dealt with overall rules and also clarified commer- 
cial fraud and methods of reparation. 


He also referred to the decree issued in 1398 defining how to deal with gold 
violations. It clarified the bases and fundamental methods to be used in 
dealing with problems of the gold markets. 


New Draft Decree 


The director of consumer protection pointed out that there are several com- 
mittees for this purpose and a number of ideas have been raised. He also 
said that there is a draft decree which has been submitted to His Majesty 
and which contains provisions for regulating current conditions. 


They include facilitating and simplifying procedures for inspection and con- 
trol. There will be severe and effective penalties with fines up to 100,000 
rivals and terms in prison up to 5 years with publicity given to the offense 
at the violator's expense. 


One feature of these regulations is the requirement for persons operating as 
soldsmiths to obtain permits and the establishment of specific controls 
besides the commercial register. 


Salih al-'Uwayn said: "We are dealing with the situation at present with a 
cosmetic approach by barring all imperters from importing material unless 
it carries a hallmark confirming that it is genuine, this to be done by 
them." 


AL-RIYAD asked about the reason for this and whether there were obstacles 
to the involvement by consumer protection in this and to the direct super- 
vision of the Ministry of Commerce. 


Al-'Uwayn explained: "For us to cope with the figures you quoted at the 
start of this discussion and all the works in precious metals, whether im- 
rorted or locally made, we would have to create sufficient positions because 
gold, as you know, fluctuates in price from day to day. Consequently, when 
we take the commodities of any dealer to undergo our procedures, we should, 


18 











or rather, we have to get them back to him within a day or two. In this 
short time we could only cope with examining, testing and handling every- 
thing reaching us or arriving in the Kingdom by having the manpower. We 

do complain about this and H.E. the minister of commerce is exerting efforts 
to fill our manpower requirements without which we cannot do our job." 


The Hallmark Is Not Governmental 


AL-RLYAD then asked al-'Uwayn how the ministry exercises supervision under 
the existing situation. He said: 


"As L explained earlier, we require the importer to apply the hallmark which 
attests to the actual quality and we also require the manufacturers in the 
Kingdom to label their products as to fineness and place of manufacture so 
as to help us with the question of a violator in the future were that to 
occur, and there has been coordination with the goldsmiths in the markets 

to bar the display of any works or jewelry until it has been inspected by 
them." 


This Is Our Program 


With regard to the nature of the future program to eliminate the existing 
chaos in the gold markets, the director general of consumer protection 
stated: 


"We need two categories of positions to facilitate our work. 


"First: One group to handle testing, examining, hallmarking and delivery to 
the owners. 


"Second: Another group to handle supervision over the markets to ensure that 
the gold works on display carry the governmental hallmark and to be located 
in the gold markets. We are working to have a supervision office in every 
gold market which, in addition to the supervision we mentioned, would func- 
tion as a direct liaison with citizens if they are the victim of fraud so 

that it could confirm the weight and hallmark and avoid any price fixing." 


Inspection Centers in Cities 


"Our plan is to have centers in all the Kingdom's cities: al-Riyadh, Jid- 
dah, Mecca, Medina, al-Ta‘if, al-Hasa, Ha'il, Najran, Abha, Jizan and al- 
Dammam, that is, the cities where there are many goldsmiths. 


“There would be control centers in the gold markets in about 10 other cities 
besides the ones we mentioned along with hallmark centers." 


Al-'Uwayn added that at the beginning of its plan the Ministry of Commerce 
would concentrate on three cities, al-Riyadh, Jiddah and al-Dammam, and the 
rest of the cities would come to the next phase. 
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They Are The Reason 


When AL-RLYAD insisted on learning about some cases of fraud about which the 
ministry gets complaints, al-'Uwayn said: "We have solved cases involving 
foreigners employed in the Kingdom as workers and found large quantities of 
unstamped gold. When it was examined we found it to be of a lower quality 
than it should have been." 


There are a number of businessmen who have been cheated, this having become 
clear to them when they were abroad and wanted to sell this gold. There 
were terms in prison and fines because the gold was less than the required 
fineness. 


He added: "There are other cases involving ordinary workers who come to 
the Kingdom for this purpose and then are put in backroom locations and work 
in processing gold using methods which all involve fraud." 


He said: "During the pilgrimage season this past year, we concentrated on 
areas where the pilgrims were to avoid having them be victims of fraud and 
cheating and solved a number of cases which will be dealt with according to 
regulations." 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


CREATION OF STOCK MARKET DISCUSSED 
Jiddah AL-MADINAH in Arabic 6 Sep 82 p 5 


{Article by Sa'id Husayn al-'Amudi: "Report Concerning the Importance of 
Establishing a Securities Market in Saudi Arabia"] 


[Text] Dr ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zamil, undersecretary in 
the Ministry of Commerce: "Officials in the Ministries 
of Finance and Commerce are still not convinced of [the 
wisdom of] establishing a securities market." 


Dr Muhammad al-'Umari: "Saudi Arabia needs to organize, 
in stages, a market such as this." 


Dr al-Hunaydi: "There is an urgent requirement for es- 
tablishing a securities market to deal in stocks and 
bonds." 


Having a stock exchange, or securities market, is the dream of many business- 
men and citizens in Saudi Arabia. The reason for this is that many of our 
citizens who have some small savings in riyals are at a loss as to where to 
invest or channel these savings. The business of real estate and buying and 
selling land is no longer as brisk as it was at the beginning of the second 
5-year plan period. It no longer earns the profits that it did during that 
period of time when it enabled many people to rise from the ranks of citizens 
with limited income to citizens with high income. Furthermore, many of our 
citizens are not able to enter into such commerce which requires large amounts 
of capital. If a person wants to purchase a plot of land in a sensible loca- 
tion (whether to retain ownership of the land or to speculate with it), he 
would need at least from 200,000 to 300,000 riyals. However, we figure that 
such a person is able to purchase 100 shares from a national company, the 
value of each of which would amount to 100 riyals. He could buy either more 
or less than this number of shares, depending on his material resources. 

The only thing which such citizens need is a place to channel their capitai 
so that it will be of the greatest economic benefit both to them and to their 
country. 


In this introduction we are not claiming that the stock market would be an 
alternative to the land and real estate market, that what applies to land 











and real estate applies to securities, or that the very idea of acquiring 
wealth is either the most appropriate approach or that it is the goal which 
we have in mind. But we believe that a securities market would serve to 
better circulate our national capital and enable it to be utilized to serve 
our national economy in order for us to achieve our goals of development. 
Furthermore, the establishment of a securities market would serve to create 
better awareness on the part of our citizens of the importance and benefit 
of establishing companies and industries which basically rely on their 
participation and partnership. The result would be that we would see a great 
response on their part and we would keep our capital wealth inside our own 
country instead of seeing it go to places abroad where the profits earned 
from it are earned by non-Saudis. 


In addition to this, we should mention that the steady increase in the num- 
ber of joint-stock companies, including banks, has created the need for 
establishing an organized market which would facilitate the exchange of 
these companies' shares in a manner which is both very precise and well- 
regulated. In Saudi Arabia there are more than 50 joint-stock companies, 
and they include 9 banks. They have a total of more than 368 million shares 
of authorized capital, worth nearly 50 billion riyals, and approximately 

45 billion riyals of it have been paid up. These companies do business in 
the fields of finance, financial services, electric power, oil, gas, cement, 
manufacturing industries, transportation, publishing, hotels, real estate, 
and fish production. 


[In spite of the steady increase in the number of joint-stock companies in 
Saudi Arabia recently, and the huge sums of money which have been invested 
in them, there is still no means of regulating the exchange of these com- 
panies' stocks and bonds other than what is mentioned in Article 102 of the 
Companies Law, the text of which is as follows: "Nominal shares circulate 
by means of registration in the register of shareholders, their nationali- 
ties, their places of residence, and [registering] the number of shares as 
well as their paid-up amounts. These paid-up amounts are to be indicated 
on the shares. The transfer of ownership of a nominal share in the presence 
of the company or any other party is only to be taken into account as of 
the date of [its] entry in the aforementioned register, and the shares are 
[considered] circulated to their shareholders as soon as they are delivered 
to them," 


Concerning this matter, AL-MADINAH AL-IQTISADIYAH [AL-MADINAH's business 
and economic supplement] has undertaken to sound out the opinions of a num- 
ber of persons involved concerning the importance of establishing a securi- 
ties market in Saudi Arabia. As it opens up this subject to discussion, 
AL~MADINAH AL-IQTISADIYAH hopes that our religious scholars ['ulama'] will 
inform us as to what Islamic law says concerning buying and selling stocks 
and bonds. 


Dr Muhammad ‘Abd al-Latif al-'Umari, former professor at the King ‘Abd al- 
‘Aziz University in Jiddah and a person who engages in the purchase and sale 
of local shares, had the following to say: "In any country in the Free 








World it is necessary to have a securities market, for various reasons. Our 
main reason for it here is to provide an opportunity for most of the cate- 
gories of people in our country, especially those of medium income, to par- 
ticipate in the economic development of their country and consequently to 
put their financial savings to use instead of seeing them frozen, idle, in- 
vested in real estate, or invested outside the country--things which, as 

we know, negatively affect our national economy. For this reason Saudi 
Arabia needs to organize, in stages, a market such as this--and I am not 
saying ‘establish’ such a market, because, in reality, the market already 
exists--as a natural consequence of the steadily increasing number of joint- 
stock companies established." 


Dr al-'Umari added: "Of course, not all of these shares which are issued 

are circulating, because, at the present time, many of them are owned by 
government establishments such as the Pension Administration or Public In- 
vestment Fund or else they are owned by the founders of these companies. 
There are various reasons for this fact, the most important ones being the 
fact that at one period there was no demand for such shares, people were 

not convinced that they were economically profitable, or else they did not 
consider them to be a secure alternative to--or more profitable than--savings 
accounts. Nevertheless, it can be said in general that approximately 15 mil- 
lion shares worth 1.5 billion riyals circulated in the market to some degree 
during the year. This means that 60,000 shares circulated every day, if we 
assume that the year consists of 250 work days. It is an interesting fact 
that if we compare this daily figure for shares circulating in Saudi Arabia 
with the daily figure for shares circulating in the New York Stock Exchange 
alone, where from 70 to 80 million shares circulate every day, we see that 
there is a tremendous difference. God willing, in the future we in Saudi 
Arabia will achieve a similar level." Dr al-‘Umari went on to say: "Let us 
xo back to the subject of our market in Saudi Arabia. If we compare the 
total amount invested in the shares circulating, which totals 1.5 billion 
riyals, with the total in demand deposits and time deposits at the end of 
1401 A.H. [1981] which we had only in our domestic banks, and which amounted 
to a total of about 60 billion riyals--that is, 40 times as much as the value 
of the shares circulating in the market--then we reach an obvious conclusion. 
This conclusion is that we have an urgent need to begin to prepare to steer 
and organize a securities market which would help to facilitate and open up 
opportunities for these deposits and other sources of capital which exist 
both inside and outside the country to make an effective contribution toward 
the building of an integrated domestic economy." 


Dr al-'Umari went on to say: "The organization of any apparatus at first 
has to be accomplished in various stages which are necessitated by the 
capability and ability of the apparatus to formulate and apply appropriate 
regulations, to deal with any of their negative features which emerge as 

new experience is acquired, and to deal with cases of the type which were 
previously unknown or not clear-cut. Organizing a securities market consti- 
tutes no exception to this rule, especially since it affects, and is affect- 
ed by, a large number of natural and legal persons. Each group of such per- 
sons has its own objectives which differ from the objectives of each other 











#roup, and organization of the securities market requires bearing in mind 
the objectives of all of them. For this reason, I am in favor of formulat- 
ing the various market regulations in stages at first. After an appropriate 
period of time these regulations can be combined into a single set of regula- 
tions which has taken into consideration both the experience acquired and 
domestic and international circumstances. For example, at the present time 
one could begin by providing a set of regulations for those who work in the 
area of buying and selling shares--and I do not mean those who work in the 
market. And after that a particular body could be entrusted with the job 

of making a study of the volume of circulation of shares in Saudi Arabia 
every 6 months in order to keep track of how things develop. It is my opin- 
ion that about 90 percent of all of the shares which can be circulated are 
frozen at the present time, that is, for this or that reason their ownership 
is not being transferred. Also, I suggest establishing special incentives 
for setting up joint-stock companies. This could include, for example, giv- 
ing them priority in government projects. The reason for doing this would 
be to have, for example, the owners of medium-size companies and establish- 
ments begin to change the legal status of their companies to that of joint- 
stock companies which put up some of their shares for public subscription. 
Or else the Industrial Development Fund could establish the proviso that, 
for example, 30 percent of the capital must be put up for public subscrip- 
tion in the case of projects which require loans from the Fund and when their 
capital totals 30 million [riyals] or more. Or perhaps a certain period of 
time could be specified for the repayment of a loan in return for putting 

up part of the capital for public subscription. At this point I should also 
not fail to point out that the change which has recently been made in the 
Companies Law is considered to be a stimulus which will help to increase the 
circulation of shares." 


At the end of his remarks, Dr Muhammad al-'Umari said: "I believe that the 
circulation of 1 million shares per day in each of the cities of Jiddah, 
Riyadh, and al-Dammam is considered to be an appropriate level which justi- 
fies the organization of an integrated market. Also, it is clear that our 
present-day means of communication are so well developed that there is no 
need for establishing a financial market in only one of the cities of Saudi 
Arabia. However, it is necessary to organize financial markets of various 
sizes in several cities in order to facilitate and increase the circulation 
of shares. This, in fact, is one of the principal objectives which we are 
striving to attain. As a beginning, I suggest that the general headquarters 
of the market be in Riyadh and that there be a branch in both Jiddah and al- 
Dammam, and that the number of branches be increased in the future according 
to our needs." 


Then I addressed Dr Hamid al-Hunaydi, director general of the Saudi Cairo 
Bank and delegated member of its board. He talked to me about the need for 
establishing a securities market in Saudi Arabia, saying: ''The number of 
joint-stock companies has greatly increased, and now there are more than 

40 Saudi companies and 9 Saudi banks. These companies, such as electric 
power companies and others, represent various industrial, agricultural, and 
public service fields, and they have large numbers of shareholders. Further- 
more, the government has established an organized plan for distributing what 
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shares it possesses in the Saudi Basic Industries Corporation [SABIC], the 
Saudi Fertilizer Company, and other companies to Saudi citizens in order to 
broaden the base of our shareholders and to enable a larger number of our 
citizens to participate in the ownership of the shares of these companies. 
Thus there is clearly an urgent need to establish an organized market which 
would include a market for financial commercial exchange and for dealing 

in stocks and bonds in Saudi Arabia." 


"The securities market will be regarded as a market organized for dealing 

in stocks and bonds. Its work will include the role of being a stock ex- 
change in order to provide the two attributes of liquidity and insurance to 
the securities and in order to function as an organized agency for the circu- 
lation of the securities. The securities market will also endeavor to at- 
tract domestic capital and savings and channel them toward serving our na- 
tional economy via the purchase of stocks and bonds which earn an appropriate 
profit for investors. In addition to this, it will be easy to convert them 
into cash when necessary since it will be possible to resell them in the 
stock exchange and to obtain the capital needed by the holders of the stocks 
or bonds. Also, if a securities market is established, it will strive to 
organize the exchange and transactions of securities and will provide suffi- 
cient correct information to all of the parties involved concerning these 
transactions. Furthermore, there will be effective monitoring of the mar- 
ket's activities, and it will be subject to its own particular regulatory 


measures." 


There Is a Clear Difference Between a Securities Market and Banks 


"There is a clear difference between the functions of a financial market 
(stock exchange) and the functions of commercial banks. As we know, a finan- 
cial market only deals in securities (stocks and bonds), and it has no rela- 
tionship to the monetary or currencies market. Thus it is clear that the 
trincipal objective of a financial market is to provide an organized meeting 
place for transactions engaged in by buyers and sellers or securities that 
have actually been issued and are in the possession of investors. This means 
that a financial market is an agency which supplies investment capital. Com- 
mercial banks, however, are financial establishments which are supplied with 
this capital which they, in turn, provide to the various sectors of the local 
economy, either on a short-term or a medium-term basis. As we know, commer- 
cial banks grant loans and make investments, and generally speaking their 
loans and investments move in two opposite directions. When there is less 
demand for loans, banks are inclined to increase their investments in stocks 
and bonds, and vice versa. These cycles are considered to be a direct re- 
flection of, and a reaction to, both international and domestic pconomic 
trends. Thus it is obvious that there is a clear relationship ly “tween the 
activities of a securities market and those of commercial banks But there 
is no mix-up or duplication Fegercing the functions of either a ‘yecurities 


market or commercial banks." : 
, , » 
One Person Who Deals In Buying and Selling Lecal Shares Says: ¥ 
"If a securities market existed, it would be considered to be the best means 


of organizing the transactions of buying and selling stocks and bonds." 
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Mr ‘Abdallah 'Umar Dahman, who said this, added: "The establishment of 
such a market would serve to direct and guide our citizens who are share- 
holders to better fields of investment. This would be particularly true 
since the Saudiization of the banks and the establishment of joint-stock 
companies has created interest [in this direction] among our citizens and 
has created an awareness among them of the profitability of buying the 
shares that are being put up for sale. This is particularly true with re- 
gard to those in which [missing words] constitute part of the capital [text 
missing] on this. This has happened in the [missing word] companies, trans- 
portation companies, and other companies whose [missing word] individual 
shares in the market at the present time amount to [missing word] times 
their nominal value subscribed to. I believe that the establishment of a 
securities market will not only help to organize the business of buying and 
selling [stocks and bonds], but will also affect the price level in the 
market. This will serve to bring about a balance in the purchase and sales 
transactions." 


Dr ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zamil, Undersecretary in the Ministry of Commerce 


"Officials in the Ministries of Finance and Commerce are still not convinced 
of the visdom of establishing a securities market since they are afraid of 
the speculation which [might arise and} is of no economic benefit." 


These words were said by Dr ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zamil, undersecretary in the 
Ministry of Commerce, in the context of his remarks to AL-MADINAH concern- 
ing the importance of establishing a stock market to handle securities in 
Saudi Arabia. He also said: "The officials in the Ministries of Commerce 
and Finance, who are responsible for this sector, are convinced that the 
market still is not prepared to absorb this development at the present time, 
due to the fear of speculation which [might arise and] would be of no eco- 
nomic benefit." He went on to say: "The market already exists at the pres- 
ent time, and our ministry has no objection to this. On the contrary, our 
policy is one of encouragement and support. But we wish to allow the situa- 
tion to develop naturally and to see an increase in both the number and 
availability of shares as well as in the awareness of our citizens concern- 
ing the importance of these shares. When this has taken place, then we will 
feel that it has become both necessary and important to establish a market 
[which is organized]." He added: "Our citizens unfortunately tend to follow 
fads and imitate others. Perhaps you join me in recalling the time when 
many of our citizens rushed to buy gold and silver via local companies and 
merchants. The result was that many of them got burned. Then the Ministry 
of Commerce intervened in order vo protect these citizens from losing so 
much of their capital, and a halt was put to the activities of these com 
panies. The ministry had analyzed the situation before taking this measure. 
However, we did not see any of them earning anything from all of this specu- 
lation. All of them lost money. This is not a matter of interfering with 
individual freedom. When it was realized that this was harming the public 
interest, then there was no alternative tc putting a stop to this activity. 
This affair taught us not to jump into something until we are sure that it 
will be in the public interest. Before deciding to establish a stock ex- 
change or securities market, we must organize the relationship and attempt 
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Lo merge its concepts and its objectives in order to arrive at a clear-cut 
result, and then we can formulate the regulations pertaining to it. A stock 
exchange is an independent apparatus which governs a market in which trans- 
actions worth billions [of riyals] take place. This is something which re- 
quires that we take our time. Right now we are studying the experience which 
Kuwait and the United States have had in this field." 


Concerning when this study would be finished, Dr al-Zamil said: "I expect 
it to be finished during the next 2 years. Then [a stock exchange] will be 
set up in the cities which the study says are suitable and feasible ]oca- 
tions for this purpose." 


At this point it should be pointed out that the undersecretary in the Minis- 
try of Commerce was talking about the establishment of only a domestic secu- 
rities market. 


Table Showing Number of Shares of Joint-Stock Companies and Banks, As Well 
As Their Issued and Paid-Up Capital by End of 1401 A.H. [1981] 











Number 
Sector of Shares Issued Capital Paid-Up Capital 
Finance and financial 14,100,000 1,545,000,000 1,545,000,000 
service companies (banks) 
Electric power companies 250, 384,137 25,023,194,800 25,023,194,800 
Oil and natural gas 5,990, 000 4,181,000,000 2,772,000,000 
companies 
Cement companies 39,650, 000 4,640,000, 000 2,627,121,820 
Transportation companies 34,000,000 280,000,000 280,000,000 
Other manufacturing 12,370,000 10, 326,000,000 10, 263,500,000 
industry companies 
Other companies 12,253,558 824,965, 300 1,210,263,550 
9468 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW METEOROLOGICAL COLLEGE--Work will be finished within 2 months on the new 
building for the College of Meteorology and Environmental Sciences which has 
been established near Jiddah University. Dr Marwan Saqqal, head of the 
building supervisory committee, talked with AL-MADINAH, stating that this 
building would be equipped with state of the art meteorological and environ- 
mental electronic and measuring equipment which would help to improve and 
raise the level of meteorological and environmental science. He stated that 
this college is the only one of its type in the Middle East and is expected 
to have an international reputation after having been recognized on the 

Arab and international level through the permanent committee for meteorology 
of the Arab University and at the World Meteorological Organization in Geneva 
which has begun to send the college many requests for affiliation. The 
building comprises 23 laboratories. [Text] [Jiddah AL-MADINAH in Arabic 

13 Oct. 82 p 3] 8389 


EASTERN PROVINCE AGRICULTURAL LOANS--Branches of the agricultural bank in the 
Eastern Region granted during the month of Dhu al-Qa'dah 126 loans for a total 
value of 1,135,000 riyals. The acting director of the al-Hufuf branch of the 
agricultural bank, 'Abd-al-'Aziz al-'Awifir, statedthat these loans had helped 
to finance a number of production projects, including the poultry production 
project with a capacity of 191,000 birds a year, the milk production project 
with capacity of 500,000 liters of milk and the provision of 33 irrigation 
pumps and various agricultural machinery. They also helped to drill 1l 
artesian wells, to provide shipments of local and chemical fertilizer and 

to make various agricultural feeds available. Al-'Awifir stated that during 
this period the branches of the agricultural bank had provided subsidies to 
the banks offices in al-Hufuf, al-Qutayf and Hafr al-Batin to the amount of 
5,909,473 riyals. [Text] [Jiddah AL-MADINAH in Arabic 12 Oct 82 p2] 8389 


LAND COMPENSATION CLAIMS--Many questions have arisen recently about compensa- 
tion tor owners whose property had been seized some years back for Petromin and 
who had not yet been paid. Petromin's representative in the Western Area, 

Prof Jamil Yahya Khayyat, stated that the mayor of Jiddah was quite concerned 
about this and was keeping an eye on it personally. Survey teams of the 

Jiddah secretariat, in cooperation with Petromin, are currently making an 
inventory of all real estate which had been taken earlier as well as what 
needed to be taken now to round out the necessary exclusion area from the 
eastern and northern side of Petromin's industrial area. This subject, with 
all necessary data and information, will be submitted to the royal authority 
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to authorize payment of the compensations. The Petromin representative 
indicated that the survey work was almost done and that he expected the addi- 
tional data and information to be completed within 3 months. Payment will be 
made by Jiddah city secretariat as soon as the documents needed for payment 
are collected in conformity with the orders of the royal authority. [Text] 
[Jiddah AL-MADINAH in Arabic 1}> Oct 82 p 2] 8389 


PREFERRED STATUS FOR YAR STUDENTS--Dr Ahmad Muhammad al-Asbahi, Minister of 
Education in the YAR, announced that the Kingdom had agreed to accept all 
Yemeni students, male and female, who hold general secondary certificates 

from the Kingdom's schools for the current school year in Saudi universities 
and to give them the same treatment as Saudi students, except for official 
scholarships which are set at 100 university and seccndary scholarships in 

the Kingdom's universities and 110 in a number of Arab and Islamic universi- 
ties. There are more than 50,000 students from Yemen studying in the Kingdom's 
schools at various scholastic levels. Dr al-Asbahi stated that the YAR viewed 
its graduate sons who were continuing their studies in Yemen and abroad as a 
genuine resource for Yemen in the phase of building the Yemeni individual 

and preparing him to participate in the development process. [Text] [Jiddah 
"OKAZ in Arabic 10 Oct 82 p 3] 8389 


CSO: 4404/54 
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SUDAN 


NEW DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST NEWSPAPER 
Longon AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 257, 25 Oct 82 p 64 


[Article by Ahmad Hasan Ibrahim: '"Al-'ALAM, Organ of the Democratic 
Unionist Party" ] 


[Text] When we received a letter from a Sudanese citizen living in 

London, Ahmad Hasan Ibrahim, AL-‘ALAM had just received this column 
"Sudanese Papers," and we were on the point of submitting it to the 

dear reader. As for brother Ahmad beating us, we think his letter is 
sufficient and does not need to be added to. This column welcomes AL-'‘ALAM, 
and we hope that it prospers and achieves its goals. 


On 15 October 1982, the first issue of AL-'ALAM was published. It is the 
bi-monthly organ of the Sudanese Democratic Unionist Party [DUP], 
published abroad. 


One look through the pages of AL-‘ALAM and its contents proves without 
doubt that it is the spokesman of all of us and that it will continue 
the battle forcefully and with determination and confidence, expressing 
the principles of the masses’ party, which has fought many battles since 
the dawn of the national movement and which led Sudan to independence, 
when the flag of freedom and democracy was raised in the hand of the 
martyr, President Isma'il al-Azhari, leader of the national movement, 
head of the party and first president of a national government that 
achieved Sudanization, evacuation and the right of self-determination. 


In its editorial, AL-'ALAM emphasized that it would continue the 

struggle and bear full responsibility, being guided by the fighting 

legacy that al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi delineated in leading the opposition 
against the present regime in Sudan. Thos who run AL-;ALAM have been 
guided by the recent words of al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi: ‘They have 
maintained an association with the case and have stuck doggedly to it.” 
They have also stressed that the case of the Sudanese people and the 

Arab Nat ion will continue to attract people, and they will proceed 
resolutely toward achieving the sacred mission and on behalf of establishing 
a free, democratic and socialist society. AL-'ALAM also underscored that 
the alliance between the DUP and the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party (Sudanese 
region) will continue as a strategic alliance, "with no deviation from it 
and no doing business with it.” 
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AL-"'ALAM is a leader that will not lie to its people, a voice of punishment 
for the enemies of the people, and a forum for free men everywhere. 


Thus, the editorial was concluded. As for AL-'ALAM, it was anxious at 

the conclusion of its first edition to cite the martyr al-Sharif Husayn 
al-Hindi, and to recall to mind the voice and symbol of the struggle. 

He talked about October, which is still green and whose winds still blow. 
Not a temporary breeze against the regime of ‘Abud, but rather, "the 
continuation struggles and heroics, the sacrifices of a respected pecple." 
He discussed the people in Sudan now, and the position of the Sudanese 
opposition regarding the various issues on the domestic, Arab and inter- 
national scenes. "Men, souls and spirits, all go, but the earth remains, 
the people remain and history remain." 


Thus spoke the martyr al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi, and thus he lived, 
fought and died. This is the banner that is raised by every traveller 
along that path, raising it on high and never letting it fall. 


Between the lead editorial and the conclusion, AL-‘ALAM concerns itself 
with several domestic and foreign issues. 


The tront page is devoted to Sudanese news reports, with a fair amount 

of space alloted to selections from the regime's press, so that the reader 
of AL-'ALAM abroad can be informed of ths directions of these newspapers, 
side by side with giving him the true news of the situation in Sudan. 


On the next page, several political issues, pertaining to the contradic- 
tions of Sudanese foreign policies, were discussed. These included its 
evaluation of the Eritrean question, in addition to a discussion of the 
laws restricting freedom. How many of those there are in Sudan! They 
include ‘reedom of information, and how it was stolen, sequestered and 
the voices muzzled, so that a true picture of the situation in Sudan 
under the "May" regime cannot be given to the people, not to mention 
shedding light on the regime's relationship with the Chevron Company and 
the latter's relationship with the CIA and its plots regarding Sudan. 


As for the fourth and fifth pages, they were devoted to a Sudanese 
economic study of the al-Jazirah Project and the beginning of a court- 
down. It is a study whose figures, statistics and facts point to the 
complete collapse of this pilot project. Thos collapse is thanks to the 
regime's economic policies. In the opinion column, there was an objective 
discussion regarding putting an end to the Numayri regime, as a step 
toward getting rid of Israel. 


AL-"ALAM then turns to an eye witness report about how the Sudanese regime 
received the heroes of the Palestinian Resistance and then confined them 
to the desert area of Ma'aqil in Sudan, and the secrets of what is going 
on now in this regard between the regime and the Palestinian fighters. 














After this expose, AL-'ALAM devoted a page to an article about "br ing ing 
together the Sudanese people and their national and pan-Arab need." 

It contains the statement issued by the supporters of Imam al-Hadi al-Mahdi, 
the Democratic Unionist Party and the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party (Sudanese 
Region). 


This statement ended by citing the verse of the peom that says: "Reject 
the spears if they come together broken and if they are divided which 
would smash unity." 


This is the best of our review of this national, pan-Arab work, AL-'ALAM, 
which itself stresses that the goal, the goal of the Sudanese national 
movement and the Democratic Unionist Party is the goal of bringing closer 
the day of its achievement, with the help of man, their strong and true 
determination and their hearts loyal to the principles of the struggle. 


We strongly support the brothers in the struggle, who bear responsibility 


for this work, with their national persistence and their devoted attention 
in the service of party and nation. 


7005 
csO: 4504/48 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


SOUTHERN REGION CORRUPTION--Despite the suffering in which the people of 
the Southern Region live, and which has forced many of them into what 
resembles a collective migration northwards or an influex of great numbers 
of them into neighboring countries, as well as a return to jungle life, and 
their bitter stance regarding the colonialist regime, shameful facts are 
still being uncovered each day about the millions: of pounds that the 
ministers of Abel Alier's government have embezzled. This has been 
reported by some international organizations and sister states, and is 
because of the alleged development in this region. Othwan Dak, the new 
finance minister, has stated that the thefts have reached the point of 
taking over the salaries of workers in the country, who have not been 

paid for 3 months. He said that a prominent member of the current 
People's Assembly had received the sum of half million pounds from the 
public treasury, on che pretext of supplying trucks, motorcycles and 
bicycles to the regional government. However, he had just taken the 
money! [Text] [London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 255, 11 Oct 82 p 66] 

7005 


HIGH LAMB PRICES CRITICIZED--Visitors to Khartoum, during ‘Id al-Adhha, 
were stunned by the fact that the price of a lamb was 150 pounds, whereas 
the price in the countries to which Sudan imports lamb, such as Saudi 
Arabia and others, is no more than two-thirds of that! The previous 
director of the Cattle Marketing Organization, who was not surprised by 
the wrongful and deliberate practices in this public sector of the 
country's resources, revealed the shocking fact that the quantity of 
sheep that is smuggled by two of the major exporters, and with the 
knowledge of the authorities, is double the amount exported. The number 
that was exported during the past 6 months was 500,000 head, despite the 
domestic mark:t's need for them, while the number that was smuggled 

was 900,000 head. This is the basic reason for the high cost of meat in 
a producer country, while its price in the importing nations is lower! 
After this statement, Numayri fired that director. [Text] [London 
AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 255, 11 Oct 82 pp 66,67] 7005 


DINKA THREATS TO CHEVRON INSTALLATIONS--Large groups of Dinka tribesmen 
have threatened to blow up the facilities of the Chevron Company, which 
is exploring for oil in the west and south of the country. The ioc»l 
authorities in Bentui and Abyei have seized pamphlets prepared for 
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distribution by some southern youth organizations, exhort ing the people 

to take over the company's camps located there, unless Numayri's government 
stops work on the Kosti refinery project. Observers confirm that the 
seriousness of these threats was the immediate cause for the pressure 

that Chevron put on Numayri to shelve the Kosto refinery! [Text] [ London 
AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 255, 11 Oct 82 p 67] 7005 


OPPOSITION TO UNIVERSITY IN 'ATBARAH--High level security instructions 
were issued to the governor of the Northern Region and the National Council 
for Higher Education to back away, in one way or another, from the idea 

of establishing a regional university in "Atbarah, in order to avoid any 
interaction between the university students and the railroad workers. 

The danger of the idea was in the possibility of shifting the College of 
Education of Cairo University, Khartoum Branch, to the city of iron and 
fire, as the core of this university! [Text] [London AL-DUSTUR in 

Arabic No 255, 11 Oct 82 p 67] 7005 


SURVEILLANCE OF PLO-SUDANESE CONTACTS--In the city and surrounding areas 
of Shandi, innumerable elements of the national security apparatus have 
been deployed to monitor any contacts among the people or any organizations 
with the PLO fighters, for whom the Field Marsnal's [Numayri's] government 
chose this area, in which surveillance of them is easy. There is strong 
evidence that the authority, who put the fighters under constant and 

close surveillance, and who is directly responsible for everything related 
to them, in the deputy chief of the national security apparatus, Kamal 
Hasan Ahmad. This is contrary to what has happened to them in other 
countries where they are conducting their affairs themselves, with the 
aid of political or party organizations. [Text] [London AL-DUSTUR in 
Arabic No 256, 18 Oct 82 p 66] 7005 


cso: 4504/48 
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SYRIA 


WOMEN'S MILITARY TRAINING COURSES LAUDED 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 28 Sep 82 p 5 


[Article by Khalil Iqtayni: "Courses for Armed Women's Platoons in Women's 
Federation Societies in al-Hasakah; Participants in Course Reaffirm Their 
Resolution To Stand in Same Trench Wit Their Palestinian Sisters"] 


[Text] Our country's women are receiving major attention from all the party 
and government circles concerned. Perhaps the first sign of this interest 
is the stipulation of article 45 of the Constitution which states that "the 
state shall guarantee for women all the opportunities which enable them to 
participate effectively and fully in the political, social, cultural and 
economic life and shall exert efforts to eliminate all the restrictions 

that obstruct women's development and participation in building the socialist 
Arab society." 


Though 1967 was the year when the country's General Women's Federation was 
formed as a popular organization covering Syrian women, it continued to 
operate within limited and narrow spheres that did not enable it to achieve 
the simplest legitimate gains for women until a rectifying movement came 
into existence. It worked to mobilize the masses, including women, within 
the framework of its unionist and popular organizations so that these masses 
might assume their full role in creating the new society, the society of 
socialism. Law No 33 of 22 December 1975 raised the Women's Federation 
organization to a new and advanced position, enabling it to assume its full 
dimensions and capabilities, to solidify the struggling role of women and to 
enable them to contribute effectively to the building and liberation process. 


Article 6 of this law defines the federation's fundamental goals on several 
points, the most prominent of which are: 


1. To organize women's capabilities and efforts within the framework of the 
organized collective action seeking to achieve the revolution's goals of 
building a united socialist Arab society. 


2. To entrench a socialist pan-Arab awareness among the country's women, to 


enhance their educational level and to develop their experience so that they 
may be able to contribute fully and effectively to the political, cultural, 
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economic and social life in a manner that insures the creation of the Arab 
society that is balanced and fair insofar as rights and duties are concerned. 


3. To give women the opportunity to perform their role in adopting the 
revolution's positions and in participating in the international liberation 
struggle. 


To translate these goals into a reality, the federation, like the country's 
other popular organizaiions, has mobilized women militarily and has trained 
them in the various arts of combat through the courses conducted for the 
armed women's platoons. 


Al-Hasakah Branch Experience 


Al-Hasakah branch, like the other branches, has performed a distinguished 

and effective role in this regard, conducting numerous courses complementary 
to the armed platoons courses, such as civil defense, first aid, firefighting 
courses and others. At the beginning of this month, the branch started 
numerous combat courses which included all of the branch's societies. 


Big Interest and Numerous Gains 

t 
Comrade Munifah Sa'id, the chairman of al-Hasakah Executive Bureau, has 
spoken to us about the bureau's experience in training courses and on their 
importance to women, saying: 


Under the leadership of the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party and its secretary 
general, comrade struggler Hafiz al-Asad, Syrian women have received great 
attention and made numerous and unprecedented gains in the social, cultural 
and political spheres. As a result of this attention and these given facts, 
the Syrian woman has shouldered her national and pan-Arab responsibility 

atid has proven her worth and her capability in building society, in participa- 
ting effectively in the liberation of the usurped Arab lands and in standing 
side-by-side with her brothers in the same trench. 


Comrade Munifah added: 


Therefore, the General Women's Federation organization has undertaken the 
responsibility of preparing women militarily and physically, in addition to 
preparing them culturally and professionally. Our branch has conducted 
several courses for the armed women's platoons, within the limits of one 
course in each association center. The preparations for these courses were 
made in cooperation with the popular army command in the governorate. 
Thankfully, this command provided the officers and instructors and we worked 
with them in drawing up the program which included all the necessary lessons 
and exercises, such as physical exercises, weapon assembling and dissembling 
and training on all types of weapons, in addition to hand-to-hand combat. 

We must not forget the political and ideological lectures through which we 
sought to provide our participating comrades and sisters with the highest 
degree of knowledge and education, in addition to their military training, 
so that they might be fully prepared and ready to take part in the battle of 
building and liberation. 
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We Have Overcome Difficulties 


We then interviewed a number of the participating comrades who expressed the 
following views: 


Comrade Muna Sharabi, from the al-Hasakah association's course, and Comrade 
Firyal Jubra'il, from the Ra's al-'Ayn association's course, stressed: 


Our great party, the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party, has been able, thanks to the 
instructions of comrade struggler Hafiz al-Asad, the leader of the procession, 
to elevate woman to the proper level making her an active member of society. 
Women's enrollment in the armed platoons courses, their carrying the arms 

and their execution of the most difficult combat exercises are nothing but 
decisive proof that the Syrian Arab woman has overcome difficulties and 
entered a new world in which she can participate with men in the revolution- 
ary building process. 


Comrades Virgin Sa'igh and Bahiyah Ishu' from the al-Malikiyah association's 
course have said: 


When we came to this course, we lived a new life, totally different from 
the ordinary civilian life. It was military life with all its exhaustion, 
work, sacrifice, difficulty and harshness. But we have become used to it 
and adapted to it to the point where it has become ordinary to us because 
we know we have done this for the sake of the homeland, the party and the 
revolution. 


We Are Preparing for Liberation Battle 


Finally, Comrades Georgette Hardu from the al-Qamishli association's course 
and Bariza Salamah from the Rumaylan association's course have said: 


It is natural that we take part in a course like this because it prepares 
us, combatively and militarily, to enter the fields of liberation and to 
struggle alongside our brothers in the army and our sisters, the Palestinian 
women strugglers. Here, we declare that we stand united behind the wise 
leadership of comrade struggler Hafiz al-Asad and we pledge to be the van- 
guard combat platoon among the platoons of our great party, the Socialist 
Arab Ba'th Party, until the usurped land is fully liberated and the society 
of progress and socialism is built. 


8494 
CSO: 4404/27 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


PRIME MINISTER DISCUSSES YEMENI UNITY, PALESTINE QUESTION, FOREIGN AID 
Jiddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 28 Aug 82 p 10 


[Interview with YAR Prime Minister ‘Abd al-Karim al-Iryani, by Mustafa 
Idris: "No Parties in Yemen"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Soon we will announce to the world the steps 
[taken] to unify the two Yemens. 


The summit meeting demands the resumption of relations 
between all the Arab nations. 


In a comprehensive interview given to 'UKAZ, Dr ‘Abd al-Karim al~-Iryani, 
prime minister of the YAR, talked about all of the situations in the Arab 
arena, developments concerning the internal situation in Yemen, and the 
steps that have been taken to bring about unity between the two Yemens. 


The prime minister declared definitely that there are no parties in Yemen, 
and asserted that Yemen will continue to support the Palestinian resistance 
movement until the Palestinians regain their legitimate rights. He also 
said that the Yemeni initiative has revived efforts to resume a summit 
meeting [between the Arabs], and he asserted that one of the primary tasks 
of [such a summit meeting] is to overcome differences between the Arabs 

and bring about the resumption of relations between all of the Arab nations. 
In his interview with 'UKAZ he also stated that San'a' will put all of its 
resources at the disposal of Syria if Syria is confronted with an attack 

by Israel. 


The following is the text of the interview: 


[Question] Do you consider the committee formed to supervise the 
implementation of the National Charter to be a nucleus for the existence 
of [political] paries in Yemen? 


[Answer] Everything that is taking place in the Yemeni arena is closely 
tied to the YAR's Permanent Constitution. We cannot say that the charter 
is a nucleus for the formation of parties. The constitution basically 
forbids all forms of party activity. 
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rhe Charter Represents a New Staje 


[Question] The National Charter is considered to be the beginning of a new 
stage in the history of Yemen. How do you assess this charter? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that the charter represents a new steve in 

Yemen and is considered to be a progressive step. This is the fi. ¢ time 

in the history of the Yemeni people that a national charter has been 
established which is considered to be a guide for economic, political, and 
social action. It is also the first time that a general popular congress 
has been held to ratify this charter in its final form by means of a general 
poll. This event represents a step forward in the life of the Yemeni 
people, and we hope that it will close all the gaps which exist in our 
country. The charter [represents the results of] sounding out the feelings 
of the masses in an organized form, and this had been lacking in the life 

of our country. But then we came up with the charter, and then the popular 
congress, and we will also be having a permanent committee for the completion 
of the formation of Yemen's political structure 


Other !’xperiments 


[Question] Did Yemen benefit from the experiments of the other Arab nations 
when formulating its charter, or did it wish to emerge with an experiment of 
its own in this regard? Do you believe that the charter constitutes a 
reflection of the cultural awareness of the Yemeni people? And do you 
believe that Yemeni popular participation in political life will increase 
after the instituting of the charter? 


[Answer] There are other Arab nations which have issued national charters, 
such as Algeria, and it is up to those who have put such charters into 
practic: to pass judgment on them. The only thing that we can say is that 
the Yemeni charter was inspired by the conscience and Islamic convictions 
of our people. We are delighted when we see that the Yemeni National Charter 
closely parallels those used in other Arab experiments. However, this does 
not mean that, in the Yemeni charter, we have literally put into practice 
what has been found in the other Arab charters. As long as there is [any 
such] experiment, we do not pretend to deny that we have not made use of 
it. Also, there is no conflict between our charter and the other charters, 
although there are some differences in them concerning some issues. 


If we consider the charter to be a reflection of the degree of awareness 
which the Yemeni people have, then this means that the charter actually 
does derive from the reality of the culture and feelings of the Yemeni 
people. 


Rejection of Parties in Yemen 
Concerning experiments with political parties, the fact is that we have not 
been ignorant of experiments with political parties in the Arab world. 


However, we are adhering to our constitution. We have stated that any 
foreign forces is considered to be detrimental to the higher national 
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interest. As far as our Yemeni experiment is concerned, our point of view 

is that we do not condemn the experiments with parties in the other Arab 
countries, and we feel that it is up to those nations themselves to pass 
judgment on them. We are not attacking countries that have adopted the 
practice of having political parties as a means of operating [their political 
life]. But we do not want to establish parties inside Yemen because such 
parties will result in the emergence of loyalty to forces outside the 
country. If we take a look at the new structural organization of the 

charter during the next 4 years, here is what we will see: There will be 

an executive committee, secondary congresses, and a general congress which 
will be held every 2 years. This represents the continuity, and this formula 
will continue for the next 4 years. At the end of this four-year period, 
this experiment will have to be assessed and reviewed. 


(The YAR prime minister, during this interview, referred to the legacy of 
backwardness which Yemen is attempting to overcome, saying:) The economic 
experiment in Yemen is an experiment by a Third World nation. I believe 
that our experiment is neither a totally capitalist experiment nor a totally 
socialist experiment. So far, what we have done is to plan for the 
foreseeable future and pass judgment on the recent past. 


When judging the recent past, we can say that our experiment has demonstrated 
that it has been a valuable experiment which has been able to gain the 
confidence of the Yemeni people after showing that it could provide for 

the people's needs. And Yemen is considered one country which has undergone 
extensive experimentation as a typical developing nation in its relations 
with the rest of the world. If our experiment had beena failure, we would 
not have these very extensive relations with all of the nations of the 

world. 


We Reject Aid With Strings Attached 


[Question] How does Yemen reconcile [the acceptance of] aid with strings 
attached--which violate its sovereignty--with its need for the deveiopment 
projects which are carried out by means of this aid? I am referring to 
foreign aid such as aid from the U.S. and Europe. 


[Answer] It has never happened that a Yemeni official has sat at a 
discussion table in order to obtain developmental or public health aid 

and felt that the other party wanted to influence Yemen's political 

policies. Although some nations have had bitter experiences in this regard, 
I am able to assert that this has not been the case with Yemen. Yemen has 
never been influenced by economic aid, whether the aid has been developmental 
[as published] aid, Soviet aid, U.S. aid, or aid from any of the other 
nations of the world. 


We have never felt that any of these nations have ever wanted to influence 
our political policies. We know, for example, that East Germany would 
like to have us adopt a position similar to its position concerning the 
Berlin issue. We also know that West Germant would like to have us adopt 
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a position similar to its position with regard to the pipeline issue. We 
know each nation's political position. Nevertheless, our relations or 
political policies have never been affected and changed in order that we 
receive aid. I believe that the steady general direction of our policies is 
what has led others not to attempt to influence our policies. The 
steadiness of our political orientation is what has led all other nations 

to treat us with respect. 


Foreign Experts in Yemen 


[Question] What about the influence of the presence of the foreign technical 
experts in Yemen? 


[Answer] The UN has technical expertise organizations, and we know which 
nations receive aid from the UN. We are attempting to benefit from all 

of the UN's technical expertise organizations and from those of other 
nations which provide us with aid, based on bilateral agreements, which 
consists of both technical expertise and investment. As a result, we 

are the ones who make the decisions [concerning the aid]. Some other 
nations are not able to decide these matters. When we bring in foreign 
experts from abroad, it is because there is a real need for them. 

Technical aid cannot be imposed upon us. We are the ones who determine the 
type of experts and expertise we want. 


[Question] After the joint Yemeni initiative concerning the appeal for 

an emergency Arab summit meeting, there has been no more talk about 
unification of the two Yemens. Does this mean that North Yemen and South 
Yemen are convinced that, at the present time, it is not possible to achieve 
unity? 


[Answer] Basically we have not stopped talking about unity, but lately 

we have not dealt with the issue of unity because of our preoccupation with 
the popular congress. The charter reaffirms Yemeni unity as a basis of 
Arab unity. We Yemenis cannot have ties to the Arab world unless we unite 
ourselves. What I mean by this is that it is not possible for any Northern 
or Southern Yemeni [leader] to establish unity between his nation and any 
[other Arab] nation before he establishes unity between his country and the 
other Yemen. Thus the talk about unity has not stopped. After the popular 
congress there will be a meeting of the preparatory ministerial committee 
for the meeting of the preparatory ministerial committee for the meeting of 
the council which is composed of the two [Yemeni] heads of state. God 
willing, you will soon hear about some steps taken toward unification. 


The Principles of Unity 
[Question] May we ask about the principles which this unity is based on? 


[Answer] The principles today have been made clearer in the constitution of 
unity. [This constitution of unity] has alread been prepared. There are 
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constitutional steps to be taken to ratify it. But [promoting] the 
principles [of unity] is virtually our task as leaders. They have been made 
clear, and the constitution [of unity] has been signed by both parties. 
There are steps to be taken to ratify this constitution, but basically we 
are already committed [to it], both because of the constitutional committee 
and by virtue of our functions. We are thoroughly informed about this 
constitution, and we believe that it is an Islamic Arab constitution which 
fits in with the reality of the way of life of the Yemeni people. Thus 
[these principles of unity], as ] have said, have now been derived from 

our constitution. But there are steps which the two heads of state must 
agree upon, which the two legislative councils in the two Yemens must 
ratify, and which must be voted upon in a public referendum. These are 
long-term steps which require time. 


Yemen and Events in Lebanon 


[Question] [We have seen evidence of] Yemen's position concerning J.ebanon 
and the bloody events in that country because there have been Yemeni 
volunteers and because Yemen has appealed for a summit meeting. What is 
Yemen's view concerning Arab action at this stage? 


[Answer] First of all, we do not believe that the Yemeni initiative has 

come to a standstill because so far the working plan for the summit meeting 
at Fez has not been suspended and because the Yemeni initiative has not 

had the objective of achieving attention in the media, achieving propaganda 
gains, or giving expression to any [other non-relevant issues]. It is an 
initiative which has originated in a living conscience which desires to 
awaken the conscience of the entire Arab world. We are happy that the Yemeni 
initiative has at least succeeded in reviving momentum in the direction of 
holding a summit meeting. 


The question now is, what will the summit meeting do and what [authority] 
should the summit meeting have? We are one of 21 [Arab] nations, and 

we cannot simply speak our minds, say that others are making mistakes, 

and just criticize. We will allow the summit meeting to determine the Arab 
consensus concerning its working plan. So far the only thing which has 
been done is that there has been a lot of talk in the media, but it has 
been very close to the spirit of what the two Yemeni heads of state have 
appealed for. We are happy that our initiative, in the final analysis, is 
resulting in a summit meeting. As for the summit meeting's working plan, 
purposes, and what should be done, I do not want to talk about all of this. 
The reason is that this is primarily the task of the Arab foreign ministers. 
Every nation will be expressing its opinion at the meeting. We hope that 
this summit meeting will result in an Arab consensus concerning a working 
plan which can be implemented. Any working plan established by an Arab 
consensus will be able to defend the rights of the Arabs. We do not wish 
to say anything about the summit meeting and about what we should do. We 
are happy that this initiative which was begun by the two [Yemeni] heads 

of state [has led to the summit meeting]. It is still to be considered one 
of the important point [to be discussed] at the Arab summit meeting. 
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This is considered to be enough [for us]. The other points will be discussed 
at the foreign ministers' conference so that they can all agree on a common 
viewpoint. Our position is clear with regard to how the Arabs should 
proceed, 


The first step is to cast aside Arab differences, have diplomatic relations 
be resumed between Arab nations which have boycotted each other, and put 

a halt to the media wars by means by establishing an appropriate formula 
for joint Arab action to be taken in the interests of the Palestine cause. 
We believe that there is no issue between any two Arab nations which should 
affect joint action to be taken in the interests of the Palestine cause. 


[Question] The Arab world stands at a crossroads right now with regard to 
a number of issues and events, such as the Palestine issue, the Lebanese 
issue, and the issue of the Horn of Africa. In addition to this, there is 
the question of security in the Red Sea area. In your view, what should be 
done at this stage in order to deal with this situation? 


[Answer] As I have said, we do not wish to talk about others. Our view 
is that the central Arab issue is the Palestine issue, and that any 
solution imposed upon the PLO will not be acceptable to us. The PLO must 
have the last word concerning this issue. We believe that we can, in all 
sincerity, say that we militarily and politically support the PLO. As for 
the Horn of Africa and the disputes going on there, they are not disputes 
which have arisen overnight. However, these disputes are quieting down 
and cooling off. Perhaps the struggle on the shores of the Mediterranean 
Sea [as published] has caused the struggle in the African desert to break 
out. This is not [a] strange [situation] for us, and we are not being 
confronted with positions taken which we cannot deal with. As a nation 
which is a neighbor to these nations, we are preserving our totai and 
absolute equilibrium and are not allowing ourselves to be dragged into the 
blocs and alliances which exist in the area--first of all in order that 

we remain uninvolved [in the struggles going on there], and secondly, we 
want to play a positive role which satisfies all the parties involved. I 
believe that this is a new position. It is the same open approach [we 
have had] since 1948, but [by now] there are many more reasons [for taking 
this new position]. I believe that a people which has managed to be 
steadfast since 1948 is able to continue to be steadfast. I believe that 
the steadfast Palestinian people are the ones who will impose the solution 
[to the Palestine problem]. 


Appeal for a Summit 

[Question] Concerning the withdrawal of the Yemeni appeal to hold an 
emergency summit conference, did this take place because of the appeal to 
resume the summit conference at Fez? 

[Answer] Actually we did not withdraw our appeal because of the appeal 


to have the conference at Fez. In the announcement of the withdrawal of 
our appeal, the wording was quiet, was designed to maintain Arab unity, 
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and was designed to keep the Arabs from splitting up. As we were with- 
drawing this appeal, we said that we were in favor of any Arab consensus, 
and our appeal was not in conflict with this. It is all a matter of how 
you name things. Should we call the meeting an “emergency summit 
conference" or "the resumption of the Fez summit meeting"? We felt that if 
the meeting were called an "emergency summit meeting to assess the situation 
in Lebanon," it would be possible for the Arabs to meet and to unite their 
voices which would demand, at the same time, both a Fez summit meeting 

and an emergency summit meeting. As for the process of withdrawing our 
appeal, this was a step which was taken along the road which we desire 

to travel on. 


Israel's Preparations For Waging War With Syria 


(Concerning preparations by Israel to launch a new war against Syria, the 
YAR prime minister, Dr ‘Abd al-Karim al-Iryani, said the following: ) 


I believe that any Israeli action taken would be no surprise to any Arab. 
Israel's objectives in the Arab world are well-known and are obvious. 

This is why we do not consider that the invasion of Lebanon was a surprise. 
If a new confrontation occurs between Syria and Israel, we will not 
consider this to be a surprise because everything is obvious. 


The question is, how can the Arabs prepare to deal with this surprise? If 
we review the history of the Arabs since the existence of Israel, is it 
possible for us to say that the Arabs have been prepared for these repeated 
Israeli surprises? Unfortunately, so far there has not been a united 

Arab viewpoint concerning how to confront this enemy. If there had been a 
united Arab viewpoint agreed upon, then we would not have arrived at this 
degree of dissension and disunity. We hope that we will not put our heads 
in the sand and merely adopt the position of being a spectator when the 
anticipated Israeli attack on Syria takes place, and we hope that we will not 
say that it was a surprise and that Damascus was protected by a Soviet 
umbrella. In case of an attack on Syria, all that Yemen can do is to put 
all of its resources at the disposal of Syria's leaders. 
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